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FRENCH  LITERATURE  IN  THE  EARLY  MONTHS  OF 

1927. 

By  Albert  Schinz 

“Without  auy  doubt  tlio  Kroat  event  ot  the  first  Italt-year  in 
I'rench  literature  was  the  publication  by  Gustave  Simon  of  “Les 
Miseres".  “preiniere  version  .les  Miserables"  (2  vols.,  Baudiniere). 
Started  in  ltS45.  taken  up  a^ain  in  1851,  put  aside  durinj^  the  period 
(tf  political  activity  which  >eut  Hui>ro  into  exile,  the  jj;reat  novel 
was  hroujiht  to  an  end  and  j>ut  into  shape  for  printing  between 
ISoO  and  18(»2.  The  final  version,  for  parts  already  done,  was 
written  into  the  former  manuscrii)t.  in  the  margin,  between  lines, 
t>n  leaves  inserted,  etc.,  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  G.  Simon  could 
with  considerable  accuracy  reestablish  the  original  story.  The 
ijreat  lum])  additions  are  Waterloo,  and  the  episode  of  N’alje  in 
(formerly  Trejean)  leavin>.':  the  Piepus  convent  in  the  coffin  of 
the  nun.  and  just  escaping  heintf  buried  alive.  The  author  in- 
duliLjes  in  new  phiVtsophica!  considerations,  and  the  changes 
!>rought  aI)out  by  the  crisis  of  1852  are  clearly  evident.  Wc  now 
have  the  texts:  hut  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  evolution  of 
\’ictor  Hugo's  jihilosophy  in  the  direction  of  anti-clericalism  and 
socialism  remains  to  he  mave. 

In  June  tlie  Grand  Prix  de  litterature  was  awarded  by  the 
.\ca»lemy  to  Josei)h  de  Pesipiidoux.  which  is  as  much  a  reward 
for  the  fine  spirit  of  this  lover  of  the  soil  of  Fri.  ice  as  for  his 
artistic  sincerity.  I'he  Grand  Prix  du  roman  went  to  J.  Kessel 
(wln»  just  missed  several  awards  before)  for  his  "Les  Coeurs 
imrs".  three  very  stirring  stories,  which  may  not  however  weigh 
as  much  in  the  judgment  of  posterity  as  some  of  his  former  books, 
like  “La  Stepi*e  rouge"  and  “L’ Equipage”. 

We  have  witnessed  in  recent  times  rather  striking  evolu¬ 
tions  in  the  minds  of  well-known  men  of  letters;  we  are  thinking 
first  of  Paul  Fort,  who  had  started  as  a  symbolist,  who  won  the 
title  of  “Roi  des  poetes"  with  his  “Ballades  Frangaises”,  and  who 
now  devotes  himself  to  educating  his  compatriots  in  national  his¬ 
tory  through  the  medium  of  the  stage.  His  "Or”  tells  of  the 
difficulties  of  Philippe  le  Bel  in  finding  gold  to  prevent  a  revolt 
os  the  harl-pressed  jieople.  To  follow,  in  the  drama,  the  in¬ 
trigues  ~of  the  "conseillers”,  reipiires  considerable  knowledge  of 
history  (finally  the  Templiers,  as  is  known,  produced  the  money): 
but  there  is  nothing  but  praise  for  the  way  in  which  this 
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“clironitjuc"  was  j^iven  at  the  Odeon.  A  more  strikiiif;  evolution 
is  that  of  Marcel’ Prevost,  who  in  his  novel  ‘‘Retraite  ardente" 
shows  keen  interest  in  the  conversion  of  a  mondain  by  a  convent 
sister;  this  note  of  “ardent”  spirituality  is  certainly  new  in  the 
man  who  was  known  as  the  “i)sycholo^ue  attitre”  of  femininity 
when  it  borders  on  frivolity  just  remaining  on  the  “proper”  side 
of  the  fence.  Another  interesting  evolution  is  that  of  E.  Pexochon 
in  his  last  peasant  story  “Bernard  I’Ours,  et  la  Ti>ri)e<lo-Camio- 
nette”.  The  hook  is  supposed  to  complete  a  cycle  of  three  peas¬ 
ant  novels  (“Creux  dc  Maisons”  and  “Parcelle  32”  he’ng  the  tw».» 
first);  but  while  the  author  has  been  uncompromising’y  gloomy 
in  his  earlier  pictures,  this  time  the  evil  passion  of  the  peasant  is 
finally  conquered  by  a  redeeming  love. 

The  ever  graceful  I.avedan  has  struck  two  notes  unusual 
under  his  pen;  he  has  a  chill's  story  in  the  deliglitful  “La  Puce 
et  le  Gredin”,  and  he  writes  "un  roman  de  la  gourmandise”  in 
“Monsieur  Gastere”  (the  name  evidently  borrowed  from  Rabe¬ 
lais).  -\s  to  Andre  Gide,  he  continues  to  astound  his  friends. 
.\fter  having  left  that  literature  of  keen,  subtle,  often  heartless 
psychology  which  will  remain  associated  with  his  name,  and  after 
having  indulged  in  abnormal,  repulsive  literature  (i^f  the  order  of 
Marcel  Proust),  an  1  after  having  coined  money  I)y  selling  the 
autographed  copies  of  his  frieir  Is’  books,  he  goes  in  now  for  the 
movies.  Having  succeeded  with  his  film  taken  from  his  book  of 
travel  “V'^oyage  an  Congo”,  he  is  preparing  another  film  from  his 
novel  “Caves  du  N'atican”  (from  which,  however,  he  cuts  out 
the  story  of  the  crime  of  the  hero,  Lafeadio).  “  La  litterature."  he 
says,  “ne  nourrit  plus  son  homme.”  And  whi’e  we  are  speak¬ 
ing  of  transformations,  perliaps  it  might  be  interesting  name  a 
hook  by  a  former  dadaist  which  the  reader  can  actually  under¬ 
stand,  “Clara  des  jour.s”  (in  “Cahiers  du  Sud").  hy  Rihemont- 
Dessaignes.  The  story  of  this  Caliban  in  literature  offers  still 
strong  traces,  however,  of  a-sanity  (not  to  he  confii'ed  with  in¬ 
sanity). 

To  mention  now  some  novels  wliich  have  lately  come  out, 
and  for  which  one  can  simply  say  that  they  are  excellent:  Bour- 
get,  “Nos  actes  nous  suivent” — in  the  orditiary  vein  of  Bourget: 
H.  Bordeaux,  “Le  barrage”,  presenting  the  conflict  of  material 
civilization  with  old  human  traditions  and  customs;  Bordeaux 
like  Bourget  warns  against  confusion  of  material  and  moral  pro¬ 
gress  in  society.  Estaunie  in  “Tels  qu’ils  furent”  remains  true 
to  the  standard  of  lofty  ethics  which  won  fame  for  him  Two 
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iii>vcls  of  what  we  iniKlit  call  the  sound  realistic  type  arj  of- 
fcre'l  by  the  two  pairs  of  excellent  artists  Marins-Ar}'  Lehlond 
and  Jerome  and  Jean  Tharaud.  The  former  in  “L’Kcartelement’’ 
revive  for  us  the  rather  gloomy  period  of  the  struggle  for  the 
>eparation  of  Church  and  State;  the  laiter  in  “La  rose  de  Saron” 
eive  us  another  of  their  stirring  stories  the  Jews  of  the  near 
ICist:  will  they  or  will  they  inn  tear  themselves  away  from  the  creed 
of  their  fathers?  The  yt>unj;  student  who  after  a  ^reat  struggle 
decides  for  emancipation,  comes  to  Paris,  starts  as  a  pcddlar,  and 
begins  to  climb  the  ladder  of  social  success — what  happens  then 
will  be  told  in  a  forthcoming  hook.  J.  H.  Rosny,  “La  Metisse”; 
Miomandre,  “Olympe  et  ses  amis”,  arc  of  a  different  type,  but 
very  gool. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  was  aroused  by  Paul  Morand’s 
“Houddha  vivant.”  Critics  do  not  seem  to  think  that  in  ceasing 
to  narrate  for  the  sake  of  narration  and  beginning  to  i)reach,  the 
author  has  been  wise.  The  novel  is  a  comparison  between 
(Oriental  civilization  and  Kuropean  and  American  civilization,  but 
!)>•  no  means  in  our  favor.  One  may  reflect,  however,  that  the 
critics  arc  perhaps  more  responsible  themselves  for  the  present 
overbearing  attitude  of  Morand  than  they  care  to  think;  one  does 
not  heap  such  superlatives  of  admiration  as  they  did  on  the  very 
young  man  Morand  was  when  he  began  to  write,  without  suggest¬ 
ing  to  him  that  his  utterances  are  all  gold.  At  any  rate,  his 
young  Asiatic  prince,  having  tasted  our  culture,  goes  back  to 
reign  over  his  subjects  in  the  Oriental  fashion. 

Maurice  Rostand,  in  his  “Le  second  Werther”,  changes  the 
old  Goethe  theme  in  so  far  as  the  two  rivals  in  love  arc  great 
friends;  and  the  author  laments,  in  his  usual  elegiac  style,  the  ir¬ 
ruption  of  love  into  the  friendship  between  the  two  men,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  so  superior  to  the  former.  Two  very  strong  but  un¬ 
savory  stories  are  Francois  Mauriac,  “Therese  Desqueyroux”  and 
Julien  (ireen.  ‘‘.\dricnne  Mesurat”;  both  stories  of  family  dramas 
conducted  in  the  most  austere  spirit.  The  following  well-known 
writers  are  surely  not  better  than  in  previous  works:  Abel  Her- 
niant  (the  new  Academician)  in  “Les  epaves”  (noble  Russians 
in  Paris  and  Constantinople),  and  “Bargain  sisters”  (two  un¬ 
fortunate  English  maids  whose  unsensational  story  is  told  hum¬ 
orously);  Jean  Giraudoux.  “Eglantine”  (what  happens  when  a 
very  young  girl  is  placed  between  two  sexagenarians);  Maurice 
Larrouy,  the  author  of  “L’odyssee  d’un  transport  torpille”  does 
not  renew  his  style  in  “Sirenes  et  Tritons”;  Tristan  Bernard  al- 
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ways  keeps  the  reader  clieertul,  and  again  does  so  in  a  very 
amusing  modern  versitm  of  the  story  of  the  prodigal  s<ni:  only 
in  "Les  nioyens  du  hord”  the  son  c<'*mes  hack  to  rescue  his  father 
who  fails  with  old-time  business  methods  while  the  son  under 
Ills  appearance  of  irresponsibility  turns  out  an  up-to-date  suc¬ 
cessful  man.  Let  us  end  this  list  with  the  mention  of  Maurice 
I  )ekohra,  who  in  liis  ‘‘Flamme  de  velours”  has  made  a  fine  hit:  it 
i.-  a  humorous  treatment  of  a  case  of  psychoanalysis. 

The  three  best  volumes  of  short  sfories  arc  probably:  Kessel. 
"Les  Coeurs  imrs",  already  mentioned  as  having  received  the 
"(irand  Prix  du  roman":  Pierre  MacOrlan,  “Sous  la  lumiere 
froide”  (Notice  especially  Docks,  a  girl  of  the  slums  who  is 
blind,  but  carries  on  her  trade  as  a  courtesan:  she  imagines  the 
world  of  love  a>  beautiful,  but  when  sight  is  restored,  her  horror 
of  the  real  world  is  unbounded  and  she  tries  to  scratch  her  eyes 
out):  and  Pierre  Mille,  “I'n  Precheur  peche”  (the  title  of  one  of 
the  stories  in  which  the  priest  after  having  gone  wrong  returns 
to  the  path  of  virtue).  .\  collection  of  “Contes  Indiens",  left  in 
manuscript  form  by  Mallarme,  has  been  published  by  the  latter'? 
>.on-in-law,  M.  Uonniot:  they  are  very  delicate  and  not  cryptic  at 
all. 

Of  novels  by  women,  let  us  mention:  Princess  Bibesco, 
author  of  “Perrocpiet  vert"  and  "Unit  Paradis",  who  had  another 
triumph  with  “Catherine- Paris"  (a  Roumanian  princess  who 
finally  finds  France  the  only  interesting  country).  Another 
princess,  Mizra  Riza  Khan-Arfa.  gives  a  charming  and  delicate 
story  in  “Ibi  violon  chanta".  Minister  Ilcrriot,  who  is  a  con- 
naisseur,  praises  the  i)erformance  to  the  sky.  In  (lermaine 
.\cremont’s  “Cai  marions-nous"  we  have  one  more  of  those  in¬ 
numerable  novels  by  women  who  think  it  superi<w  (manly?)  to 
take  a  sinister  an  1  cynical  attitude  toward  life — as  if  the  world 
contained  only  rascals,  degenerates  and  morons.  (.As  to  this  lack 
of  genuiness  in  women's  novels,  see  some  remarks  quite  to  the 
point  in  the  article  of  Jean  Charpentier  in  the  "Mercure  de 
I'rance”  for  May  15).  A  well-deserved  success  was  won  by 
Mme.  Jane  Catulle  Mendes  with  "Ton  amour  n'est  pas  a  toi”. 

Books  on  the  war  still  drop  in  from  time  to  time;  and  some 
cannot  be  left  unmentioned.  Thus  in  recent  months:  Rene 
Naegelen.  “Les  supplicies"  (which  reminds  one  of  the  remark¬ 
able  “Croix  de  hois"  by  Dorgeles,  and  “Les  Vainqueurs”,  by 
Ciirard):  and  Robert  .Salomon.  “Babel  sans  femmes”,  by  which  is 
meant  prisoners'  camps  in  Germany  (which  reminds  one  of 
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'I'hierry  Sandro’s  fine  hook  ot  a  few  years  a^o.  “Le  I’ur^iatoire” ). 

Much  fine  French  urose  outside  the  domain  of  fiction  has 
come  out  in  this  first  half-year  of  1927.  Clemenceau,  the  TiKer. 
in  his  “An  soir  le  la  pensee”  ^ives  us  what  must  he  considered  as 
liis  philosophical  testament.  He  might  have  been  expected  to 
])rove  as  fearless  there  as  elsewhere;  and  indeed  nohody  can  help 
admiring  the  courage  of  his  meditations  on  the  deepest  of  human 
])rohlems.  the  one  treated  with  such  dramatic  force  hy  Pascal: 
must  or  must  not  man  “s’ahetir"  if  he  wishes  ti>  get  the  consola¬ 
tion  of  religious  beliefs?  What  a  contrast  between  this-  forceful 
writing  and  the  surprising  attempt  i>f  Baihusse  in  publishing  in 
the  first  i)erson  an  auttd)iography  of  Christ!  If  any  one  still 
doubts  that  Barhusse  is  a  dreamer  of  the  most  disipiieting  sort, 
let  him  read  “Jesus".  More  genuine  is  "l)e  Montmartre  au 
^uartier  Latin",  in  which  Fr.  (,’arco  (the  author  »>l  “L'homme 
tra(|ue")  gives  a  sort  of  autobiography  of  hi>  younger  years. 

What  must  not  he  termed  “fanciful",  hut  "interjiretative" 
writing  of  biography  continues  to  ‘obtain  in  France:  and  once 
more  the  man  who  can  he  said  to  have  created  the  ’emand  for  it. 
.\ndre  Maurois  (who  by  the  way  is  about  to  visit  the  United 
States)  comes  forward  with  a  very  successful  "\’ie  de  Disraeli”. 
.Among  other  volumes  of  the  same  character,  let  us  mention  L. 
Hatiffol,  “T.e  (.'ardinal  de  Ret/":  Due  de  la  Force.  “La  vie 
amoureuse  de  la  Grande  Mademoiselle’’  (2  vols);  11.  Malo.  “La 
Duchesse  d’.Ahrantes  au  tenii»s  des  amours":  A.  Feugeres,  “Un 
grand  amour  romanti(|ue’’  (fieorge  Sand  and  Alfred  <le  Musset), 
which  may  or  may  not  replace  (.'h.  Maurras’  “Les  amants  !e 
A'enise":  .Albert  Uahuet.  “Les  amants  du  Lac”  (Lamartine  and 
Mine.  Charles).  (|uite  timely  since  the  famous  “Hotellerie"  at 
Lac  Bourget  where  the  two  lovers  knew  each  other  has  just 
been  made  intt>  a  museum.  'I'he  heroes  in  the  fol’owing  hooks 
are  less  illustrious,  hut  just  as  picturesque:  Mine.  Marie-Loui.se 
Pailleron.  “L’en’evenient  a  la  belle  ctoile"  fa  story  alluded  to  hy 
Saint-Simon,  of  the  kidnapping  of  a  hoy  to  secure  an  estate  for 
two  sisters:  after  many  years  the  nu>ther  meets  the  young  man. 
and  blood  speaks;  she  starts  on  a  lawsuit  which  lasts  17  years,  and 
finally  carries  the  case  hy  crying  to  the  judges:  “Reconnaissez-le 
pour  mon  fils,  ou  je  I’epouse!’’)  Paul  Ginisty.  “TIistoire  de  la 
belle  Mme.  Ticpiet"  (  a  woman  who  hates  her  hu  hand  with  good 
reason,  and  plans  his  assassinatkm:  she  is  arrested  and  confesses 
under  torture;  is  executed  on  the  Place  de  Greve:  17th  century). 
In  the  "Collection  les  grandes  existences",  a  striking  “Mon  ami 
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l\(ii)fsi»ifrr«.’'  l)y  Hfraud.  and  a  i)arad(>xical  ‘A\’‘iidi<nu‘  avciiturc 
di-  ritri'toplu-  Lolond)"  l)y  Aiulro  Marins  (at  the  >aiiu  tiino 
another  l)ook,  more  balanced,  by  A.  de  Hevesy.  "Fbristoplie 
Colonib  on  THeureux  (ienois’A.In  the  colb'ction  ‘A'ii-  des 
Hoinnies  ilbistres”.  Jean  Mistier.  'A'ie  d'Hottniann".  In  the 
collection  “\’ics  amourenses",  a  "Lady  Haniiltmi"  by  Alb.  b'la- 
inent,  and  a  “(irande  Catherine"  by  la  I’rincesse  Lucien  Murat, 
nee  Rohan.  For  those  of  less  frivolous  tastes,  the  mystic  life  of 
"Sainte-Therese",  told  in  the  spirit  of  genuine  simplicity  which 
fits  the  subject,  by  the  talented  Louis  Bertrand.  In  the  collection 
"t  aracteres  de  ce  temps",  Maurice  de  Fleury  "le  Medecin"  and 
F  Perochon  "L’lnstituteiir".  In  the  collection  “Notes  et 
Memoires":  Fr.  Mauriac's  "La  Province",  an!  M.  Rostand’s 

“Le  Mariage”;  which  are  collections  of  aphorisms  in  the  style  of 
La  Bruyere  and  18th  century  writers;  and  Massis’  violent  attack 
on  the  invasion  of  Oriental  ideas  in  our  Christian  civilization,  the 
much  discussed  “Defense  de  I'Occident". 

Not  much  stirring  happened  on  the  stage  this  last  season. 

The  French  public  has  welcomed  to  Paris  a  number  of  players 

from  other  countries,  those  from  the  Netherlands  having  at¬ 
tracted  perhaps  most  attention  with  their  half-mythical  “Lucifer". 
In  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  Romanti¬ 
cism,  the  reprise  of  “Lorenzaccio”  by  Musset  has  been  of  most 
interest.  A  one-act  play  by  Crommelynk,  “Marchand  de  regret", 
was  successful.  A  farce  by  Maeterlinck  is  rather  a  surprise:  it 
i>j  called  “Le  miracle  de  St.  .Antoine”  (two  acts).  Last  year  quite 
a  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  Cl.  \’auters  “Madame  ne  vent 
pas  d’enfants" — which  en  ’ed  by  the  lady’s  seeing  that  she  had 
missed  the  real  thing  in  life  with  her  theory.  Two  bright  plays 

brought  the  subject  on  the  stage  again  this  year;  they  preach 

the  same  gospel  with  such  staggering  situations  as  our  age  (which 
not  only  accepts  plays  like  “La  Prisonniere”  but  acclaims  them) 
seems  to  demand;  but  it  is  of  no  small  interest  to  know  that  such 
plays  with  their  ris(|ue  scenes  advocate  balanced  ethics  .... 
which  is  surely  preferable  to  having  decadent  ideas  preached 
under  the  veil  of  faultless  etiquette.  These  plays  are  “L’Eunuque” 
(played  at  the  Femina),  by  Duvernois  and  Birbeau;  and  “Venin" 
(Gymnase),  by  Laloy.  Remain  Rolland’s  “Paques  fleuries”  is  a 
little  prologue  play  to  some  Revolutionary  dramas,  probably  not 
meant  for  acting.  The  protagonist  is  the  Prince  de  Conti,  cousin 
of  Louis  XV  and  friend  of  J.  J.  Rousseau;  the  time  1774,  almost 
the  eve  of  the  Revolution.  An  interesting  volume  of  reminis- 
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cences  of  the  sta^e,  by  Marf^uerite  Nforeno,  is  “Souvenirs  vie  nia 
vie  et  de  quelques  autres”. 

In  the  domain  of  poetry  we  can  he  brief  also.  The  Comtesse 
de  Noailles  in  “Cahiers  verts’*  surprises  many  of  her  admirers: 
The  woman  who  saiif?  in  such  a  pa^an  vein  the  joy  of  life,  and  of 
sensual  natural  life,  today  sings  of  “L’Honneur  de  souffrir” — an 
evolution  which  evidently  does  not  indicate  that  she  grows 
younger.  Raymond  Gentil  adds  a  pretty  volume  to  his  former 
ones.  “La  Lampe  d’Aladdin’’  has  many  charming  i)oems.  And 
Madame  Gerard  rHouville,  in  "Chez  le  magicien’’  gives  ex(iuisito 
liltle  “p»>emes  en  prose.’’  If  one  wants  to  read  a  volume  of  fine 
old  poetry  in  the  classical  form  and  classical  also  in  content.  Vt 
him  take  Raul  J animat's  ‘‘Soleils";  and  if  one  wants  extravagance 
in  form  and  content,  let  him  take  Pierre  Bourgeois’s  “Roman- 


tisme  a  toil” 

Poetry,  in  spite  of  the  modesty  of  its  production,  played  a 
lirominent  part  in  the  preocciqiations  of  the  literary  world.  Paul 
\'alery.  the  “homme  a  la  mode’’,  was  received  into  the  French 
Academy  in  June,  and  he  professes  a  great  admiration  for 
Mallarme — indeed  owes  his  fame  to  his  “Mallarmism’’  of  forty 
years  ago — Mallarme  became  a  la  mode  again  an  1  crowded  from 
the  public  mind  the  deliate  on  the  “Poesie  pure”.  Jean  Royere 
has  a  large  volume”  "Stephane  Mallarme”  with  preface  by 
VakVy;  and  Thihaudet.  another.  “La  poesie  de  Mallarme”.  P. 
X'alery  took  advantage  of  his  much  discussed  speech  of  recep¬ 
tion  in  the  Academy  to  remind  his  hearers  of  the  debt  of  French 
letters  ^o  the  great  poet  whom  Anatole  France. — whose  eulogy 
Valery  was  supposed  to  offer. — had  treated  with  litt’e  more  than 
irony. 

If  along  certain  lines  our  age  is  not  very  creative,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  studious.  Nothing  is  harder  than  to  pick  out  from  so  many 
scholarly  publications,  those  which  deserve  most  to  lie  named. 
We  offer  our  selection  for  what  it  is  worth:  A  new  volume  of 
Brunot’s  “Histoire  vie  la  langue  frany'aise”  can  never  he  left  un- 
nientione'’:  this  time  it  is  Tome  IX,  First  Part.  “La  Revolution 
et  I’Empire”,  “Le  frangais  langue  nationale”  (French  becomes 
definitely  the  language  of  the  school  after  a  temporary  return  to 
Latin).  Bedier’s  “Chanson  de  Roland.  Commentaires  et  gloss- 
aire”  is  now  ours.  There  is  a  third  volume  out  by  Ch.  \’. 
Langlois  on  “La  Vie  en  France  au  Moyen-Age.”  .\  posthumous 
“Histoire  de  la  Poesie  frangaise  de  la  Renaissance  au  Roman- 
tisme”,  by  Faguet,  three  volumes  out.  R.  Bray  gives  a  scholarly 
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'tucly  of  “La  formation  dt*  la  doctrine  classiquc  cn  France;"  M. 
MaKcndie.  “Du  nouveau  sur  TAstrce”.  Racine  inspires  three  al)le 
studies:  Dr.  Karl  X'ossler,  of  Munich:  i,.  Duhech.  “Jean  Racitie 
politi«|ue;"  and  J.  des  Hons  "Anatole  France  et  Racine" — show- 
inji  France  so  permeated  'ivith  Racine  that  he  plagiarizes  him  un¬ 
consciously  (crowned  hy  the  French  Academy).  An  alert  vol¬ 
ume  is  that  by  E.  Henriot,  on  "Voltaire  et  Frederic  11”;  and  M. 
Muller  has  an  “Essai  sur  la  philosophic  dc  Jean  d’  Alembert.” 
Halzac  is  a  never-exhausted  mine  for  scholars  and  critics;  within  a 
very  few  months  were  published:  Stephan  Zweig’s  "Balzac  et 
Dickens"  (publ.  in  French  by  Kra);  Baldensperger,  "Orienta¬ 
tion';  etrangeres  chez  Balzac":  Arrigon.  "Les  amies  romanti(iues 
de  Balzac”:  Juanita  Helm-Floyd,  “Les  femmes  dans  la  vie  de 
Balzac":  Ethel  Preston.  "Recherches  sur  la  technique  de  Balzac": 
t'h.  Le.ger.  "A  la  recherche  de  Balzac”  (Savarus);  C'louzot  et 
X'alensi.  "Le  Paris  de  la  Comedie  humaine”  .  .  .  and  we  forget 
'ttme  surely.  The  commemoration  of  Romanticism  (1X27.  "Pre¬ 
face  de  (.'romwell”)  is  probably  responsible  for  a  flood  of  new 
l)ooks  on  the  period.  But  the  most  important  will  surely  remain 
Maurice  .Souriau's  "Histoire  du  Romantisme”,  only  two  volumes 
of  which  are  out,  but  the  French  .Academy  has  awarded  its  most 
important  "Prix  Bro(|uette-( ionin"  to  the  author,  already  well 
known  by  his  edition  of  "T.a  Preface  de  Cromwell.”  Beret  has 
volume  1\'  out  of  his  great  edition  of  the  “Legende  des  Siecles": 
and  he  also  publishes  a  "\’ictor  Hugo,  riiomme  et  la  vie:  le 
theatre,  le  romancier,  le  philosophe,  le  critique  .  .  "  which  goes 
to  show  that  there  are  still  intelligent  people  in  our  age  who 
do  not  consider  themselves  superior  when  they  find  Hugo  worth 
while  .  .  .  but  they  may  not  be  heard  at  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin.  H.  Lyonnet  has  out  "Les  premieres  de  Musset”: 
Boutenm.  "Muses  romanticpios”:  Lasserre,  "Du  Romantisme  a 
nous":  and  in  the  anecdotic  vein  Seche  et  Bertaud,  "La  passion 
romantique”,  G.  Simon,  "Le  roman  de  Sainte-Beuve.” 

J.  Charpentier’s  "Le  Symbolisme”  will  surely  not  displace  by 
its  excellence  Martino’s  "Parnasse  et  Symbolisme”  (Why  should 
writers  still  continue  to  inflict  their  likes  and  dislikes  on  the 
pul)lic?)  Let  us  mentii>n  also  Fort  et  Mandin,  “Histoire  de  la 
Poesie  frangaise  depuis  1X50".  and  A.  Belis,  “La  critique  franyaise 
a  la  fin  du  dix-neuvieme  siecle”.  Soupault  erects  a  new  monu¬ 
ment  to  the  memory  of  "Apollinaire”,  but  the  latter  will  even  yot 
need  some  interpretation.  Pierre  Champion  gives  a  good  a:- 
count  of  "Marel  Schwob  et  son  temps";  an  1  Robert  Dreyfus 
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atid.'  a  volunit*  to  the  Proust  literature.  ‘‘Souvenirs  sur  M.  Proust  ’ 

I'iic  record  in  the  French  Academy:  tlie  dcatli  of  Robert  dv 
Fler>,  the  witty  author  of  “L'Iial)it  vert"  aiijd  “Primrose";  tlie  re¬ 
ception  (June  23)  of  Paul  \’alery:  the  election  of  Abel  Hermant 
an  1  Fmile  Male.  George  Fekhoud.  the  Belgian  novelist,  died. 
\'arious  manifestations  in  commemoration  of  the  Centenaire  du 
romantisme:  for  instance  a  special  exhibit  at  the  Maison  Hugo. 
Place  des  \'osges:  and  at  the  home  of  the  Xodier  cenacle,  in  the 
Bihliothe(|ue  de  I’Arsenal. 

A  fine  piece  of  news:  Hautcville  House  at  Guernesey.  so 
long  the  home  of  Victor  Hugo  in  exile,  was  jiresented  to  the  city 
of  Paris  by  the  heirs,  to  make  of  it  a  Hugo  Museum. 

Smith  Gollege. 


VALLE  INCLAN’S  RECENT  MANNER. 

By  Arthur  L.  Owen. 

RAMON  M.\R1.\  DKL  \’ALLh'  INCLAX.  Luces  de  Bohemia. 
Renacimiento.  Madrid.  1924;  Los  Cuernos  de  Don  Friolera. 
Idem.  Idem.  1925;  Tirano  Banderas.  Rivadeneira.  Idem.  192(). 

The  work  of  the  last  three  years  indicates  that  Valle  Inclan 
i>  feeling  the  puM  of  liberal  ideas  to  a  degree  that  would  have 
seeme  1  incredible  enough  ten  years  ago.  The  mysticism  of  “Flor 
de  Santidad",  the  chiseled  beauty  of  the  “Sonatas",  the  power  and 
tragic  pathos  of  the  “Gomedias  Barbaras",  the  state’y  detachment 
of  the  “Novelas  de  la  Guerra  Carlista”.  the  graceful  fantasy  of 
"La  Caheza  del  Dragon”,  the  raw  brutality  of  “Divinas  Pala- 
hras",  the  delightfully  cynical  irony  of  "La  Rcina  Castiza”, — of 
these  an  ;  other  valid  (|ualities  was  built  the  solid  reputation  of 
\’alle  Inclan,  the  impressive  figure  that  one  knew  before  1924. 
His  gallery  of  full-length  jiortraits  was  small  hut  very  choice.  At 
least  two  of  the  figures  are  certain  to  live — Don  Juan  Manuel 
Montenegrti  and  the  more  celebrated  but  somewhat  meretricious 
Mar(|uis  of  Bradomin.  X’alle  Inclan’s  singular  ability  t(»  catch 
and  reproduce  the  spirit  of  the  Mid  lie  A.ges  without  recourse  to 
its  staee  i)ro])erties.  to  iiroject  into  modern  times  a  bving  em¬ 
bodiment  of  feudal  lord  and  vassal  by  a  psychological  analysis 
of  the  mental  and  emotional  reactions  of  Don  Juan  Manuel,  w.i'. 
next  to  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  his  prose,  his  most  notable 
achievement.  He  remained  always  an  artist  juire  and  simiile,  in 
the  sense  in  which  our  generation  understands  the  term,  free  of 
preoenpation  with  iirojiagainla  or  “moral  lessons".  His  stiulies 
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of  the  more  or  less  wicked  poor,  e.  in  “Diviiias  Palahras”,  did 
not  contain  either  censure  or  suggestions  for  the  amelioration 
of  their  condition,  which  he  evidently  considered  divinely  or¬ 
dered.  Hi.-i  analyses  of  ])sych»>pathological  types,  e.  g.  in  “Tula 
X’arona”,  were  done  without  the  semi-technical  jargon  which 
clutters  up  the  i>ages  of  our  modern  psychological  novelists.  He 
wrote  always  as  an  aristocrat,  contemi)lating  with  ,»erfect  detach¬ 
ment  the  struggles  and  tragedies  of  an  inferi<ir  race,  for  whom 
he  was  not  without  the  sympathy  which  is  implicit  in  perfect 
justice  of  treatment,  but  in  whose  lives  he  had  no  other  imme¬ 
diate  iK'rsonal  concern  than  tliat  of  the  painter  in  his  nuxlels. 

With  “Luces  de  Bohemia’’  one  notices  a  subtle  change  of 
attitude.  Max  Kstrella,  a  radical  and  a  man  of  genius,  who  by 
liis  talents  is  the  first  poet  of  Spain,  ha>  lost  liis  sight  and  fallen 
into  great  poverty.  Dissijiated.  sick  and  destitute,  he  is  ignored 
by  critics,  press  an  ’.  tlie  respectable  public,  by  reason  of  his  re- 
bellion  against  conventional  autlmrity,  although  he  is  still  adored 
by  the  little  group  of  wretched  bohemians  among  whom  he  lives. 
We  see  him  in  the  last  day  or  two  t>f  his  life,  drunk,  arrested  and 
barbarously  beaten  in  jail,  finally  relea.sed  to  die.  The  play  is  a 
mordant  satire  directed  again.-.t  a  smug,  bourgeois  siudety  and  its 
venal  government,  a>  well  a>  against  those  feigned  liberals  who 
prate  of  humanitarianisni  but  are  ci>ncerned  only  with  their  nwn 
advantage.  The  tone  is  cynical  and  discouraged.  bt)th  with  Spain 
rtii.l  with  humanity.  The  ^alient  difference  between  this  and  the 
earlier  work>  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  autlnw  is  here  genuinely 
concerned  with  the  matter  tor  its  own  sake.  It  is  true  that  ne  has 
not  a  remedy  to  propose,  but  it  is  clearly  on  his  mind  ind  con¬ 
science  that  genius  is  of  le<s  consecpience  in  Spain  than  con- 
ventit>nal  morality. 

“Li»s  ('nemos  de  Don  I'riidera"  is  nntre  in  subject  tl- 

though  the  manner  is  the  same.  A  middle-aged  lieutenant  (risfi 
from  the  ranks!  is  told  that  his  wife  is  deceiving  him.  He  sin¬ 
cerely  wishes  that  he  did  m>t  know  it.  .\cc**rding  to  the  absurd 
code  of  the  army,  an  officer  must  avenge  his  lost  “honor"  by 
slaying  the  guilty  pair,  and  Don  Friolera  has  no  stomach  for  the 
business.  He  was  very  comfortable  as  he  was:  why  couldn’t  they 
have  left  him  alone?  He  argues  the  matter  with  himself  so 
long  that  his  brother  officers  decide  to  force  him  either  to  comply 
with  the  CO  ’e  or  to  resign  his  commission.  Finally,  forced  to  act, 
he  bungle^  the  matter  so  badly  that  he  kills  his  daughter  instead 
of  the  wife.  I'he  effect  i-  i>f  ^atire  bordering  upon  farce,  an’ 
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directed  ll'c  army  or.  more  i)roi)er’y,  against  its  officers 

riie  “court  martial"  of  poor  Friolera  reminds  one  vaguely  of 
Joyce’s  “Ivy  Day  in  the  Committee  Room”.  There  is  the  same 
inane  convcrsatii>n  of  a  group  of  dull-witted  men.  animated  hy 
stupid  prejudices.  Wliile  there  is  enough  coarse  language  to 
lend  realism  to  the  speech  of  the  class  represented.  Valle  Inclan 
falU  measurahly  })ehind  Joyce  in  this  respect. 

Both  the  foregoing  are  in  dramatic  form  and  are  called  hy 
the  author  “Ksperpentos",  which  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  a  jiew  term, 
an  !  which  might  i)erhaps  he  translated  “(irotesc|ues". 

I’irano  Banderas  ",  the  last  of  \*alle  lnclan’>  l)ooks  ti»  come 
into  my  hands,  is  a  full  length  novel,  longer,  in  fact,  than  any 
that  lias  preceded  it.  It  too  is  a  satire,  dealing  with  a  successful 
revolution  in  an  imaginary  republic  on  the  west  coast  of  South 
America,  which  the  author  calls  Santa  Fe  de  Tierra  Firnie.  The 
revolution  seeks  to  redeem  the  Indian  from  peonage.  'I'he  Presi¬ 
dent.  Santos  Banderas,  a  full-blooded  Indian  himself,  is  a  carica¬ 
ture  of  the  South  American  despot.  He  is  a  caricature  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  the  salient  characteristics  of  the  figure  are  exaggerated, 
hut  the  whole  stems  solidly  from  a  sort  of  transceiVlental  reality. 
Banderas  is  a  psychopath,  hut  the  author  reveals  the  fact,  not 
through  the  method  of  mo  lern  Freudian  novelists,  who  disclose 
their  subjects’  mental  states  by  reporting  at  tiresome  length  their 
imaginary  and  tedious  reflections,  but  rather  hy  showing  us  the 
behavior  patterns  of  a  psychopath.  Sinister,  coldly  cruel,  cyni¬ 
cal.  Banderas  knows  that  revolutionary  leaders  can  be  bribed 
more  easily  than  shot,  but  when  silver  is  hard  to  ci>me  at  he 
shoots  them  as  indifferently  as  he  bribes.  i)laying  a  silly  game 
while  the  firing  squads  execute  revolutionaries  close  at  hand,  in 
no  way  disturbed  by  the  reiiorts  of  the  volleys.  He  has  the 
l)olitician’s  jargon  at  his  tongue’s  end.  and  prates  hypocritically 
of  brotherhood  and  justice  in  the  same  breath  in  which  he  orders 
a  comrade’s  death.  His  only  normal  human  trait  in  his  love  for 
his  maniac  daughter,  whom  at  the  hist  he  kills  lest  she  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  revolutionists. 

.\11  the  characters  are  three-dimensional,  even  the  minor  ones. 
-Satire  does  not  spare  the  mother  country.  Spain  sends  her  dregs 
to  .\merica.  The  Spanish  Colony  gives  money  to  suppress  re¬ 
volutions,  interested  in  the  politics  of  the  republic  only  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  wishing  to  keep  in  power  the  jiarty  which  is  most  gener¬ 
ous  in  concessions  and  can  best  keej)  that  order  which  will  enable 
them  to  continue  their  exiiloitation  of  the  country.  The  Spanish 
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minister  is  a  homosexual  and  a  dru}'  addict,  pale,  fat  and  loath¬ 
some,  affected  even  in  his  intellectual  tastes,  without  an  honest 
or  a  decent  tlioujiht.  Don  (,'elestino  Galindo,  unofficial  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Spani'h  Golon\ .  is  a  disitustini;  sycophant.  The  un- 
speakahle  i»awnl)roker.  Pere  la.  is  also  a  Spaniard.  \’ery  interest¬ 
ing  psychcdoKically  is  the  weakling  Xachito.  the  tyrant’s  minion. 
I'ldly  ct)n>ciou>  of  tlie  de.t;ra<lation  of  his  state  and  hating  it  and 
his  niaster  with  a  hitter  hatred,  he  is  yet  desolated  when  he  falls 
from  such  poor  favor  as  he  had.  The  Yankee  adventurer  is  not 
lackiit);  from  the  picture.  “If  the  whites  remain  masters  it  is  due 
to  the  ships  and  «uns  of  the  I'nited  States",  he  remarks  cynically, 
and  the  Liberals  shout  “Muera  el  Tio  .Sam".  The  capitalistic 
press  treats  the  Liberals  with  unjust  ridicule,  misreports  their 
meetiti).;>  and  enccnira.ues  the  i)aid  thu>i>  of  the  tyrant  wlu>  dis- 
])erse  them  with  the  aid  of  the  gendarmes.  I'he  Diplomatic 
('i»rps  is  a  solemn  l)an  '  of  crooks  and  idiots,  who  in  the  face  of 
tlie  cri'is  uravely  draw  up  a  note  advising:  the  closinir  nf  the 
-aloon.N  and  tlie  strenjitheninji  of  the  leKittion  nuards.  'J'he 
peons  are  dull  and  uncomprehendinij:.  They  fi.uht  obediently  at 
the  orders  of  the  ranchero.-  whose  virtual  slaves  they  are.  Only 
the  revolutiimary  leader.  Rocpie  I'epeila.  is  possessed  i>f  idealistic 
motives.  A  Spaniard  himself  and  a  man  of  wealth,  he  espouses 
the  oau.xe  of  the  In  'ian^  from  a  inire  >ense  of  abstract  justice. 

\’aI1e  Inclan  has  not  lost  his  feelinu:  for  atmosphere.  I'hat 
of  Tirano  Manderas  is  »»ne  of  cold  and  in  'ifferent  cruelty.  The 
dominant  note  is  struck  in  the  Prologue,  with  the  scene  of  the 
siddier  who  is  buried  in  the  earth  to  the  waist  and  floii^e*!.  He 
is  -till  there  when  the  novel  ends. 

The  style  of  these  three  hooks  is  more  terse  and  nervous 
than  of  the  .'^onata>.  The  effcct>  are  attained  with  j^reater  econ¬ 
omy.  .Some  times  a  >im;le  word  suffices,  e.  .u.  "(  acareo  Don 

t'ele>tino".  The  characteristic  urouped  adjectives  appear  infre- 
<(Uentl\.  Often  in  rajiid  dc-criiition  the  verbs  are  omitted  from 
half  a  dozen  consecutive  <entence>.  In  "Tirano  I’anderas" 
americani-ms  abound  to  an  extent  which  makes  the  novel  diffi¬ 
cult  readini;  for  the  academically  trained  forei.i»ner. 

I'niversity  of  Kansas. 


liOOKS  IX  FRI^XCH 

l£MMAXriU>  MALVXSKl.  Capital  et  Propriete.  Paris. 

Librairie  Cervantes.  \92U. 

riie  ^reat  abyss  between  capital  and  the  masses  of  manki.iu 
is  stressed  in  this  l)Ook.  The  interests  of  tiie  capitalists  have  not 
always  coincided  with  the  interests  of  society  and  fre<iuently  the 
welfare  tif  the  people  has  been  overlooked.  As  one  i)roceeds  in 
the  reading  of  this  book  a  distinction  is  found  between  capitalism 
and  a  system  of  property-hol(ier>.  In  fact  they  are  regarded  a« 
inimical. 

I'nder  the  re.nime  of  Capitalism  money  and  acct>unts  are  tlie 
iH'KinniiiK  and  the  close,  the  means  and  the  en  !  of  all.  I'he 
specific  affairs  of  business,  the  direct  and  effective  utilities,  are 
secondary  to  the  accumulation  of  money  and  the  launchinjj;  of 
enterjirises  on  a  constantly  ^rowinij:  scale.  t'ai)italism  is  in  op- 
])Osition  to  the  best  interests  of  siK'iety.  Imiierialism  and  mili¬ 
tarism  have  their  ri>ots  in  capitalism. 

I’nder  the  regime  of  Land  and  Property  affairs  pertaininj^ 
to  production  and  things  are  the  beginning  and  close,  the  means 
and’  end  of  all.  Si)ecie  an  ’  accounting  are  sectmdary  and  are 
used  only  t*i  facilitate  production.  system  of  small  property- 
holders  evidently  is  more  in  keeping  with  the  best  interests  of 
>ociety  although  the  author  admits  that  industriali/ation  might 
take  place  without  capitalism. 

riie  author  has  undoubtedly  been  influenced  by  the  contem- 
ia*rary  eCi>nomic  history  of  I'rance.  Tlie  Industrial  Revolution 
developed  more  t.ir  lily  in  I'rance  than  it  did  in  I’inglaiul  or  even 
in  (lermany.  The  agricultural,  .xinall  projicrty-holding  group> 
have  been  of  more  impt>rtance  in  I'rance  than  in  Britain  or  Ger¬ 
many.  'I'lie  twentieth  century  ca])italistic  developments  and  their 
rtlatit>ns  to  imperialism  and  militarism  have  received  great  em- 
])hasis  but  the  author  has  a]>])arently  overlo,»ke  ’  the  great  part 
capitalism  has  had  in  making  it  possible  for  man  to  satisfy  his  wants 
more  economica’ly.  I'o  be  sure,  the  activities  of  the  capitalists 
and  the  financier^  should  be  controlled  and  the  social  point  of 
view  should  be  adhered  to.  but  large  scale  i)roduction.  making 
possible  an  increasing  degree  of  satisfaction  of  human  wants,  has 
surely  come  with  modern  cajiitalistic  industrial  society. 

— John  H.  Ewing. 
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JAL\)UKS  DUMAS.  Les  Aspects  economiques  du  Droit  de  pr’se 
avant  et  depuis  la  Guerre  Mondiale.  Pari-i.  Rei  ueil  Sirt-y. 

I92(».  2  v’ol limes. 

l’'rcncli  mafristrate>  used  to  translate  Horace  in  their  leisure 
hours.  Today  they  write  hifj;  works  of  scholarship  like  the  late 
(lahriel  Tar.le  with  his  Laws  of  Imitation  and  M.  Paul  Matter, 
the  author  of  an  eiiocli-makinff  work  on  Hismarck  and  a  recent 
>tudy  in  .several  tomes  on  t'avmir. 

M.  Paul  Matter  is  attorney  ;,>eneral  at  the  Court  of  Cassation. 
M.  Jac«|ues  Dumas  occuiiies  the  >ame  functions  at  the  Court  of 
■Vppeals  of  Paris.  'J'he  latter  i>  well  known  for  his  h’fe-lonj; 
advocacy  of  arbitration  versus  war  and  his  liberal  views  on  in¬ 
ternationalism  somewhat  tempered  since  the  world  war  by  a  va.mic 
nationalistic  complex.  He  studie.'  here  in  a  most  fascinatiii);  man¬ 
ner  what  to  many  may  seem  an  alistruse  tojiic  of  maritime  law. 
In  the  lijilit  of  both  the  lire- war  and  the  jiost-war  period  he 
shows  that  the  ri^ht  of  seizure  has  a  most  far-reaching  economic 
effect.  .'\ny  cultivated  man  interested  in  the  problems  will  find 
in  these  two  volumes  a  rich  mine  of  information,  ideas  and  per¬ 
haps  paradoxes  presented  in  a  brilliant  and  stimulating  style. 
Cornell  University.  Othon  Guerlac. 


KM  ILK  HAUM.XX'r.  La  Yougoslavie:  Etudes  et  Souvenirs. 

Paris.  1C  litions  Hossard.  1927.  9.60  francs. 

.\  careful  and  scholarly  analysis  by  a  professor  in  the  Sor- 
honne  in  Paris  who  has  written  extensively  in  the  field  of  Slavic 
and  Balkan  histor}'. 

The  theme  of  the  hook  is  the  historical  background  and  the 
present  kingdom  of  the  Serbs,  Croats,  and  .Slovenes.  Such  topics 
at  “La  nationalitc  serbo-croate".  “Le  pays  et  les  types".  “La 
slavisation  de  la  Dalmatie”,  “Les  Frangais  a  Raguse",  “La 
'Croatie  d’apres  les  souvenirs  de  M.  de  Tkalats".  “Les  origines 
historiques  de  la  Serbie".  “La  Legende  de  Kossovo",  “La  legende 
de  Marko  Kralievitch",  “Le  tombeau  d'une  reine  frangaise".  “Vers 
traduits  de  Rakitch",  “L’aurore  de  la  liberte".  and  “L’armee  de 
Karageorges”  show  the  wide  range  of  subjects  treated. 

The  work  carries  South  Slavic  history  only  to  about  the  time 
of  the  Congress  of  Vienna  in  1815.  One  should  call  the  book  a 
collection  of  historical  studies.  The  pajier  is  cheap-  so  also  is  the 
price. 

University  of  Maine.  H.  C.  Mitchell. 


BOOKS  ABROAD 


15 


ANDR!*'  SI  I'dl'K  IKD.  Les  Etats-Unis  d’Aujourd’hui.  Paris. 

Armand  Colin.  28  francs. 

Many  who  have  already  read  this  hook  in  the  Knslish  transla¬ 
tion  “America  Cojnes  of  -•XRe”  have  expressed  their  amazement 
at  the  accurate  information  and  keen  insifiht  ilisplayed  by  this 
worthy  successor  of  Toctiueville  and  Bryce  in  his  description  and 
analysis  of  the  .\merica  of  ld27. 

Those,  however,  who  have  followed  M.  .Siegfried’s  past  work 
are  not  at  all  surprised  at  this  last  performance..  For  twenty- 
five  years  he  has  been  studying  the  .\nglo-Saxon  world,  either 
ia  Kngland  or  in  Xew  Zealand  or  in  Canada.  Hence  there  is 
nothing  strange  in  his  almost  uncanny  understanding  of  .American 
life  and  problems. 

Some  years  ago.  he  wrote  a  very  original  study  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  geography  of  Western  France.  That  was  a  good  prei)ara- 
tion  for  these  illuminating  maps  of  the  parties  in  .America  which 
will  he  instructive  to  many  so-called  specialists.  Being  a  Fiench 
Protestant  whose  maternal  grandfather  wrote  a  popular  history 
of  the  ReU>rmation  it  is  only  natural  that  M.  Siegfried  should 
have  mastered  the  psychology  of  the  Puritan  and  so  deftly  ana¬ 
lyzed  the  effects  of  Protestantism  on  the  social  and  moral  life 
of  the  Unite  1  State>. 

Finally  hi>  familiarity  with  economics  and  finances,  so  strik¬ 
ing  in  the  'econd  i>art  of  the  ht>ok.  is  accounted  for  by  the  spe¬ 
cial  training  he  received.  His  father,  a  prominent  shipowner, 
mayor  of  Le  Havre,  and  former  minister  of  Commerce,  g.ive  his 
'ons  the  broad  and  cosmopolitan  education  that  he  him.self  had 
received. 

rims  this  author  who  combines  I'rench  clarity  with 
-Alsatian  breadth  and  thoroughness,  was  foreordained  to  he  the 
one  h'renchman.  out  of  a  million,  to  present  tt>  startled  Ameri¬ 
cans  this  searching  and  frank  X-ray  examination  of  their  country. 
Whether  pleasing  or  not.  this  work  wdll  he  considered  by  all 
indepen  ’ent  judges  as  the  nearest  approximatit>n  to  the  truth  that 
can  he  attained  in  dealing  with  a  nation  of  120  inilH<ms. 
t'ornell  University.  — Othon  ( luerlac. 

MAURICK  DEI.AFO.^^SK.  Les  Negres.  Paris.  T.e  s  I-'ditions 
Rieder.  1027. 

'I'his  volume  summarizes  the  life-work  of  the  author  annmg 
the  Xegrocs  of  .Africa.  .About  half  lu'  it  deals  with  the  history  of 
the  Xegro  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present.  The  other  half 
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deals  with  the  i»rescnt  culture  of  the  Xc^ro  iii  Africa  under  the 
captions  ct>llectivisin.  morality,  art  and  literature. 

.\s  to  the  mentality  of  the  Xe^ro.  the  author  remarks  that  it 
i>  i)rimitive  hut  fuiIy  in  the  sense  that  the  mentality  tU’  the  white 
race  was  i»rimitive  a  few  centuries  hack.  He  attributes  the  back- 
wardnes-  of  the  X’egro  entirely  to  unfavorahle  environment. 
Xe^ro  morality,  he  thinks,  is  not  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  civiliz¬ 
ed  i)eoi)le. 

In  reference  to  the  well  known  artistic  sense  of  the  Xegro, 
the  author  says  that  it  is  not  expresse. '  e<|ually  in  all  of  the  arts, 
hut  shows  itself  i>articularly  in  small  sculptures  in  stone,  wood, 
ivory,  wax.  clay  t>r  metal.  In  this  kind  of  art  the  Xegro  mani¬ 
fests  a  keen  sense  of  details  and  gives  to  his  ideas  a  i)rofound  c<»n- 
ception  of  realism.  'I'he  tribes  of  (iuinea,  of  Dahomey,  of  the 
Congo,  and  of  the  (Ireat  Lakes,  are  notable  for  the’r  clever  work 
in  funeral  masks,  sacre  ’  masks,  carved  seats,  vases,  trinkets  <u' 
bronze  or  copper,  and  jewels  of  gold  or  silver. 

The  vtdume  contains  many  si)lendid  i)hotographic  reiut*- 
ductions  «if  Xegro  types  and  Xe.gro  art. 

— Jerome  Dowd. 


J()S1’H*H  rCktjCAX.  Madame  de  Stael,  sa  vie  amoureuse. 
politi«iue  et  mondaine  Paris  Kditions  K;nile-Paul  Pr. 

15  fr. 

L'auteur  s'est  fait  I’liistorien  des  femmes  les  i)lus  en  vue  de 
la  Kevolution  a  la  Kestauration.  II  force  aujourd’hui  la  porte  du 
I)oudoir  de  Mine  .le  Staid.  Ceux  qui  out  ecrit  de  I’illustre  Ger¬ 
maine  n’ont  domic,  parait-il,  qu’un  portrait  officicl.  M.  T.  pretend 
avoir  trace  d’elle  un  portrait  reel.  11  n’aime  pas  les  femmes  cpie 
leur  grace,  charme,  esjtrit  on  talent  out  enlevcs  aux  soins  du 
menage.  Aussi  prend-il  plaisir  a  depouiller  les  lettres.  journaux 
et  memoires,  toutes  les  sources  de  commerages  et  de  racontars. 
C'est  a  I’aide  de  ces  donnees  historiques  qu’il  compose  un  portrait 
en  pied  de  l’auteur  de  la  “Litterature"  et  de  “rAllemagne".  Kn 
amour,  Delphine  fut  une  devergondee,  egoiste  et  sensuelle;  Co- 
rinne,  dans  le  monde,  fut  une  bavarde.  vaine  et  orgueilleuse,  sans 
tact  ni  mesurc,  etourdic  repetant  et  repandant  les  i  lees  d’autrui,  in¬ 
capable  d’en  comprendre  la  portee  ou  la  gravite.  Denuee  de  beaute 
et  de  grace,  avec  I’air  “d’une  femme  de  chambre”.  ridicule  par  sa 
toi’ette,  voila  la  femme  qui  joua  un  role,  pourtant  assez  consi¬ 
derable.  dans  le  monde  et  I’histoire  litteraire  et  politique  de  son 
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tonii)>I  L’autcur  vent  hicii  lui  rect>nnaitre  an  moral  (|ia‘l(|ucs 
actes  (Ic  honte,  ft  an  physique  clc  grands  et  heaux  yeux  noirs.  11 
rc|>roolie  encore  a  la  fille  de  Xccker  d'etre  etraiiKere  et  pro- 
testaiite  et  de  s'etre  melee  des  affaires  de  la  France,  ce  qui  ne  la 
reRardait  i>as.  II  lui  fait  un  autre  Rrief  de  son  enerRie,  de  sa 
volonte  et  de  son  esprit  dominateur.  Or.  si  telle  fut  la  femme,  on 
ne  cojnprend  ])lus  comment  des  liommes,  entoures  de  maints  pie¬ 
ces  femitiins.  se  sont  laisse  prendre  a  ceux  de  cette  mediocre  et 
vu'jjar  C  irce.  Si  les  (>eillades  out  seu'es  suifi,  ce  n'est  Ruero  a 
riionneur  des  trop  faciles  victimes  c|ui.  de  Xarhonne  a  Rocca.  en 
pa>sant  par  B.  C'onstant,  defilerent  a  tracers  I'esprit  et  le  coeur  dc 
cette  “terrih’e  femme”.  Quant  an  mari?  Epousc  par  ambition. 
Sans  .loute  (|ue  le  baron  avail  fait  un  mariaRe  d’amoUr!  Enfin, 
Xa|)oleon  a  bien  fait  de  tenir  a  distance  cette  I)ruyante  brouillonne, 
inouebe  epti  harcele  le  lion.  Bref,  M.  T.  reste  fidele  a  son  .sous- 
titre.  sinon  a  son  litre.  Heurcux  historien  en  possession  d’un 
instrument  d’analyse  d’une  telle  finesse  (lu’il  pent  separer  une 
oeuvre  aussi  subjective  de  la  tete  et  du  coeur  (jui  Tout  conguel 
II  aftirme,  d’ailleurs,  que  les  livres  de  la  baronne  out  etc  revus 
par  ses  amis  de  coeur,  notamment  par  B.  Constant:  cela  explicpie 
leur  valeur  intellectuelle.  Moins  absorbe  par  son  amie.  moins 
Slice  par  ce  vampire,  rauteur  “d’Adoli>be”  aurait  ecrit  de  sa  plume 
ccn  ouvraRes  dont  tout  le  merite  lui  revient  et  lui  a  etc  in- 
diRuement  derobe. — \’eteran  de  I’liistoire  inarRinale,  il  faut 
s’attendre  a  ce  i|u’un  septuaRenaire  soil  un  pen  vieux  jeu.  L’au- 
teur  n’a  peut-etre  plus  ce  (pi’i!  faut  pour  juRer  sainement  une 
femme  suiierieure,  a  (|ui  une  forte  personnalite  et  de.»  dons 
indiscutables  conferent  le  privileRe  de  franchir  les  bornes  as- 
siRiices  a  son  sexe.  M.  T.  semble  desirer  que  I’bistoire  soil  faite 
uniquement  par  des  bommes.  L'artrc  moite  du  Renrc  bumain 
n’est  pas  du  meme  avis.  A  qui  la  faute?  En  lout  cas,  Rardons- 
nous  d’ecrirc  I’bistoire  du  point  de  vue  des  Rens  de  maison.  Les 
honnetes  gens  et  les  Rens  lionnetes  continueront  de  freiiuenter 
le  salon  et  le  cabinet  dc  travail  de  Mine  de  Stael.  Ils  s’abstien- 
dront  d’entr’ouvrir  la  porte  de  son  cabinet  de  toilette. 

Tlie  Ibiiversity  of  CbicaRo.  — rienri  David 

.WDRE  M.\Rll’S.  La  Veridique  Aventure  de  Christophe  Co- 
lomb.  Paris.  Plon,  \ourrit.  1927. 

N’o  confirmed  and  unrepentant  hero  worshipper  should  read 
this  work.  FolIowiuR  in  the  footsteps  of  Carlos  Pereyra  the 
author  discredits  the  “Columbian  leRend”  wlrch  made  of  the 
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threat  discoverer  a  patient  saint  hindered  by  circumstances,  har¬ 
assed  by  ignorant  subordinates  and  caluminated  by  envious  of¬ 
ficials.  ^uite  to  the  contrary  .-^ndre  depicts  him  as  an  insistent 
but  unjirateful  suppliant,  an  incapable  navigator,  an  arrogant 
self  seeker,  a  deplorable  administrator,  and  a  cruel  deceiver,  riie 
exj>osition  of  the  thesis  and  the  narrative  of  Columbus'  exploit^ 
j)urport  to  be  based  on  contemporary  documents  and  abound  in 
(|uotations.  One  feels,  however,  that  the  note  is  a  bit  strained  ami 
that  iu>  adverse  evidence  is  i)ermitted  to  weaken  the  ci»nf entioii. 
In  fact  the  authi*r  is  somewhat  ci>ntradictory  in  ascril)ing  at  i>ne 
time  the  mistakes  of  Columbus  to  a  weak,  not  to  say  base,  charac¬ 
ter  and  at  another  time  to  his  hallucinations,  which  toward  the 
end  of  his  public  career  approached  mental  derangement.  The 
argument  that  he  would  have  received  his  first  commission  sooner 
had  lie  not  insisted  on  the  vice-regal  honors  and  profits  in  the  to- 
be-discovered  region.-  is  not  conclusive.  Doubtful  title-  and  prof¬ 
its  were  and  still  are  easy  gifts. 

That  C'olumbus  was  an  incapable  administrator  is  an  accepted 
historical  fact:  that  he  di  1  not  keep  abreast  of  the  advance  in 
cosmographic  science  is  undoubtedly  true;  that  he  deliberately 
deceived  Queen  Isabella  (and  perhaps  himself,  too)  concerning 
the  material  advantages  of  his  discoveries  will  not  be  denied: 
that  he  was  willing  to  traffic  in  the  natives  by  sending  them  to 
■Spain  to  be  sold  as  slaves  may  be  granted,  but  that  he  entered 
into  such  a  verbal  compact  wdth  a  powerful  converted  Jew  at  the 
court  in  return  for  his  influence  with  the  Queen  is  a  supposition 
unproven  by  any  tangible  evidence.  It  is  to  the  honor  of  Queen 
Isabella  that  she  rigidly  and  rei)eatedly  forba  >  the  enslaving  i>f 
the  natives,  but  Columbus  w’ho  had  lived  some  years  in  Portugal 
where  negro  slavery  was  in  vogue  could  not  be  expected  t«^  have 
conscientious  scruples  against  the  practice. 

The  author  stresses  the  point  that  the  theory  of  the  purity 
and  innate  goodness  of  uncivilized  peoples  which  found  its  philo¬ 
sophic  culmination  in  Rousseau  had  its  origin  in  the  dithyratnhic 
descriptions  which  Columbus  gave  of  the  island  aborigenes  after 
his  first  voyage.  Marius  even  announces  an  entire  work  on  the 
development  of  this  thesis.  The  conclusion  is  daring.  The  public 
will  aw'ait  with  interest  the  )>resentation  of  further  proofs. 

One  may  admit  with  M.  .-\ndre  Marius  that  .America  would 
have  been  discovered  by  1500  (Cabral  touched  it  by  accident  in  that 
very  year)  had  Columbus  never  existed,  but  one  must  admire,  not¬ 
withstanding,  the  initiative  and  singletiess  of  purpose  of  Colum- 
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bu>  even  if  they  were  mixed  with  an  exajjHfcrated  ej^oism  and  a 
large  measure  of  self-seeking.  History  d«H‘s  not  suffer  from  such 
a  work  as  M.  Marius  has  written  and  all  lovers  of  the  truth  shotild 
know  his  arguments.  The  style  is  lively  and  attractive. 

Miami  I'niversity.  — K.  E.  Hrandon. 

t  L.M’Dlv  AN  ET..  Suzanne  Lenglen.  I’aris..  Simon  Kra..  1927. 

J'he  career  of  one  of  the  most  romantic  fiijures  in  snort  is 
made  even  more  colorful  and  dramatic  hy  the  pen  of  a  journalist 
and  dramatist  rolled  into  one.  Claude  Anet  in  addition  fo  sh.ar- 
ing  with  us  his  enthusiasm  lor  ‘The  Oueen  i*f  Tennis'  ha.s  pro¬ 
vided  intimate  glimpses  of  the  tennis  arena  throughout  the  world 
in  the  past  decade.  Himself  a  former  champion  of  Franei*.  his 
knowledge  of  the  mechanics  of  the  game  and  the  psychology  of 
the  players  make  his  tihservations  douhly  interesting.  The  chap¬ 
ters  on  ‘The  Affair  Lambert-Chamhers'  and  ‘The  Affair  Wills' 
are  magnificient  and  for  those  fortunate  enough  to  have  viewed 
those  classic  conflicts  they  will  i)rovide  one  of  life's  rarest  boons: 
the  repetition  of  a  thrill:  fi>r  those  iu)t  so  fortunate  they  will 
furnish  the  thrill  vicariously.  The  arguments  advanced  to  explain 
and  condone  the  i)rofessionalism  of  Suzanne  are  reasonable  and 
adequate  and  in  the  light  «'f  recent  discussion,  timely. 

— John  O.  Moseley. 

H IK  E  1 -\  ALM  EK.  Un  Grand  Fran^ais:  Coligny.  Paris. 

Ernest  Flammarion.  1927.  12  fratics. 

Binet-\’almer  is  not  an  historian.  “Coligtiy"  is  not  an  his¬ 
torical  work.  It  is  an  historical  dratna  written  with  intense  emo¬ 
tion  and  personal  ettthusiastn.  The  author  is  descended  from 
Huguenots  driven  frotn  France  by  the  revocation  of  the  eilict  of 
Kantes  in  lb85.  He  is  a  popular  novelist  thru  his  “I’ne  femme 
a  tue"  and  “\’illage  pres  du  ciel". 

The  career  of  the  great  Protestatit  admiral  is  traced  in 
staccato  form  thru  the  intricacies  of  the  era  of  the  wars  of  religion 
in  France  down  to  the  tnemorable  Saint  Bartholotnew's  eve  in 
1572  when  Coligtiy  fell  a  victim  to  French  civil  and  "eligious 
chaos.  The  drama  rejiresents  the  Great  .Xdtniral  as  one  who 
“died  in  order  that  France  might  survive". 

The  style  of  the  book  is  erratic.  It  jumps  from  thought  to 
thought  in  hopeless  confusion.  Sotiie  sections  are  unjustifiablt 
short;  there  is  tio  need  of  such  short  sections  as  those  from  num- 
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l)cr  L  to  Ll\’.  For  lei.siirely  readinjij  it  is  intercstin>j.  l>ut  one  docs 
not  find  here  much  real  information. 

IJniv’ersity  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitcliell. 

HI•'NJ<^■  liOKDKAl'X.  Voyageurs  d’Orient.  l*aris.  IMon. 

.  X’olume  I.  Des  Pelerins  aux  Meharistes  de  Palmyre. 

A  series  of  sketches  dealing  with  French  travelers  in  the 
Fast  beginning  with  the  Crusades  and  ending  with  contempor¬ 
aries.  Not  comprehensive  enough  to  ne  of  much  interest  to  the 
scholar,  the  hook  includes  ttio  many  names  not  well  enough 
known  to  appeal  to  the  general  reader;  it  is  further  marred  hy  a 
tendency  to  magnify  the  accomplishments  of  France  in  the  Orient 
in  the  past  and  her  opportunities  in  the  present,  at  times  de¬ 
generating  into  i)ropaganda. 

Volume  II.  Lamartine,  Michaud,  Barres. 

More  purely  literary  than  volume  I.  The  essays  on  Michaud 
and  Barres  are  accorded  less  space  than  that  on  Lamartine.  The 
author  has  visited  all  of  the  scenes  that  attracted  Lamartine  in 
the  Orient,  and  in  addition  has  searched  through  a  great  mass  ot 
hitherto  unpublished  correspondence  to  make  a  very  good  study 
of  the  experiences  that  gave  birth  to  the  "Voyage  en  Orient”.  A 
valuable  hook  for  the  student  of  Lamartine. 

Oklahoma  City.  — Kenneth  C.  Kaufman. 

JFROMF  FT  IFAX  THARAIT).  La  Bataille  a  Scutari.  Pari>. 

Plon.  1926. 

A  lively  ami  gripping  record  of  the  experiences  of  a  war  cor- 
resjtondent  in  Montenegro  and  .Mhania  in  1912.  Terrain,  types 
of  combatants,  and  Montenegrin  peasants  are  described  with 
>ympathetic  understanding:  of  no  less  interest  is  the  description 
of  Mount  Athos  that  strange  monastic  republic  inhabited  sole^v 
by  monks  of  the  Orthodo.x  faith,  from  which  in  the  antlior'> 
opinion  emanates  the  common  hatred  of  the  'I'urk  which  lia^  al¬ 
lied  Greek  and  Slav  so  often  in  the  past  five  hundred  years. 
Oklahoma  City.  — Kenneth  (.'.  Kaufman. 

ICLKS  KAHX.  Histoire  de  San  Francisco.  Paris.  Fdition- 
Sansot.  L.  H.  .Alexandre.  10  francs. 

Jules  Kahn  has  such  preparation  for  a  work  of  this  scoi>e  as 
local  residence  and  pride  can  .give.  He  is  a  loyal  C'alifornian. 

The  hook  covers  the  ])eriod  of  San  I'rancisco  history  from  the 
founding  of  the  city  by  Padre  Juniperti  .Serra  in  177t>  (Jnl\  4tlil) 
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to  the  eartliquakc  of  1906.  It  is  the  first  history  of  tlie  city  »f 
gold  covering  this  pericnl  and  the  only  one  in  French.  It  hails 
from  the  home  region  of  the  I’niversity  of  California  where  such 
critical  scholars  as  Herbert  E.  Bolton  and  Charles  E.  Chapman 
hold  forth.  The  California  school  of  history  has  gone  to  seed 
on  the  Spanish  phase  of  California’s  history,  but  Kahn’s  work 
reads  like  a  journalist’s  appreciation  of  the  origin  of  the  "great" 
families  of  the  golden  city:  note  such  names  as  Hearst,  Crocker, 
Stanford,  Ralston,  and  Mills,  .\lthough  San  Francisco  is  not 
essentially  French  or  Jewish  the  author  stresses  the  Frencli  air' 
Hebrew  influences.  What  an  awful  blunder  against  good  histori¬ 
cal  taste  is  the  insertion  of  the  material  from  pages  153  to  170! 
I'heii  tt)o  note  his  statement  that  "Sir  I'rancis  Drake  decouvrit 
La  Californie  eii  1576" — long  after  the  discovering  expedition 
under  Cabrillo. 

.\  superficial  hi>tory  l)ut  one  that  should  take  like  wildfire 
among  the  native  sons  of  the  (lolden  (late  City.  More  interest¬ 
ing  rea  ling  accounts  of  San  Franciscan  history  would  be  Pro¬ 
fessor  Bolton’s  translation  and  edition  of  Father  Palou’s  history 
of  early  .^an  Francisco  or  Dr.  Williams'  account  of  the  \’igilance 
days. 

I’nivcrsity  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

.XLl'Rl'.I)  LOISV.  I’Eglisc  et  la  France.  Paris.  F'.mil  Xourry. 

7.50  francs. 

M.  Loi>y  is  that  former  priest  who.  after  having  been  excom¬ 
municated  for  his  modernist  views,  became  the  successor  of 
Reville  at  the  College  de  France  in  the  chair  of  Semitics  oc¬ 
cupied  before  by  Renan.  Last  spring  representatives  of  scholar¬ 
ship  from  all  countries  met  in  Paris  to  do  him  honor.  His  stand¬ 
ing  as  an  authority  on  Old  and  Xew  Testament  exegesis  seems 
imchajlenged  even  if  some  pious  per.sons  who  take  to  heart  the 
lirohibitions  I'f  the  archbishop  of  Paris  are  forbidden  either  to 
read  his  books  or  to  attend  his  ’ectures. 

'Phis  little  volume  of  237  pages  should  interest  all  those  who 
want  to  understand  the  thorny  problem  of  relations  of  ('hurch 
and  State  in  France  during  the  last  fifty  years.  .\t  a  time  when 
there  seems  to  be  an  aggressive  Catholic  party  in  both  literature 
and  philosophy  it  may  be  useful  to  know  from  one  who  has  been 
on  the  inside  what  are  the  political,  theological  and  scientific  views 
of  those  who.  either  in  Paris  t>r  in  Rome.  si)eak  in  the  name  of  the 
(  hurch.  To  be  sure  M.  Loisy  is  no  longer  an  orthodox  spokes- 


THH  I'MVKKSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


man.  Bui  ho  i.<  a  scholarly,  objective  an  moderate  student  of 
Roman  Catholicism  and  his  personal  experiences,  while  here  and 
there  somewhat  attectinn  the  tiuie  of  his  discussion,  dt)  not  de¬ 
tract  from  hi'  e<|uanimit>.  his  ptuse  anV  his  scieiitifii  honesty.  'I'hi> 
little  hook  is  a  very  readable  and  reliable  contribution  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  relations  of  (.  hurch  and  State  in  France  under  the 
Third  Republic. 

Cornell  University.  — Othon  Guerlac. 

JEAN  COCTE.Al’.  Lcttre  a  Jacques  Marita*n. —  JACQIHCS 
M.\RITAIN.  Reponsc  a  Jean  Cocteau.  Paris.  Librairie 
Stock.  1926. 

Jean  Cocteau,  delicate  poet  and  avid  truth-seeker,  sometimes 
to  the  point  of  absurdity  (witness  his  defense  of  opium,  and  his 
grotesque  cxi»edients  to  encourage  dreaminji.  see  p.  46  of  his 
“Lettre”),  one  of  the  most  remarkable  i)roducts  of  a  i)eriod  in 
which,  as  Jaccpies  Maritain  phrases  it.  “la  plus  subtile  pointe  do 
I'art  tourmente  la  sensibilitc  la  plus  affolee".  threw  a  feverish 
mass  of  religious  impressionism  into  the  form  of  a  ten  to  fifteen 
thousand  word  letter  addres.sed  to  his  friend  and  reliq'.ons  ad¬ 
viser,  to  which  “letter”  the  determined  Thomist  Maritain  replied 
with  an  admirable  presentation  of  the  case  for  efficacious  (irace. 
Both  documents  are  marvels  of  (lallic  keenness  and  suppleius', 
and  both  are  crammed  with  allusion  to  men  and  events  ;i  the 
strange  ferment  of  ]>resent-day  religious  France. 

— R.  T.  H. 

Ou  chercher  le  reel?  Cahiers  de  la  Xouvelle  Journee.  No.  9. 

Paris.  Blond  et  Gay.  192/. 

Kij?ht  essays  by  the  kind  of  jouii)'  men  who  hrinji  out  criti¬ 
cal  editions  of  the  works  of  Fifteenth  Century  nuns.  These 
{jentlemen  are  attemptinjr  to  betray  Philosophy  into  the  arms  of 
the  seductive  thcolo,i>y  of  .\(|uinas.  The  scheme  will  not  work,  of 
course,  but  the  ])lan.  and  especially  the  methods  employtMl.  are 
immensely  fascinatiii)'.  In  France.  Eldest  Dauj^hter  of  the 
Cnurch.  is  beintj  fought  a  battle  that  may  turn  out  to  be  the 
Church’s  bid  for  the  spiritual  leadershii)  of  the  West.  This  is 
why  the  contemimrary  neo-Catholic  reaction  is  so  interesting;  to 
the  judicious  observer  of  the  human  scene.  For  the  philoso|)her 
this  “Thomist”  movement  is  simply  another  of  the  vaf;aries  of 
the  (iallic  mind.  (These  younj;  medievalists  have  small  rcj;ard 
for  the  functions  of  the  critical  understanding.)  But  to  the  his¬ 
torian  the  spectacle  is  superb.  Here.  Anno  Domini  1927,  is 
another  ;;eneration  of  mystics  and  i)ietists  who  keep  shoutiiiK  tti 
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a  distracted  modern  world  that  it  has  failed  (whatever  that  may 
mean)  and  that  the  only  cure  for  our  troubles  is  for  the  Twentieth 
I'eiitury  to  ape  the  Age  of  Innocent  III.  This  is  the  sum-total  of 
the  message  of  “Oil  chercher  le  reel”;  that  we  must  re-feudalize 
our  souls,  and  re-make  the  map  of  Christendom  so  that  the  shades 
of  .Mexander  VI  and  Philip  the  Fair  and  Saint  Theresa  would 
feel  more  at  home- in  case  they  should  decide  to  visit  Hollyw'ood. 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  — Patil  Clements  Snodgress. 

I  .V  TORC  CONVFkri  (JKAX-MAKIA  AARIFI).  L’Anti- 
Coran  ou  le  Mahometisme  condamne  par  lui-meme.  Paris. 

Krnest  Leroux.  P>27. 

I'he  author  of  tliis  work  is  a  learned  man.  ^kille(l  in  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Christian  a|)ologetic  techni<|ne.  which  he  here  uses  to 
demolish  his  former  faith.  The  i)(»leinical  bitterness  of  this  at¬ 
tack  is  reminiscent  of  the  Christian  literature  of  a  century  ago. 
'I'he  acid  <|uality  is  probably  accentuated  in  this  case  because  the 
author  feels  the  need  i»f  self-defense  U>r  ai)ostasy  and  burns  with 
zeal  to  i)roclaim  his  new  faith. 

Mahonimed  is  comlenmed  because  I  e  flid  not  prove  his  claim 
to  be  a  prt)i)het  of  Cn>d  h\  verified  pre<lictions  and  miracles. 
These  are  the  accepted  proofs  of  t  hristianity.  'fhe  claims  of 
•Mahotnmed  that  the  Jewish  scriptures  refer  to  him  are  shown  to 
he  false  because  these-  prophecie-  were  all  fulfilled  in  other  ways. 
The  Koran  is  discretlited  as  a  divine  revelation  because  of  its 
mistakes,  falsehoods  and  anachronisms,  because  it  falls  below  the 
ethical  lev*‘l  of  the  (  hristian  scriptures  and  because  its  i)icture  of 
the  after-life  is  worthy  neither  of  saints  nor  (lod.  “What  then 
shotdd  a  man  do  who  has  had  the  niisf»>rtune  to  be  born  in  the 
wretched  religion  of  Mahonimed ?"  He  ought  to  abjure  the  er- 
r»'rs  of  this  “senseless  fanatic”  and  "embrace  the  Catholic  faith.” 
In  that  alone  is  there  salvation  for  the  soul. 

It  is  a  curious  lto<»k.  of  a  rapidlv  vanishing  variety.  I'lie  i»sy- 
clicdogist  would  find  it  interesting  material  for  the  study  of  ra¬ 
tionalization  and  the  blinding  jiower  of  bias.  Practically  every 
atgument  the  author  uses  coubi  be  turned  by  an  equally  biased 
.\toslem  against  (  hristianity.  I'he  historical  and  scientific  study 
ol  religion  makes  the  entire  argument  empty  of  meaning  for  the 
scludar.  h'ven  in  the  narrtiw  field  <if  apologetics  Catholic  scholar- 
shi))  in  Fnroiie  has  found  a  better  method.  To  watch  this  bat¬ 
tler  for  the  faith  wield  his  anti«|uated  weapons,  with  high  glee 
11, <1  pic(ures<|ue  oaths,  is  pleasant  entertainment  in  siiite  of  its 
futility. 

Cniversity  of  C  hicago.  — Kustace  Ilaydon. 
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HKNKI  c;iKAri)  ct  HKXRI  MOXC'KL:  Pour  et  centre  le 
romantisme.  l>il)lijrra|)liie  dcs  travaiix  i)ul>li<‘S  dc  1914  a  192^. 

(Etudes  fraiK'aiscs  tondees  snr  I'initiativc  de  la  Socicte 
des  proks>curs  frangai's  en  Ainc*ri(|uc.  lie  caliier. 

I’aris.  Societc  d’editioii  “Les  Belles  Lettres", 

1927. 

'i'o  show  the  attention  paid  within  recent  years  to  the  French 
Romantic  movement,  the  centenary  of  which  is  to  he  celebrated 
this  year,  the  authors  of  this  book  have  compiled  a  list  of  French 
hooks  published  in  the  last  dozen  of  years  on  the  writers  of  the 
Romantic  period  and  the  different  editions  of  their  works.  Peri¬ 
odical  literature  and  all  critical  matter  written  in  all  other  lan- 
miages  than  the  French  are.  with  four  excei)tii>ns.  not  taken  intt> 
consideration.  This  bibliography  inclu  les.  on  the  other  hand, 
works  of  a  general  nature,  such  as  literary  histories  and  anthohi- 
gies,  the  propriety  of  the  inclusion  of  which  in  my  "Hibliographie 
Vie  Victor  Hugo”  was  questioned  by  a  reviewer  in  the  .\pril  num¬ 
ber  of  this  i)eriodical. 

Baker  I'niversity.  — Maxiniiliati  Rudwin. 


FDOIWRD  M.\YXI.\F.  Flaubert  et  son  milieu.  Paris.  Edi¬ 
tions  de  la  Xouvelle  Revue  Critique.  1927.  12  fr. 

Recueil  de  six  etudes:  1.  Passade  de  Flaubert  et  d'une 
courtisane  desertifiue,  *‘lumineu.x  et  nostalgi<pte  souvetiir  d’amour”. 
2.  Identificatit>n  des  amis  (hum!'l  de  Louise  Colet  dans  les 
j)ieces  de  vers  de  la  deesse  romanti(|ue  “Ce  (|ui  est  dans  le  c«H“ur 
des  femmes”,  basee  sur  la  date  des  morceau.x,  attendu  les  traits 
trop  generaux  remarques  chez  les  dits  amis.  Flaubert,  tuteur  de 
la  Muse.  3.  Max.  du  Camp,  biographe  de  Flaubert,  moins  servi 
par  ses  souvenirs  que  par  ses  rancunes  contre  .son  ancien  ami.  ne 
doit  pas  ctre  accepte  sans  controle.  Conviction  de  Flaubert  <iue 
I’ami  de  sa  jeunesse  n'etait  pas  un  artiste  comme  lui-meme.  mais 
un  “bourgeois”.  Ressentiment  de  du  Camp,  lequel  perce  dans  ses 
“Souvenirs  litteraires".  4.  Le  “Livre  Posthume”,  autobiogra- 
jdiie  pretentieu.so  du  meme.  est  la  preuve  de  la  mesintelligence 
ft  da  la  rupture  des  deux  amis.  Du  Camp  ne  se  prive  i)as  de  pil- 
ler  son  ancien  compagnon  de  voyage  et  de  critiquer  S(»urnoise- 
ment  sa  retraite  d’artiste.  5.  C^n  episode  de  “Madame  Bovary” 
montre  comment  Flaubert  utilisait  le  document  humain.  5.  Revue 
des  procedes  de  style  acquis  par  Flaubert.  M.  Maynial,  grand  ad- 
mirateur  de  Flaubert.  i)repare  a  ces  enquetes  minutieuses  par  sa 
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“Jcunesse  dc  Flaubert”,  ronipt  uiie  lance  en  riionncur  de  son 
heros. 

1,’^niversity  of  (.'hicaKo.  *  — Henri  David. 

ALFKKD  .1  FAN  ROY.  Antholog'e  des  Troubadours,  XII- 
XIII  Siecles.  Introduction.  Iraductiiuis  et  Notes.  Paris.  La 
Renaissance  du  Livre.  Id27. 

.M'DI.M’.  Les  Troubadours  et  I’Angleterre.  fontribu- 
ti.ui  a  I'bAude  de>  Poetes  Anglais  de  rAniour  an  Moyen-Age. 

Nouvelle  editi(Ui.  Paris.  J.  X’rin.  1927. 

JbL\N  HFl'K.  La  Musique  des  Troubadours.  Etude  critique. 

Paris.  Henri  Laurens. 

Jeanroy's  excellent  translations  should  be  a  good  corrective 
to  the  all  too  current  idea  that  the  chansons  of  the  troubadours 
celebrated  exclusively  ‘‘an  illicit  love”,  as  we  read  recently  in  an 
('unpublished)  book  on  the  Lyric  in  France.  Sir  Walter  Scott’s 
Antiquary  was  not  the  first  or  the  last  to  lament  that  so  few  peo¬ 
ple  take  the  trouble  to  look  for  themselves.  M.  Audiau’s  little 
volume  is  a  serious  attempt  to  in  licate  borrowings  of  ideas  and 
phrases,  in  English  lyric  poets,  from  the  first  modern  singers  in 
tlie  vernacular.  Bibliography  aud  Index  show  that  the  author  is 
not  bent  merely  upon  amusement.  Prof.  Beck’s  booklet,  which 
is  finely  illustrated  and  beautifully  printed,  is  a  condensation  of 
bis  larger  work,  with  additions  and  hints  for  the  serious  study  of 
the  subject. 

I’niversity  of  t  hicago.  — T.  A.  Jenkins. 

MARt'KL  B(9l'LKN(JKR.  Moeurs  du  Jour.  Paris.  Plon. 

192(».  12  francs. 

There  are  moeurs  and  moeurs.  Moeurs  du  Jour  has  to  do 
luily  with  the  good  variety  of  the  species. 

This  book  is  a  collection  of  essays  treating  a  variety  of  sub¬ 
jects,  ranging  from  Bals  et  Jeunes  Filles  to  Philosophic  du 
Jardirier,  with  which  the  author  closes.  M.  Boulenger  treats 
his  different  subjects  by  comparing  the  society  of  the  pre-war 
period  with  that  which  follows,  that  of  today.  The  author  is  a 
very  close  o])server  of  life,  and  of  course  he  knows  his  subject 
thoroughly.  Especially  interesting  are  the  essays  bearing  the 
titles  Bals  et  Jeunes  Filles.  Venerie,  Recevoir  et  Etre  Regu,  and 
Le  Repos  sur  la  Riviera.  An  excellent  book  for  les  vacances, 
tres  spirituel  et  fin. 
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JOSE  ALMIRA.  Un  Ideal  Dans  un  Tombeau.  Paris.  Editions 
Radot.  1926.  10  francs. 

.\  .yrave  and  beautiful  hook  depicting  with  restraint  yet 
power  the  aftermath  of  doubt,  disillusionment  and  suffering  left 
by  the  war  in  the  souls  of  sensitive  Frenchmen.  The  final  scene, 
in  which  the  hero  at  night  beneath  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  before 
the  tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier  hears  the  voices  of  those  who 
died  in  battle,  is  especially  moving.  In  spite  of  its  tragic  theme 
the  book  ends  on  a  note  of  hope.  Love  is  invoked  to  save  the 
world.  “Sur  les  mines.  I'amour  .  .  .  et  I’amour  seul  pent  ger- 
mer.” 

From  the  depth  of  feeling  and  poetic  power  displayed  in  this 
book  one  feels  justified  in  expecting  much  of  its  young  author. 
Middlebury,  \’ermont.  — Katherine  D.  Morse. 

ROCH  GRP'V.  Les  trois  lacs.  Paris.  Librairie  Stock.  1927. 

I)e  la  i)oesie  en  prose.  Nobody  dares  nowdadays  to  do  things 
like  this  in  English,  and  more’s  the  pity.  The  author  is  a  philoso- 
l>her  with  a  poet’s  soul  and  a  poet’s  flair  for  noble  prose.  He 
visits  the  lakes  Leman,  Hourget  and  Annecy  and  the  hotels  of  the 
villes  d’eaux,  and  gives  us  his  highly  subjective  impressions  of 
those  lovely  places  and  of  the  dreadful  tourists  who  infest  them. 
Little  Rock,  .Arkansas.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress. 

KDOl’.XRD  SCHXEIDI^R.  Au-dela  de  I’amour.  Paris.  .\ux 
Plitions  Montaigne.  192ft. 

This  volume  expresses  in  brief  form  the  varied  modern  at¬ 
tempts  to  analyze  the  mystic  factors  in  love.  The  mystical  ele¬ 
ment  ranges  from  the  love  of  God  as  found  in  St.  Augustine,  or 
of  Plato’s  pure  goodne.ss,  through  the  attempts  of  the  Freudians 
to  purify  love  by  sublimation,  to  a  frank  denial  of  the  existence 
of  love  by  Masson-Oursel  who  advocates  the  Oriental  point  of 
view. 

The  volume  as  a  whole  leaves  one  with  the  feeling  that  all  are 
dealing  with  metaphor  alone.  Love  for  the  theologically-minded 
writers  of  the  earlier  articles  is  an  expression  that  covers  any  ex¬ 
altation  of  spirit  that  impels  to  good  ends.  It  is  the  expression  of 
the  god  in  us  and  alw'ays  returns  towards  God.  Ch.  Henry 
pushes  a  scientific  metaphor  that  all  our  senses  and  finally  all 
our  physical  being  depend  upon  vibrations  that  vary  for  each 
quailty  and  for  each  psychic  function.  Love  is  the  expression  of 
a  rate  of  vibration  dependent  upon  nerve  processes  and  secre¬ 
tions  from  the  endocrine  glands,  a  vibration  which  sets  the  rhythm 
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tor  the  (lanco,  and  is  the  expres>ion  etj  the  entire  heinj;.  Here 
a  physiological  mysticism  modeled  upon  the  latest  chemical 
theories  replaces  the  mysticisms  of  religion  and  metaphysics. 

Dr.  Hesnard  would  reverse  the  process  of  the  theologian  and 
find  all  divine  love  and  most  of  the  creations  of  art,  of  morality, 
and  of  religion  in  an  unconscious  transformation  of  sexual  love. 
The  sublimation  amounts  to  transfiguration,  but  the  origin  is  only 
veilc<l. 

If  for  the  Occident  love  is  all,  whether  we  deal  with  divine 
love  hronjiht  (Unvn  to  earth  in  sex.  or  sexual  love  deified  or  masked 
in  theology,  good  works,  and  in  art,  for  the  Orient  Dr.  Massen- 
Oursel  assures  us  it  is  nothing.  Marriage  is  not  for  love  but  to 
advance  the  family  position  or  worldly  standing.  Marriage  for 
love  is  immoral.  Sex  love  may  have  a  minor  place,  but  is  merely 
recognized  in  the  harem,  not  glorified.  Love  is  not  idealised  as 
with  the  Occidental  f«>llo’Aer>  of  Plato.  I'he  Orient  is  frankly 
scnsualistic  and  makes  no  attempt  to  glorify  by  ideas.  There  is 
no  ‘ail  dela'  for  the  Orient. 

Possibly  the  most  Interesting  statement  in  the  book  is 
Freud’s  denial  that  he  has  ever  had  the  courage  to  raise  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  what  love  is  fundamentally  and  that  his  knowledge  does 
not  suffice  to  attempt  the  problem.  Many  of  his  opponents  will 
welcome  the  confession. 

University  of  Michigan.  — W.  B.  Pillsbury. 

M.M’RU'F.  BARRKS.  Le  Mystere  en  pleine  lumiere.  Paris. 

Librairie  Plon.  1926. 

Mystery  without  melodrama  but  with  all  its  fanciful  appeal 
is  dragged  out  into  broad  daylight  in  this  volume  of  eight  fascinat¬ 
ing  essays  and  stories.  Maurice  Barres  investigates  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  with  poetic  reverence  and  does  not  remove  the  halo  of  ro¬ 
mance  when  he  places  subjects  in  their  religious  and  cultural 
milieu.  Often  he  gives  himself  over  to  fancy,  apparently  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  please  himself.  In  a  spirit  of  inquiry  he 
searches  obscure  corners  for  nourishment  and  light  an  1  comes 
forth  with  renewed  faith  in  the  living  unity  of  culture. 

— W.  A.  W  . 

MALLET  DES  SABLIERES.  I’Ombre  et  la  Po6sie.  Paris. 

Edition  de  I’Hippogriffe.  7  francs. 

An  “epic"  poem  which  might  be  entitled,  “What’s  the  Matter 
With  Prance?"  According  to  the  author,  who  is  nothing  if  not 
royalist,  “la  Patrie"  is  in  a  very  had  way  indeed  and  the  cause 
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Ho  in  tin-  siiui)k‘  fact  that  France  is  a  democracy.  Recall  your 
kiii^s,  is  the  author’s  constant  cry,  and  all  the  ancient  virtues  of 
the  race  will  be  restored!  Yet  on  the  other  hand  the  Kaiser, 
“kinij  of  the  Huns”,  is  portrayed  as  the  incarnation  of  all  evil. 
'I\>  the  unreKenerate  democrat  there  seems,  somehow,  a  contra¬ 
diction  here.  Incidentally  the  poem  treats  of  the  (Jreat  War. 

One  is  accustomed  to  thinking  that  the  epic  belongs  to  the 
past.  There  is  nothing  here  to  cause  one  to  alter  such  an  opinion. 
Middlehury.  Vermont.  — Katherine  D.  Morse. 

rOMTFS.SF  1)F  NOAILLF.S.  L’Honneur  de  Souffrir.  1‘aris. 

Bernar  !  Grasset.  12  francs. 

One  of  the  tenets  of  the  neo-Catholic  decadence  is  that  none 
>ave  believers  can  sing,  that  only  he  who  subscribes  to  the  creed 
of  Athanasius  can  ever  pattern  the  realities  of  the  imagination 
itito  lovely  or  suggestive  forms;  in  short  that  Art  is  the  exclusive 
l)rovince  of  the  orthodox.  Hut  here  is  a  woman  who  stopped  believ¬ 
ing  long  ago  in  anything  save  her  own  sorrow,  and  who  sings 
with  a  lordlier  air  than  any  other  poet  of  our  time.  Her  verses, 
in  the  classic  French  tradition,  are  true  and  musical  enough  to 
merit  the  fury  of  the  Young  Illiterates,  and  to  demonstrate  again 
tliat  Intelligence  is  no  enemy  of  song. 

Little  Rock,  .\rkansas.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress. 

ROHFR'r  CHOUClCr  riC  a  travers  les  vents.  Montreal. 

Li>uis  Carrier.  Deuxieme  edition.  1927.  73  cents. 

The  first  edition  of  this  collection  of  poems  was  awarded  last 
year  the  Prix  David  pour  la  poesie  by  the  Quebec  Government.  In 
1925.  the  “Ode  a  la  lil)ertc",  pages  127-131  of  the  book,  ha  1  been 
adjudged  second  place  in  a  poetry  contest  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Frencli  "Revue  des  Poetes”.  In  an  interesting  preface  to 
these  sixty  poems.  Henri  d'Arles,  a  laureate  of  the  French  Aca¬ 
demy  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  Canadian  critics  and  essay¬ 
ists,  stresses  the  technical  perfection  and  the  verbal  me’ody  of 
Choquette’s  verses.  As  the  poet  was  hardly  twenty  years  old 
when  the  book  was  written,  we  may  truly  consider  him  a  born 
poet.  Every  stanza  is  permeated  with  j'outhful  and  lofty  idealism, 
serene  emotionalism  and  wholesome  joy  of  living.  Poems  such 
as  "Vivre  et  Creer”,  "Strophes  a  la  Nature”,  and  “Invocation” 
are  incomparable  gems  of  genuine  lyricism.  This  first  collection 
augurs  well  for  the  future  of  Choquette.  If  the  poet  can  rid  his 
verse  of  its  slightly  rhetorical  trend,  fin  1  a  greater  variety  of 
themes  and  bring  his  imagery  into  greater  relief,  his  poetry  will 
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Mar<inetto  I’niversity.  — J.  M,  Carriere. 

l..\  FOXTAINK.  Fables.  'Pexte  Integral,  etabli  avec  une  intro- 
ilnction,  unc  bibliograpbic.  des  notes  explicatives  et  une  table 
de  concordance,  iiar  (instave  Michaut.  2  vols. 

Paris.  Bossard.  1927. 

I'he  “Kablcs”  of  La  Fontaine  liavc  just  appeared  as  the  eighth 
masterpiece  of  French  literature  to  be  offered  in  the  F'ditions 
Bossard,  published  under  the  rubric:  Les  Meillenres  Oeuvres  dans 
lenr  meilleuV  Texte.  There  is  no  question  here  as  to  the  work 
nor  the  text,  which  is  that  of  the  complete  edition  of  the  “Fables" 
which  appeared  from  1692  to  1694  under  the  poet's  supervision. 
The  only  variation  is  the  transposition  of  the  25th  Fable  (Le 
Jnge  arbitre,  I’Hospitalier  et  le  Solitaire)  of  the  12th  book  to  the 
end  of  this  book — making  it  the  27th — in  order  to  conform  to 
what  was  evidently  the  poet’s  intention  at  the  time  of  its  composi¬ 
tion. 

It  is  essentially  an  edition  d’amateur  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
word:  fine  paper,  fine  type,  painstaking  composition  with  two 
beautifully  executed  illustrations:  the  one  (vol  I.)  being  the 
familiar  picture  of  the  Fox  and  the  Grapes;  the  other  (vol.  II.) 
the  equally  well  known  portrait  of  the  poet.  The  first  part  of  the 
introduction  presents  very  succinctly  and  very  readab’y  what  is 
known  of  the  poet’s  life;  the  second  part  presents  no  less  ad- 
juirably  the  consensus  of  what  connaisseurs  have  felt  and  said  in 
regard  to  the  poet  and  his  art.  The  whole  fills  nineteen  pages 
with  no  words  wasted.  The  Introduction  is  followed  by  a  brief 
"Apercu  bibliographique"  of  the  editions  published  during  La 
Fontaine’s  lifetime  and  a  list  of  authors  a  consulter,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fourteen.  The  notes  and  the  concordance  present  with  the 
>.ame  economy  of  space  what  is  known  of  the  sources,  the 
variants,  and  such  information  as  is  Jiecessary  regarding  oc¬ 
casional  references  and  allusions  found  in  the  text. 

The  La  Fontaine  specialist  will  hardly  find  anything  new  in 
this  edition,  but  it  is  obviously  not  prepared  with  the  specialist 
in  mind.  On  the  other  hand  the  amateur  will  probably  find  all 
he  needs  to  enable  him  to  read  with  comfort  and  assurance.  The 
edition  is  limited  to  two  thousand  copies,  of  which  50  are  in 
“hand-made’’  papier  d’Auveragne,  100  in  papier  Madagascar,  and 
1R50  in  papier  de  fil  Lafuma.  The  poet  of  “Le  Coq  et  la  Perle’’ 
would,  no  doubt,  have  relished  the  implications  contained  in  this 
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cart-i’nlly  calculati‘(l  cstiniatf  a.'  to  the  financial  rc^t'urco  o:  lii;: 
;)rescnt-(lay  admirers. 

I'niversity  i>i  Minnestita.  — Colbert  Searles. 

ANDKK  CHl^NIFK.  Oeuvres  pub.  avec  iiitroducticm  et  notices 
p.  Henri  Clonard.  3  vol.  Paris.  A  la  Cite  des  Idvres.  1927. 
Bec<i  de  Fouquieres  G.  de  Chenier,  Abel  Lefranc  et  enfin 
Paul  Dinioff  ont  donne  des  vers  et  de  la  prose  du  fin  poete  des 
editions  critiques  et  aussi  completes  que  les  resst>nrces  et  Ie> 
temps  le  leur  permettaient.  Mais  I’etat  fragmentaire  d’une  bonne 
partie  de  I’oeuvre,  la  difficultc  du  classement  et  k*  souci  de  mettre 
au  jour  chaque  ligne  sortie  dkme  plume  aussi  amantc  de  la  forme 
ont  necessairement  fait  de  ces  diverses  publications  des  editions 
savantes,  cliarge>  «le  notes,  eclaircissement>  et  fliscussion>.  Le 
nouvel  editeur  a  cru  (pie  le  moment  I'tait  venu  .’’offrir  aux 
lettres  et  aux  ‘‘honnetes  gens"  un  texte  allege  de  toute  lourdeur 
erudite,  un  Chenier  lisiblc.  Les  deux  premiers  lomes  renferment 
les  vers,  le  troiseme  la  prose.  Sans  tout  comi>rendre,  cette  e<lition 
n’en  est  i»as  moins  complete,  puiscprdle  offre  I’essentiel  lU' 
(•crits  du  poete  et  ce  (pi’il  taut  des  commentaires  pour  en  rendre 
la  lecture  intelligible.  Notices  et  classement.  papier  et  caracteres. 
font  de  I’edition  de  M.  Henri  Clouard  un  parfait  ouvrage  de 
bibliotheque.  agrt*al)le  a  manier  antant  (pi'a  lire. 

University  of  Chicago.  — Henri  David. 

SCHILLER.  Le  Chant  de  la  Cloche  (Das  Lied  von  der  Glocke). 
Seize  illustrations  par  Rene  Berti.  Decors  .’.e  pages  par 
Maurice  Rapegno.  Praduction  nouvellc  per  I'h.  La- 
ville.  Paris,  h'ditions  Laville.  P>27. 

This  magnificent  folio  is  one  of  ihe  handsomest  pieces  of 
bookmaking  of  the  year.  Printed  in  a  great  clear  Old  Elzevir 
type  on  heavy  cream  paper,  Laville's  stiffly  faithful  translation 
of  the  German  is  quaint  and  touching.  After  the  French  transla¬ 
tion  comes  the  German  original,  with  the  ey's  and  th’s  of  the  old 
orthography,  and  last  of  all  Berti’s  firm  and  vigorous  full-page 
etchings.  The  publishers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  harmoni¬ 
ous  artistry  of  the  entire  volume. 

— R.  T.  H. 

L.VMAR  l  lXE.  Graziella.  Texte  (•tabli  d’ap.  Fed.  dtnin.  avco 
les  var.  de  Ted.  orig.  1849.  Introd.  j).  (just.  Charlier. 

Paris  Editions  Bossard.  192o.  39  fr. 

Si  la  fillette  de  Procida  a  fait  couler  bien  des  larmes,  elle  a 
fait  aussi  repandre  des  flots  d’encre.  A-t-elle  vecu?  Est-ellc 
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rcssemblante?  Mourut-elle  d’amour?  Les  divergences  entre  le 
roman,  les  “Confidences”  et  la  vie  du  poete  out  fait  besogner  les 
critiques.  La  jolie  plieuse  de  cigarettes  s’est  doublee  d’une  Graziella 
litteraire.  On  en  etait  la  jusqu’a  ce  que  M.  Gust.  Charlier  ait 
ajoute  a  la  collection  des  “meilleures  oeuvres  dans  leur  meilleur 
tcxte”  un  volume  renfermant,  non  pas  une  nouvel’e  ingenieuse 
hypothese,  mais  de  piquants  documents.  “GrazieUa”  n’est  plus 
une  originale  aventure  d’amour  ecrite  sous  la  dictee  de  vaporeux 
souvenirs  qu’une  imagination  conquette  edulcore.  La  naive 
idylle,  hclas!  a  trouve  ses  sources.  “Charles  Barrimore”,  roman 
du  comte  de  Forbin  (1810),  nous  transporte  aussi  a  Tile  de  Procita 
et  raconte  les  amours  d’une  fille  de  pecheurs  et  d’un  fils  de  famille 
ctranger.  Situation  analogue,  meme  milieu,  personnages  de 
pareilles  conditions,  details  ct  sentiments  semblables.  La  filiation 
est  evidente,  le  cygne  a  fecon.le  son  sujet,  comme  un  simple 
homme  de  lettres.  Et  ce  qui  ne  fait  pas  le  moindre  inl4ret  de  la 
decou\crte,  grace  a  Nisieda,  la  grisette  Graziella  s’apparente  de 
plus  pres  a  la  fille  des  deserts  et  de  la  solitude,  .\tala.  Encore 
Rene,  lui  toujours,  lui  partout. 

The  University  of  Chicago.  — Henri  David. 

lULIKX  GREEN.  Adrienne  Mesurat.  Pari.'^.  l'>27.  Idbrairie 

Plon. 

The  sombre  emptiness  of  a  provincial  girl’s  life,  given  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  unusual  conditions.  .Adrienne  has  no  friends,  no 
religious  consolations,  none  of  the  social  and  cultural  opportuni¬ 
ties  which  a  less  tyrannical  and  a  more  idealistic  father  might 
have  prorvided.  ,A  jealous,  invali !  sister  is  the  only  other  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  household.  Adrienne  loves  neither  of  them,  and  when 
dramatic  peripeties  get  both  out  of  the  way.  she  is  helpless 
against  the  ravages  of  hopeless  love.  Driven  into  the  arms  of 
those  who  hate  her,  she  commits  the  most  extraordinary  blund¬ 
ers.  No  one  can  tell  what  she  may  do  next.  .A  very  ordinary, 
normal  girl  no  longer  does  anything  but  the  exceptional.  Here 
lies  the  weakness  of  Julien  Green’s  second  novel,  which  started 
out  to  be  the  study  of  a  universal  type.  It  records  withal  con¬ 
vincing  observations  of  provincial  life  without  a  trace  of  gaiety  or 
of  romantic  glamor. 

— W  .  A.  W. 

EMANUEL  BOVE.  Armand.  Paris.  Emile-Paul  Freres.  1927. 

12  francs. 

The  rambling  and  detailed  story  of  a  young  Parisian  who  has 
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deserted  liis  l)oylu>od  frien  ’  i(ir  a  more  comtortaI)le  existence  witli 
his  mistress.  He  experiences  pan^s  of  regret  on  meeting  thi.s 
friend,  who  is  still  in  miserable  circumstances.  In  the  end,  the 
hero  deserts  his  mistress,  after  falling  in  love  with  his  friend’s 
sister,  and  he  seems  to  wander  listessly  back  into  his  former  life. 

— Edna  Hessent. 

JEAN-SIMON  MK'HEL.  L’heroique  petite  madame  Arnauld. 

Paris.  Avila.  1^27. 

The  story  of  a  young  woman  who  defend'  a  fort  far  in  tlie 
interior  of  Morocco  against  the  first  irruption  of  the  Kiffian  re¬ 
bellion.  Only  a  few  hours  before  news  came  that  the  fort  was  to 
be  attacked,  she  has  had  a  struggle  with  her  best  friend,  (.'aptain 
Parent,  and  has  taken  his  life.  .\11  through  the  long  days  and 
nights  of  battle  the  form  of  t'ai>tain  Parent  seem>  to  stand  by  her. 
and  >hc  can  hear  his  bitter,  laughing  words  in  her  ears  directing 
the  siege.  She  staggers  un>leeping  through  these  many  days, 
for  this  ghost  will  allow  her  no  rest.  But  she  directs  the  fighting 
with  admirable  skill,  and  holds  out  till  aid  arrives. 

The  sensational  theme  is  well  and  interestingly  handled. 

— \V.  K.  Ivy. 

PIERRE  BENOIT.  Le  Roi  lepreux.  Paris.  Albin  Michel. 
l‘>27.  12  francs. 

Regardless  of  court  ver«licts.  Pierre  Benoit  continues  to  vindi¬ 
cate  his  right  to  occupy  the  place  of  H.  Rider  Haggard  as  a 
narrator  of  strange  adventures  in  out-of-the-way  corners  of  the 
earth.  The  ruins  of  the  mysterious  city  of  Angkor — likewise 
described  by  Pierre  Loti — furnish  the  setting  for  a  tale  of  Orien¬ 
tal  intrigue  and  Occidental  love  in  his  latest  romance.  “Le  Roi 
lepreux”  shows  the  same  subtle  mingling  of  fact  and  fancy  and 
the  same  careful  documentation  as  the  best  of  his  works,  though 
again  we  miss  the  elusive  spell  of  “PAtlantide",  which  remains 
his  masterpiece. 

— Todd  Downing. 

JE.AN  GUYON-CESBRON.  La  plus  belle  conquete.  Paris. 

Albin  Michel.  1927.  12  francs. 

Jean  Guyon-Cesbron’s  first  novel,  “Le  Feu  interieur”,  had 
been  the  object  of  sympathetic  comments  on  the  part  of  several 
critics,  who  saw  in  it  the  work  of  a  promising  novelist.  To  those 
readers  who  opened  “La  plus  belle  conriuete”  in  the  expectation 
of  enjoying  an  interesting  and  worthwhile  book,  it  must  have 
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I)ecn ^  disappointing  txpericnct'  to  find  how  much  the  author  had 
fallen  short  of  realiziiiR  these  hopes.  The  novel’s  highly  fantas¬ 
tic  plot  is  loosely  woven  around  the  numerous  business  specula¬ 
tions  and  enterprises  of  James  Duroc  and  the  sentimental  af¬ 
fairs  which,  in  his  leisure  time,  he  has  with  a  married  woman  and 
an  ultra-modern  flapper.  The  story  comes  to  a  most  sudden  and 
une.xpccted  end  with  the  marriage  of  the  hero  with  an  actress 
for  hygienic  reasons.  The  action  is  all  external;  none  of  the 
characters  are  living  as  they  are  shallow  and  incapable  of  powerful 
and  lasting  emotions.  The  title  itself  of  the  novel  is  hardly 
justified.  The  hero  is  too  cold  and  business-like  to  be  conscious 
of  a  .strong  inner  life.  There  being  only  a  very  superficial  strug¬ 
gle  on  his  part,  we  fail  to  sec  how  he  can  be  said  to  conquer  him¬ 
self. 

Marquette  University.  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

HF.RVh'  DE  RAUVILLE.  Ames  exotiques.  Paris.  Marpon  & 
Cie,  editeurs.  1927.  12  francs. 

rhe  plot  of  "Ames  cxoti(|ues”  built  around  the  racial  pre¬ 
judice  which,  in  the  colonies,  makes  marriage  between  people  of 
pure  and  mixe  1  blood  a  most  difficult  problem,  might  have  easily 
furnished  the  subject-matter  of  an  interesting  psychological  study. 
Unfortunately,  the  novel  fails  to  hold  our  attention.  The  author’s 
technique  is  quite  rudimentary;  his  style  is  heavy  and  colorless; 
furthermore,  he  cannot  build  up.  a  plot  and,  as  a  result,  the  action 
progresses  very  slowly.  From  the  standpoint  of  characterization, 
the  book  is  an  utter  failure.  The  second  part  of  the  novel, 
w'here  the  author  shifts  the  action  from  the  colonial  atmosphere 
of  Mauritius  to  the  more  complex  life  of  Paris,  is  no  better  than 
the  first.  The  attempt  to  describe  the  reaction  of  the  Mauritians 
to  this  change  of  surrounding  and  their  attitude  towards  European 
civilization  is  not  a  successful  one.  The  psychological  content  of 
this  book  is  puerile  and  extremely  superficial.  The  colonials  are 
Ntruck  only  by  the  external  features  of  French  life  and  institu¬ 
tions;  they  do  not  understand  the  fundamental  differences 
between  the  social  and  cultural  life  of  the  metropolis  and  that 
of  the  colony. 

Mar(iuette  University.  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

J.\CUH  LE\'V.  Les  Doubles-Juifs.  Paris.  Ferenezi.  12  francs. 

This  novel  is  one  of  a  trilogy  dealing  with  the  conflict  between 
Jew  and  (lentile  and  between  the  orthodi^x  Jew  and  his  more  liberal 
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brother.  In  this  story  the  two  contrasting  characters  are  Samuel 
Springer,  modern  in  his  view's,  kindly,  and  desirous  of  making 
those  around  him  happy,  and  Abraham  Steiner,  fanatical  in  his 
adherence  to  the  “Law".  In  the  name  of  religion  Steiner  wrecks 
the  happiness  of  his  son  and  indirectly  causes  the  death  of  his 
daughter-in-law,  but  he  meets  all  catastrophes  with  a  resigned 
“Thy  will  be  done."  The  author  has  presented  fairly  and  with¬ 
out  prejudice  a  tyiH*  which  undoubtedly  exists  in  Jewish  com¬ 
munities,  as  we  know  it  does  elsewhere. 

— Elsie  j.  McFarlan  1. 

HENRY  BORDE.AUX.  Lc  Barrage.  Paris.  Lihrairie  Plon.  P>37. 

Break  the  mystic  ?pell  which  hinds  the  peasant  to  the  soil 
and  the  flood-gates  of  civilized  vices  are  <^pen:  social  distintegra- 
tion  is  only  a  matter  of  time,  that  is  the  theme  of  a  story  in  which 
Henry  Bordeaux  is  thortnighly  at  home  with  his  mountaineer.^ 
of  Savoy.  The  exigencies  of  industrial  progress  have  deprived  a 
community  of  its  village  and  its  dead  and  the  comforts  of  a  new 
made-to-order  village  with  an  uninhabited  cemetery  only  widen 
the  break  with  the  past.  Something  new  and  e.xquisitely  human 
in  a  love  plot  runs  through  the  whole  story.  The  author  distin¬ 
guishes  clearly  between  material  and  human  imogress  and  sur¬ 
passes  himself  as  a  psychological  analyst. 

— \V.  A.  \V. 

HENRI  DEBFRLY.  Le  Supplice  de  Phedre.  Paris.  X  o  live  lie 
Revue  Frangaise.  1927. 

Phis  novel  captured  the  Goncourt  Prize  last  year,  and  then 
went  into  eighty-eight  “editions".  An  intensely  serious  work  of 
which  the  author  seems  to  have  missed  the  humorous  element. 
■\  :  -y ’ho’ogiral  study  (novels  are  “studies"  nowadays,  and  in 
I'r.’nce  es'iecially,  they  are  extremely  psychohygical)  of  a  lady 
who  became  violently  enamored  of  her  step-son.  Fortunately  she 
>ucceeded  in  keeping  the  matter  a  secret,  and  everything  is  all 
right  now.  A  first-rate  piece  of  craftsmanship,  but  it  t.no  “pure" 
and  too  serious  for  the  general. 

Little  Rock,  .Arkansas.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress. 

PIERRE  GIR.ARD.  Connaissez  mieux  le  coeur  des  Femmes. 

Paris.  Simon  Kra.  1927. 

.-\  capital  story  of  a  he-ingenu  who  suffered  a  ’ong  series  of 
misfortunes  due  to  his  lack  of  early  training  in  the  art  of  persuad¬ 
ing  women  to  be  kind. 

Little  Rock.  .Arkansas.  — -Paul  Clements  Sno  Igress. 
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^WDRl”'  BKl'C  LKR.  Gueule  d’Amour.  Paris.  Nouvelle  Revue 
'  Fraiu^aise.  1927.  12  francs. 

This  story  keeps  promising  to  become  wicked,  page  after 
page,  but  the  goods  remain  undelivered.  If  it  is  ever  translated 
into  English  it  will  sell  a  million  copies  the  first  week,  and  then 
tlie  publishers  will  he  assailed  by  a  million  swindled  readers  de¬ 
manding  their  money  hack. 

Little  Rock.  Arkansas.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress. 

Hh'.NRl  CHASSIN.  Machin  de  Belleville.  Roman  en  argot. 

Paris.  Aux  Editions  Radot.  1927.  9  francs. 

If  there  is  more  poetry  in  the  March  on  Versailles  than  in 
the  h'ete  des  Fleur.-  at  Nice- -and  even  in  the  .Anglo-Saxon 
world  we  are  beginning  to  realize  that  there  is — Henri  Chassin  is 
more  the  i)oet  than  most  of  the  ’aureates  of  the  acaMemies.  These 
uncouth  and  shameless  proletarian  outbursts,  these  shockingly 
l)ad-mannered  rhymes  in  the  lingo  of  the  faubourg,  are  written 
with  an  art  which,  a  foreign  layman  suspects,  may  be  almost  as 
conscious  and  masterful  as  the  art  of  Racine  or  Victor  Hugo — 
there  is,  for  example,  a  strong,  almost  Germanic  rhythm  to  them 
which  is  Chassin’s  own  and  vvhich  is  irresistib'y  fine — and  they 
carry  a  bloody  arraignment  of  war,  capitalism,  bourgeois  hypo¬ 
crisy,  a  yearning  for  justice,  love  and  laughter,  a  cynical  clairvoy¬ 
ance  and  a  despairing  tenderness  that  wrings  one’s  heart.  This 
neglected  child  of  an  ignorant  market-woman,  w'ho  taught  him¬ 
self  to  write  verses  and  entertain  the  cabaret  loafers  with  them, 
is  an  artist  and  has  a  message.  It  is  unfortunate  that  poetry  so 
genuine  and  powerful  is  difficult  for  the  foreigner,  but  if  one  keeps 
at  it,  the  reading  grows  easier  an’1  easier. 

— R.  T.  H. 

M.ARIA  ENRIQUETA.  Lc  Secret.  Paris.  Bloud  &  Gay.  1926. 

A  translation  from  the  Spanish,  published  in  the  .series  of 
“Les  Cahiers  Feminins”.  A  sympathetic  study  of  the  character 
'■evelopment  of  a  boy  who  at  the  heginning  of  the  .story  is  head¬ 
strong,  proud,  inconsiderate  of  others  and  animated  with  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  boyish  ability  to  get  into  trouble.  Seri¬ 
ous  financial  troubles  overtake  the  family  and  we  see  “Pablo”  at¬ 
tempting  to  adjust  himself  to  the  changed  circumstances  of  his  life. 
The  boy’s  love  for  his  family,  and  especially  for  his  father,  is  his 
one  stabilizing  quality.  His  final  regeneration  of  character  is 
due  to  grief  over  his  father’s  supposed  death  and  remorse  for  his 
behavior  before  his  father’.*!  departure.  The  latter  part  of  the 
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story,  especially,  is  handled  with  great  skill  and  insight  into  a 
child’s  mind.  The  pictures  of  home  life  are  vivid  and  the  other 
characters  arc  well,  tho  briefly,  drawn.  The  whole  story  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  sombre  key  with  no  touches  of  humor.  .\  dramatic  and 
affecting  climax  is  reached  at  the  end. 

— Margaret  W.  Dodge. 

JACQUES  HAI.WILLE.  Jaco  et  Lori.  Paris.  V>27.  (irassct. 

247  pp.  in-16. 

Je  ne  sais  pas,  si.  en  .\meriquc,  on  a  du  temps  a  perdre  et  si 
par  suite,  on  lit  “L’ Action  Fram,'aise”.  Mais  je  soup(:onne  (lue 
quelques  amateurs  de  pittoresque  s’y  adonnent,  de  temps  a  autre 
au  moins,  a  cc  sport  inmicent  et  de  tout  repos  et  si,  par  hasard, 
I’un  d'entre  eux  trouve  ces  lignes,  il  me  rendra  certainemeiit 
rhommage,  d’ailleurs  tres  relatif,  d’empecher,  dans  la  mcsure  de 
mes  faibles  moyeiis,  <iu’une  facheuse  equivoque  se  consolide  sur 
le  caractere  du  talent  de  Tun  des  ecrivains  les  plus  distingues  de 
ce  groupe  aussi  tapageur  qu’en  realite  pen  influent  en  France. 

M.  Jacques  Bainville,  soit  dit  en  passant,  n’a  du  talent  que 
parcc  qu’il  a  heaucoup  de  toupet.  Chroniqueur  politique  de 
feuilles  assez  divergentes.  il  vaticine  chaqne  jour  sans  souci  de  voir, 
Ic  lendemain,  ses  augurcs  dementis  par  la  realite.  Qu’importe 
que  I’Histoire  lui  demontre  (|ue  sa  pretention  a  la  morigener  est  la 
I)lus  futile  qui  soit?  De  son  cabinet  de  travail — tels,  durant  la 
derniere  Guerre,  taut  d'eminents  strateges  en  chainhre  -  il  none  et 
denoue  Ic  faisceau  de  ses  pronosticatii>ns  et.  en  chat  roinpu  a  ces 
tour-  de  jiasse-passe.  retombe  toujours,  meme  apres  les  sauts  les 
plus  perilleux.  sur  ses  pattes.  Mais  ce  n’est  pas  .du  Bainville 
journaliste  qn’il  s’agit  ici.  mais  du  disciple  un  pen  desuet  d’un 
X'oltaire —  celni  de  “Candide”  ct  de  “L’lngenu” — qui  aurait  assez 
vecti  pour  se  matiner  d’.Xnatole  France — I’Anato’e  France  de 
“L’lle  des  Pingouins”. 

“Jaco  et  Lori”  pourra  amuser  les  scepti(|ues.  Car  I’esprit  n'y 
fait  pas  defaut  et  la  langue  en  est  bonne.  Ces  confessions  de 
perroquets  valent  ce  qu’elles  valent  et  M.  Bainville,  en  y  fusti- 
geant  riiumane  betise  sous  pretexte  de  flageller  les  vices  du 
regime  democratique,  ne  s’est  sans  vloute  pas  apergu  que  I'arme 
qu’il  maniait  etait  a  deux  tranchants  et  se  retournait  centre  ses 
plus  cheres  doctrines.  Cet  ecrivain  «lc  parti  nous  apparait  ici  a 
la  faQon  du  Maitrc  Jacques  de  Molierc.  ^1  travaille  en  partie 
double.  Comme  membre  de  r“Action  Frangaise”,  il  est  cense 
croire  fermement  a  de  vieilles  sottises.  dementies  par  I’Histoire, 
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qut*  le  groupe  dont  il  constitue  Tune  des  lumteres,  nc  se  lasse  pas 
de  proner  comme  des  souveraines  panacees.  Comme  auteur  de  la 
tantaisie  que  nous  signalons,  il  se  gausse  au  meme  litre  de  la 
royautc,  de  la  tradition,  de  I’aristocratie  que  des  “nuccs”  republi- 
caines,  n’y  croyant  pas  davantage  qu’il  ne  croit  au  progres  humain 
les  granges  idees  qui  mencnt  le  monde.  Et,  en  somme,  Ton  est  en 
droit  de  conclure — comme  d’ailleurs  le  fait  M.  Stephen  Valot  dans 
le  “Monde  Nouveau”  d’avril-mai  dernier,  p  223 — qu’entre  M.  Jac- 
(]ues  Bainvillc  et  les  communistes  de  Moscou  il  n’est  (|ii’une  dif¬ 
ference  de  nom,  car  les  uns  et  les  uns  et  les  autres  “ont  exacte- 
nient  les  memes  opinions  sur  la  precieuse  sottise  du  peuple,  de 
(pii  il  est  si  facile  d’obtenier  qu’il  se  fasse  massacrer  pour  le  succes 
de  revolutions  que  les  malins.  ensuite,  trouveront  bien  le  moyen 
d’exploiter”. 

Paris.  — Camille  Pitobet. 

EDMOND  JALOUX.  O  toi  que  j’eusse  aimee!  Paris..  Plon. 

1926.  12  francs. 

A  psychological  novel  with  the  inevitable  triangle,  which 
even  becomes  a  quadrangle.  Jerome  Parseval  completes  his 
studies,  goes  to  w’ar,  becomes  a  journalist,  has  several  affaires  de 
coeur  but  nothing  serious  until  he  makes  the  acquaintance  of  a 
social  butterfly,  Ninette  Darblay,  to  whom  he  becomes  engaged. 
Just  before  the  marriage  he  meets  la  femme  fatale,  Irene 
Rezzovitch,  who  reveals  to  him  the  intellectual  shallowness  of 
his  fiancee.  A  kiss,  Shelley’s  “And  forget  me  for  I  can  never 
be  thine”  are  all  that  remain  to  haunt  him  of  ceMe  qu’il  eut  aimee. 
.\fter  three  years  of  marriage  he  discovers  his  wife’s  infidelity, 
not  only  with  his  best  friend  but  also  with  his  employer.  Then 
comes  the  inevitable  divorce,  loss  of  position,  and  black  dis¬ 
couragement  added  to  the  great  emptiness  for  the  one  he  might 
have  possessed  hut  wh(>  has  died  in  the  meantime.  The  story 
closes  with  Jerome  receiving,  in  a  hallucination,  a  visit  from 
Irene  during  which  he  learns  that  even  in  the  Great  Beyond  he 
has  lost  her.  The  book  oozes  nostalgia,  ennui,  and  the  intellectual 
decomposition  of  an  individual  without  any  object  in  life,  and 
without  force  of  character. 
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A.  F..  HKKHM.  Kreuz  und  quer  durch  Nordafrika,  l-eipzij'. 

Philipp  Rcclani.  Hound,  2.40  marks 
In  1847  youn^;  Alfred  Hreliin,  the  eighteen-year-old  son  of  a 
1  luiringian  pastor  who  was  interested  in  ornithology,  went  with 
an  exploring  party  to  north  Africa,  and  remained  there  five  years. 
'I'he  first  work  of  the  future  author  of  the  monumental  “Tierle- 
hen"  was  a  record  of  this  se)journ,  published  first  in  three  volumes 
(Jena.  1855).  Reclam’s  editor  has  abridged  this  simple  and  hon¬ 
est  record  of  the  remarkable  observations  and  experiences  which, 
like  young  theology  student  Darwin’s  five  years  all  over  the  world 
with  the  “Beagle.”  taught  a  great  scientist  his  vocation. 

— R.  T.  H. 

Taschenbuch  des  Grenz-u.  Auslanddeutschtums.  In  Verbindung 
mit  A.  HILLKX  ZlHDFFLl)  und  HKIXZ  HKXDRIOCK 
hereau>gegeben  von  K.  C'.  \'()X  LOh'Sh'H.  Berlin. 

Deutseber  Schntzbund  X'erlag. 

I'orty-five  pamphlets,  of  which  nineteen  are  already  published, 
dealing  with  the  (lerman  minorities  in  more  than  thirty  countries 
and  containing  a  large  a'mount  of  statistical  and  historical  data. 
Inspired  by  a  nationalistic  zeal,  the  tieatment  as  for  example  in 
the  phamplet  on  Xorth  Sle'ivig,  i'  in  i)laces  very  one-sided. 

— J.  Rud  Neilsen. 

KRIC'H  SC'HKL’RM AXX.  Samoa.  Kin  Bilderwerk  von  Urwald, 
Meer  und  Menschen.  Konstanz  (Baden).  See-V’erlag.  1927 
9.50  marks 

riiis  handsome  work  contains  first  an  enthusiastic  12,000 
word  description  of  the  Samoan  islands  and  their  inhabitants, 
'pened  and  closed  with  regrets  that  Western  Samoa  has  passed 
out  of  the  control  of  Germany.  (Samoa,  Germany,  and  the  world 
•t  general  have  lost  by  the  change,  the  author  believes — thus,  a 
^hort  time  after  the  transfer  of  German  Samoa  to  the  control  of 
Xew  Zealand,  an  epidemic  of  influenza  carried  off  25%  of  the  in¬ 
habitants.)  The  second  and  bulkier  part  of  the  large-format 
'tlume  is  a  magnificent  collection  of  139  full-page  illustrations. 
,.rgeous  natural  scenery,  prepossessing  natives,  tatooing,  danc- 
ng.  coi)ra  preparation.  Christian  missions.  The  islands  hav.; 
-•obably  never  been  the  theme  of  a  more  attractive  or  morv? 
ludatory  record  than  this  sumptuous  publication. 


—  R.  T.  H. 
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RICHARD  WAGNER.  Beethoven.  LcipziK-  Rhilipp  Rtclam, 

80  pfennigs 

Wagner's  eulogy  of  Beethoven,  written  ftir  the  hnmlredth 
anniversary  of  his  hirth,  is  reprinted  for  the  hundredth  anniversary 
o  his  death.  Tlie  discovery  of  Beethoven  was  one  of  the  most 
important  artistic  events  in  Wagner’s  life,  and  this  eloquent  tribute 
to  his  master  is  a  useful  document  fon  the  study  of  Wagner — 
nuicl'  more  than  for  the  study  of  Beethoven.  Marred  hy  its  flavor 
ot  (rerman  jingoism  (1870!),  and  weakened  in  authority  hy  its  as¬ 
sumption  of  an  entirely  uni(jue  merit  for  music  (Why  should  an 
;ir:  which  deals  with  the  ear  h.ave  a  monopoly  of  reality,  while  one 
which  reaches  the  eye,  for  examj)le.  can  have  to  do  only  with 
‘‘shadows?"),  the  essay  is  nevcrtl  elcss  strong,  imjiosing,  and  high¬ 
ly  interesting.  — R.  T.  H. 

1 1  !•? R  B  !•', R  r  St  'HOEN' EB.\CM,  Der  Junge  Pestalozzi.  I.eipzig. 

().  R.  Reisland.  1927. 

The  special  reason  for  this  new  volume  on  Pestalozzi  the 
author  believes  to  be  the  fact  that  his  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  facts  made  a  more  trustworthy  picture  possible.  The  hook 
treats  the  early  life  of  Pestalozzi  up  to  about  1782  and  is  a  good 
illustration  of  a  certain  type  of  scholarship  which  does  not  hesi¬ 
tate  at  any  amount  of  careful  research  without  regard  for  the  i>rac- 
tical  outcome. 

.‘\fter  a  rather  tedious  survey  of  I*estalozzi’s  family  iidieri- 
tanec.  his  character,  education,  friends  and  patrons  there  follows 
an  account  of  his  attempt  to  choose  his  life  work.  The  author 
informs  us  of  P’s  inclination  to  hecome  a  clergyman,  of  his  belief 
that  the  study  of  law  would  offer  a  suitable  career,  and  his  final 
decision,  based  upon  Bluntschli’s  advice,  to  enter  a  more  eventful 
career  where  he  might  always  have  a  mentor  at  his  side.  i\nd 
thus  he  turns  to  agriculture.  Before  he  does  so.  however,  the 
author  believes  Pestalozzi  must  have  had  a  vision  <>f  providing  the 
ci'inmon  people  wiih  improved  and  simplified  instruction  mater¬ 
ials  in  order  that  t!  eir  social  and  economic  condition  might  be 
improved.  For  P.  was  a  close  stinleiit  of  the  social  problems  of 
his  time  and  a  jirolific  writer  in  this  field. 

In  the  fourth  chapter,  from  the  viewpoint  of  a  student  of  edu¬ 
cation  the  most  interesting,  the  reader  is  introduced  to  P’s  view's 
on  the  problems  of  contemporary  life:  problems  general,  economic, 
social  and  political,  and  religious.  Pestalozzi  is  pictured  as  neith¬ 
er  radical  nor  ultra-conservative  hut  constructively  critical.  In 
these  pages  it  becomes  apparent  why  he  later  stressed  the  moral 
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aim  in  education,  why  social  education  ratl:er  than  “education  ac¬ 
cording  to  nature’’  a  la  Rousseau  was  emphasized,  why  indus¬ 
trial  education  must  necessarily  have  found  its  waj-  into  IVsta- 
lozzi’s  school.  Here  IVstalozzi  is  pictured  as  a  critic  who  evalu¬ 
ates  current  practices  in  the  light  of  a  more  ideal  state  and  who 
a*  every  turn  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  salvation  of  his 
people  lies  in  more  adeijuate  education.  Thus  before  he  has  reach¬ 
ed  ti  e  age  oi  thirty-six  he  has  formulated  more  or  less  clearly 
some  of  the  principles  which  later  came  to  he  associated  with  his 
name.  To  the  student  of  education  who  is  interested  in  the  hack- 
giound  ttf  Pestalo/zi's  educational  views  this  hook,  especially  the 
fourth  chapter,  is  eminently  worth  while. 

I'eachers  t  <dlege.  .Miami  I’niversity.  — J.  \V.  Heckert. 


P.\IJL  HAAKE.  Augpjst  der  Starke.  Berlin,  (iehrueder  Paetel. 

1927.  Paper,  4  marks.  Linen,  6  marks 
Besides  the  ability  to  read  and  write  there  is  necessary  for 
the  fabrication  of  such  a  book  as  this  nothing  more  than  a  double 
dose  of  industry  and  patience.  The  author  has  undertaken  to 
sketch  the  inner  and  outer  problems  of  the  electorate  of  .Saxony 
around  the  year  1700,  that  is,  at  a  period  when  enlightened  abso¬ 
lutism  was  everywhere  engaged  in  crowding  off  the  stage  the  older 
feudal  order  of  estates.  By  extensive  e.xcavation  in  the  Saxon 
archives  some  welcome  information  has  been  unearthed  serving 
to  illustrate  how  the  battle  swayed  to  and  fro  between  the  prince 
ai.d  the  privileged  bodies  represented  in  the  Landtag.  The  prince 
in  question.  August  the  (physically)  Strong,  will  be  pleasantly  re¬ 
membered  by  readers  of  Carlyle,  who  made  him  the  butt  of  his 
inimitable  horse-play,  largely  on  the  ground  of  a  uni(jue  paternity 
reci)r<l.  in  accordance  with  which  the  redoubtable  .August  ran  the 
number  of  his  offsi)ring  to  the  grand  total  of  354.  Of  this  Car- 
Ivtan  matter  there  is  hardly  a  hint  in  the  present  solemn  work. 
In  fact  there  is  so  complete  an  absence  of  both  humor  and  art 
that  it  would  take  a  diligent  search  among  the  historical  publica¬ 
tions  of  the  last  decade  to  discover  a  book  less  enjoyable  to  read. 
.\nd  as  infallibly  follows,  where  there  is  no  creative  power  there 
is  also  no  literary  style.  While  conceding  that  historians  who 
work  in  archives  are  properly  employed,  we  must  emphatically 
refuse  to  admit  that  such  service  dispenses  them  from  the  obli¬ 
gations  immemorially  connected  with  authorship. 

Chicago.  — Ferdinand  Schevill. 
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JOUAXXRS  SC'IIKRR.  Menschliche  Tragikomodie.^  Vols.  I, 
II,  III.  and  IV.  I.cijjzig.  I’hilipp  Keclam. 

If  t»ur  friends  in  (iirard,  Kansas,  (h)  not  know  Johannes 
St  herr,  he  should  he  called  to  their  attention  immediately.  He 
\\a>  the  bitterest  “de-hunker"  of  mid-nineteenth  century  Germany, 
and  his  special  aversion  was  the  Church,  Catholic  and  Protestant 
alike.  His  indignation  sometimes  takes  on  a  rollickingly  humor¬ 
ous  tone  akin  to  Voltaire’s,  hut  he  has  never  heard  the  prudent 
French  warning  “Pas  trop  appuyer."  His  wearisome  nagging 
weakens  the  majority  of  his  e.xcellent  monographs,  of  which  Re- 
clam  has  re-printed  fifteen  or  twenty,  on  such  wi<lelv  separated 
notables  as  Cromw  ell,  Roger  Williams,  Xinon  de  Lenclos,  Aspasia, 
Hypatia,  Joan  of  .-\rc.  'I\>r«iuemada.  the  last  Inca,  Queen  hdi- 
zaheth.  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  others.  — R.  '1'.  H. 

h'.MIL  I.ICXK.  Das  Liebeslebcn  des  Genies.  Radenhurg,  Bezirk 
Dresden.  \'erlag  Dr.  Madaus  iX'  ('o.  1926. 

The  general  private  life  of  great  men  has  always  been  a  fer¬ 
tile  field  of  human  interest.  In  the  present  instanc*.  tlie  author 
has  lifted  the  veil  frtun  an  imposing  variety  of  hearts  and  tem¬ 
peraments.  .\s  he  studies  and  compares  the  love  affairs  of 
(ioethe,  Lenau.  Heine,  Xovalis.  Liszt,  Mozart,  K.  1'.  Hoffmann, 
Berlioz,  Grillparzer,  Richard  Wagner,  Beethoven.  Carl  Maria  v. 
Weber,  .Schopenhauer,  t  hopin,  Hehhel,  Schiller.  Strindberg,  Xa- 
pideon,  ILdderin,  and  others,  he  deals  mostly  with  fumiamentals 
and  strives  to  point  out  the  dynamic  origin  of  achievement. 
Schiller’s  conventional  idealism  stands  out  in  marked  ctnitrast  to 
tie  erotic  waywardness  of  Strinherg  and  the  impetu(*us  extra¬ 
vagance  revealed  in  the  amorous  epistles  of  Xapoleon.  The  au¬ 
thor  accomplishes  his  purpose  most  successfully  when  he  has  at 
his  disi)osal  such  j)revious  stiulies  as  those  on  Goethe’s  relations 
with  his  women  friends. 

— W.  A.  W  . 

.M.FRh'D  J  I'.RKM  I.‘\S.  Johannes  von  Staupitz.  Leipzig.  Fd)er- 
hard  -Arnold.  1926. 

rile  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  “Quellen"  are  devoted  to  a 
fascinating  description  of  the  life  and  writings  of  Johannes  von 
Staupitz.  'I'he  author  is  not  a  Church  historian,  hut  a  “mere  out¬ 
sider’’  whose  field  is  the  history  of  religion.  Hence  he  has  bet¬ 
ter  perspective.  'I'he  selected  sermons,  addresses,  table-talks,  anec¬ 
dotes  and  letters  of  this  “father  and  puiiil"  of  Martin  Luther  con¬ 
tain  much,  valuable  source  material.  I'he  famous  letter  of  Sep- 
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ttniber  7.  “1518"  is  correctly  assigned  to  “1519."  riu-  intrif^uo 
troin  wliicli  Staiipitz  suffered  at  Salzhur^  is  uncovered.  Luther’s 
friend  is  cleared  of  the  charge  of  apostasizing  from  ti  e  evangeli¬ 
cal  faith  hy  reference  to  a  Staupitz  letter  to  Luther  (written  in 
1524  and  recommending  a  friend  to  the  University  of  Wittenberg) 
and  a  Luther  letter  to  the  elector  John  Frederick,  written  in  1545, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  (rerman  reformer  remarks,  “Unter 
llerufung  auf  Doktor  Staupitz.  den  ich  nehmen  niusz,  wenn  ich 
nicht  ein  verdammter  undankharer  paepstlicher  Ksel  sein  will, 
dasz  er  crstlich  mein  \'ater  in  dieser  Lehre  gewesen  ist  und  mich 
in  Christo  gehoren  hat.” 

Rochester  'Pheological  Seminary.  — t'onrad  H.  Moehiman 

C'.XRL  MRIN’KM.\XX.  Demokratie  und  Erziehung  in  Amerika. 

Berlin  1927.  S.  Fischer  Verlag. 

C  arl  Hrinkmann  is  a  professor  of  history  at  the  University 
o!  Heidelberg.  In  1914  he  published  a  history  of  the  United 
State>.  .'\s  an  interpreter  of  American  education  and  democracy 
he  is  especially  reliable  because  of  his  erudition,  his  first-hand  ex- 
ptrience  with  .American  life,  and  his  obvious  desire  to  he  fair. 
His  broad  philosophical  cultural  eciuipment  enables  him  to  see  be¬ 
neath  the  surface  of  things  and  to  place  those  manifestations 
which  are  most  strikingly  .American  in  their  proper  perspective. 
.Americans  might  learn  a  great  deal  from  him  about  themselves  if 
liK  style  were  less  involved. 

— W.  .V.  w. 

H.AXS  SUHM  1  l)'r.  Warum  haben  wir  den  Krieg  verloren?  Ham¬ 
burg  Xeuland  N’erlag  Cl.  m.  b.  H.  1925.  Third  edition.  2  marks. 

ri  e  author  was  a  (ierman  officer  participating  in  the  World 
War  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  struggle — or  until  Oc¬ 
tober  8.  1918.  to  be  e.xact.  He  paints  some  vivid  scenes  during 
the  last  summer  of  the  conflict  and  directs  attention  to  the  failure 
of  the  four  great  attacks  made  by  the  (iermans  t)u  the  Western 
front  (hiring  that  time.  Frecpieiit  reference  is  made  to  Luden- 
dorff. 

The  reason  (lermany  lost  the  war,  says  Professor  Schmidt. 
lie>  at  the  door  of  alctdiolism.  The  book  is  an  attack  on  the  ex¬ 
cessive  u.sc  of  alcoholic  stimulants.  At  the  very  time  when’thc 
\\  hide  allied  line  was  wavering  the  (icrman  officers  lost  sight  of 
the  disciplinary  injunction:  “.Alkoholische  Getranke  sind  daher 
nur  mit  grosser  \’orsicht  zu  gewal.ren  und  auf  dem  Marsche 
ganz  zu  vermeiden."  The  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  war  lies,  accord- 
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inn  to  the  autlior  "iin  Alkoliol,  nichts  andercs."  Evcmi  tiie  old 
war  horse  Litdcndorff  conjiratulates  the  author  for  his  kinVlitly 
anti-alcoholic  crusade. 

Here  is  an  enthusiast  in  a  ^ood  cause,  hut  his  idealistic  en¬ 
thusiasm  ruins  a  work  which  pretends  to  state  the  fundamental 
c.ause  of  the  miscarriage  of  the  German  attacks  in  the  spring  and 
"ummer  of  ldl8.  If  every  soldier  will  follow  the  practice  of  one 
soldier  to  whom  Hans  Schmidt  refers  the  problem  would  he  solved 
in  war  time  at  least:  *‘\Vahre!ul  eines  Krie^es  trinke  ich  keinen 
WeinI"  .Apparently  this  German  soldier  did  not  fear  the  effects 
ot  heer.  German  beer  became  so  weak  after  the  war  that  we  need 
not  now  worry  about  civilians. 

I’niversity  i>f  Maine.  — H.  (*.  Mitchell. 

DR.  M.-\X  KDWIX  HIRCHh'R.  Wickel  und  ihre  Anwendung  in 
der  hauslichen  Krankenpflege.  Ziirich-Leipzig.  Wende- 
inmkt-Verlag.  1926.  1.00  Swiss  franc. 

The  art  of  using  a  “cold  pack”  intelligently  justly  deserves 
greater  dissemination.  .Many  large  doctor-bills  and  much  suf- 
i\ring  might  l)e  s))ared.  Detailed  direction  for  the  proper  prepar- 
ath>n  and  indications  as  well  as  counter-indications  are  given. 

— -Jo.seph  M.  'riniringer. 

DR.  .M.A.X  KDWIX  HIRt'HKR.  Muttermilchwertige  Frucht- 
milch  fiir  Sauglinge.  Ziirich-Keipzig.  W’endepunkt-V'^erlag. 
192().  1.00  Swiss  franc. 

.\  rather  revtdutionary  idea  in  infant  feeding  is  the  admin- 
i.st ration  of  raw  fruit  and  fruit  juices  which  is  fttlly  explained  in 
this  booklet  with  ample  direction.4  and  tables  of  fo<^d  values. 

— Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 

DR.  WILHKLM  S'l'F.KKL.  Brlefe  an  cine  Mutter.  Ziirich  uml 
Leipzig.  W’endepunkt-Verlag.  1927.  .kOO  Swiss  francs. 

.Much  sound  advice  is  given  to  the  young  e.xpectant  mother 
on  personal  hygiene,  prenatal  care  and,  if  we  may  call  it  so,  the 
psychology  of  the  new-born.  It  is  written  in  a  fascinating  style 
and  the  subject  is  handled  admirably. 

--Joseph  M.  rimringer. 

DR.  HKRXH.ARD  (iOLDSGH  M  1 1 )  T.  Wissenswertes  aus  Wirt- 
schafts-und  Sozialpolitik  der  Vereinigten  Staten.  Herlin. 
Deutsche  Rundschau.  1925. 

rhis  lecture  given  before  the  employers'  association  of  the 
(lerman  chemical  industries  contains  an  amazing  array  of  facts 
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and  figures  covering  the  various  industrial  enterprises  ot"  tlie 
I’nited  States. 

— Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 

DK.  M.  HIKt'HER-BKNNEK.  Eine  neue  Ernahrungslehre.  Five 
lectures  tor  domestic  science  teachers,  vlrd  edition.  Ziirich- 
'  Leipzig.  Wendepunkt-Verlag.  1927.  2.50  Swiss  francs. 

.\fter  reviewing  the  accepted  theories  of  nutrition  the  au- 
tlu.r  presents  his  beliefs  aht»ut  the  nutritif>n-coefficients  of  food, 
fie  'tresses  the  energizing  influence  of  sunlight  upon  the  vege¬ 
table  king<loni  and  recommends  an  almost  purely  raw  vegetable 
diet  at  least  for  protracted  periods  in  order  to  assist  tbe  system 
in  the  elimination  of  the  waste  i)roducts  resulting  from  excessive 
piotein  tnetabolism.  The  observations  are  based  upon  many  years 
o^  practical  experience  in  Dr.  Rircber-Renner’s  Sanatorium  on 
Lake  Zurich. 

— Joseph  M.  'I  huringer. 

DK.  M,  111  Kt'l  1  L K-H EXX FK.  Friichtespeisen  und  Rohgemiise. 

Zurich  und  Leipzig.  Wendepunkt-Verlag.  1  Swiss  franc, 
riiis  sluuild  be  considered  the  laboratory  side  and  compan- 
i<»n  volume  to  Bircher-Henncr’s  “X'ew  doctrine  of  nutrition.”  It 
contains  recipes  for  the  preparation  of  food  recommended  in 
the  “Fnijihrungslehre"  with  examples  of  diets  for  normal  ind’- 
vrdtials  and  diabetics. 

— Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 


rJ\N’.S  r  .S( 'll  W EX' I  X( 'ib' K  Der  Arzt.  Second  l-'dition.  Rade- 
i)urg,  Bezirk  Dresden.  Dr.  Madaus  <!<:  Co.  5.50.  marks 
Wiien  Sclnveninger.  who  was  tite  private  physician  to  the 
great  Bismarck,  wrote  this  little  ])ot>k  he  clearly  apprehended  the 
tendency  of  modern  medicine  to  treat  diseases  without  due  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  iiulividual.  'Phroughout  the  five  chapters  hu¬ 
manity  is  emphasized.  He  is  esi)ecially  critical  of  the  cold  scien¬ 
tific  doctor  who  attempts  to  <»vcrsIiadow  his  ordinary  colleagues 
with  his  scientific  jargon;  the  less  practical  experience  such  an 
iiulividual  i>ossesses  the  more  contempt  he  shows  for  the  practi¬ 
cal  man.  Every  young  graduate  would  profit  greatly  by  read¬ 
ing  this  book.  It  would  go  far  to  pave  the  way  for  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  both  with  his  colleagues  and  his  patients. 

— Joseph  M.  Thuringer. 
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L  R.  ( i I\’0  TK.  Die  Medizin  der  Gegenwart  in  Selbstdarstellungen. 

Leipzig.  Felix  Meiner.  1924.  10  marks, 
ri  is  work  represents  volume  111  of  a  series  of  autobiogra¬ 
phies  of  the  leading  authorities  in  the  medical  world.  While  the 
volumes  previously  issued  were  devoted  exclusively  to  scientists 
from  the  fatherlajid,  number  three  begins  with'  one  of  our  best 
known  American  medical  men,  Dr.  John  C.  Hemmeter  of  Balti- 
n.ore,  Md.,  and  contains  in  addition  the  autobiographies  of  v.  Kor- 
anyi  (Budapest).  .Ad.  Lorenz  (Vienna),  Erwin  Payr  (Leipzig), 
Karl  I'etren  (Lund),  Ludwig  Rehn  (Frankf<wt)  and  Xicbolass 
I’hili])  I'endeloo  (Leyden).  Tt)  let  tlie  closen  ones  write  their 
autobiography  was  indeed  an  ingenious  way  of  presenting  them 
11  the  reader.  Each  biography  is  followed  by  a  list  of  titles  of 
publicatit)ns.  They  are  no  less  interesting  than  the  biographies, 
since  they  reflect  the  ability  and  versatility  of  the  respective  au¬ 
thors.  (ileaning  through  the  137  titles  following  the  name  of 
John  Hemmeter  we  find  that  he  has  written  several  books  on 
lMiysii>U)gy.  Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines,  History  of 
Medicine,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  papers  in  forty  or  more 
scientific  publications,  some  in  (Jerman  and  a  few  in  French,  and 
lastly  he  is  the  author  and  composer  of  Hygiea,  a  cantata  for  male 
choirs,  soh*  tenor  and  full  orchestra.  The  medical  autobiogra- 
1  liies  tluujgh  published  as  a  complete  series  are  but  part  of  the 
publisher's  ambitious  program  in  presenting  “Die  Wissenchafi 
der  (legenwart  in  Selbstdarstellungen”  (Science  in  Autobio 
graphy).  Other  series  either  published  or  in  preparation  are 
lMtilosoi)h V,  J  urisi)rudence.  National-economy  and  Art. 

— Joseph  VI.  Thuringcr. 


I  RKDRUTI  WILHELM  AUGUST  EROl-.BEL,  Die  Mensch- 
enerziehung,  die  Erziehungs-  Unterrichts-  und  Lehrkunst. 

Leipzig.  Philii)p  Reclam  jtin. 

The  Hou.se  of  Reclam  celebrated  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 
sity  of  Froebel's  epocli-marking  “Menschenerziehung”  by  issuing 
a  neat  reprint  of  it.  This  is  periiaps  as  good  a  place  as  any  to 
api)rove  the  admirably  clear.  large  tyi)e  which  Reclam  is  now  us¬ 
ing  for  the  body  of  his  little  books,  to  complain  gently  of  the 
-mailer  type  in  which  his  introduction.-  are  <et  up — and  Hans 
ZMnmermann’s  meaty  introduction  to  this  book  deserves  reading — 
•and  to  protest  at  the  impossibly  small  type  in  which  the  notes 
appear,  fan  a  book  like  this  not  be  made  a  few  pages  larger 
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a  low  i»ioMiiius  iiioro  t‘xi)onsivo.  in  ordor  to  niako  it  roadaMr 
tlirouf^Iiont  ? 

—  R.  T.  11. 

AR  I  HI  R  S(  11  XI  rZI.l'.R.  Der  Geist  im  Wert  und  der  Geist  in 
der  Tat.  Herlin.  S.  i'i.sclK*r.  l‘>27. 

An  ».‘>>a>  on  tyi)es  consistini^  ot  two  chapters  as  indicated 
1).\  the  title  and  a  “Zwischenkapile!"  on  talents  and  conditions  of 
mind,  h.acli  tyj)e  is  discusse<i  in  relation  to  its  oi»positc.  that  is 
to  say.  each  positive  type  in  relation  to  the  corresponding  ne^ja- 
tive  type;  tl  u.'',  statesman  and  ])olitician.  historian  and  journalist. 
philo>opher  and  sc^phist,  navijj;ator  aiul  adventurer,  scientist  and 
<ptack,  etc.  I'raKedy  results  when  the  'tatesman  rest>rts  to  the  jneth- 
ods  of  the  politician;  and  the  effort  .-.of  the  politician  to  play  the 
role  of  the  state.snian  is  traj,»i-comic.  I'he  work  is  literary  rather 
than  scientific;  it  represents  the  theory  of  a  dramatist  with  whom 
the  p.sycholojjist  would  prohahly  not  always  a^ree.  especialh  a> 
to  method  and  nomenclature. 

\V.  A.  W. 

!lHRZBhH<(i,  .-M^KX.AXDKR.  Zur  Psychologic  der  Philoso¬ 
phic  und  der  Philosophen.  Leipzig.  V’erlag  Meiner.  10  marks.  __ 
The  author  is  at  great  pains  to  attempt  to  prove  by  an  elab¬ 
orate  statistical  argument  what  would  seem  to  have  been  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  every  satirist  since  .\ristophanes:  that  the  philoso])her 
i.s  rather  an  im])ractical  person,  unsuccessful  in  money  matters, 
a  “poor  mixer,'’  a  hoi)elcss  failure  at  practical  politics  although 
almost  all  great  philosophers  have  contributed  epoch-making 
studies  of  politics,  hypersensitive,  moody,  erratic,  inapt  for  mar¬ 
ried  life — one  remembers  Xantipi)e!— a  rej^ressed  nature:  in 

short,  one  who  is  much  better  at  thinking  and  writing  about  life 
than  living  it.  The  author’s  method  is  (»pett  to  serious  criticism 
in  that  he  selects  a  list  of  thirty  names  as  representative  of  the 
great  philosophers  and  bases  his  conclusii>ns  on  the  pri>portion  of 
these  men  who  possess  any  given  characteristic.  Not  only  is  the 
available  data  as  to  the  intimate  personal  life  of  these  men  ad¬ 
mittedly  very  .scanty  and  difficult  to  interpret,  but  the.  author  is 
not  sufficiently  critical  of  the  sources  of  his  itiformation,  and 
makes  use  of  the  letters  of  Plato  w'ith.  no  more  caution  than  he 
does  of  the  letters  of  Nietzsche.  Even  if  the  data  were  adequate 
and  reliable  the  method  is  still  not  beyond  criticism,  for  it  would 
seem  that  if  one  were  i»ermitted  to  select  thirty  names  as  freely 
as  these  were  >electcd  he  could  readily  prove  anything  that  he 
vishctl  as  true  of  the  “typical  i)hilosoi)her e.  g..  that  he  is  my- 
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cliauviiiistic,  or  tends  toward  l)aldiu“ss.  'I'he  list  of  thirty 
names  is  t)i)en  to  the  objection  that  sane  and  level-headed  thinkers 
of  profound  influence  such  as  Marcus  Aurelius,  Thomas  Aquinas 
>tr  William  James  are  slK)ved  out  to  make  room  for  relatively  in- 
>»i}?nificant  and  decidedly  neurotic  thinkers  such  as  Hartmann, 
Feuerbach,  and  Stirner.  And  such  neurotics  as  Rousseau,  Schop¬ 
enhauer,  and  N'ietzche  are  all  included  and  receive  fully  twice  the 
attention  <levoted  to  their  less  interesting  confreres.  In  short 
what  we  have  is  not  a  well-rounded  study  of  i)sychology  or  phil¬ 
osophy,  hut  a  special  sort  of  neurotic  and  eccentric  philosophy. 

'PI  e  real  merit  of  the  hook  is  to  he  souj^ht,  then,  not  in  the 
priH>f  for  its  theories,  hut  in  the  hioKraphical  data  offered  and  in 
the  systematic  explanation  it  presents  of  the  origin  of  the  philo- 
‘•ophical  interest  amon>;  the  special  type  of  philosophers  chiefly 
studied.  The  Freudian  p.sycholojjy  is  taken  as  fundamental,  and 
philosophy  i>  interpreted  as  a  partial  sublimation  of  excessive 
libido  under  extreme  inhibition  of  practical  activities  due  t<*  hyper¬ 
sensitivity,  with  the  added  condition  of  hijjrh  intelli.trciice.  of  pref¬ 
erence  for  systematic  and  critical  (architectonic)  thinking  rather 
than  imaginative  and  ‘pictorial"  (poetic)  thinking,  and  of  a  dispo- 
'ition  toward  revolt  against  authority  (negative  father-complex) 
rather  than  toward  that  actpiiescence  in  autlu^rity  (positive  fath¬ 
er-complex)  which,  according  to  the  author,  gives  rise  to  religi- 
itus  thougi  t.  In  accordance  with  these  Freudian  tenets  jjhilosophy 
becomes  a  sy'>teniatic  wish-fulfillment  of  a  person  iiiadecpiately  ad¬ 
justed  to  the  demands  of  every-day  life;  certainly  the  various 
tv]>es  of  idealism  which  deny  the  reality  of  matter  would  seem 
to  fall  readily  under  such  description.  But  when  the  author  at- 
teniftts  to  <lrag  in  the  materialists  as  well,  on  the  grounds  that  they 
in  their  very  effort  to  demonstrate  the  reality  of  matter,  reveal 
tl  eir  inade<|uate  sense  for  reality,  one  i^  compelled  to  call  a  halt 
lor  further  consideration. 

-Howard  ().  Eaton. 

r  STl’Kh'R.  Der  Himmel  im  Bild.  Ein  astronomischer  Bilderat- 
las.  Stuttgart.  I'ranckh’sche  \’erlagshainl1ung.  Id27. 

Phis  little  hook  will  he  welcomed  by  everyone  who  is  inter- 
I  sted  in  astronomy.  Ft'urteen  pictures  ot  f)hservatories,  tele- 
sct)pes,  spectroscopes,  and  other  modern  astrophysical  instru¬ 
ments  first  illustrate  the  workshop  of  the  astrtmomer.  Hereafter 
follow  87  excellent  pictures  of  the  moon,  comets,  star-clusters, 
nebulae,  etc.,  mostly  reproductions  of  |)hotographs  taken  with 
the  best  telescoi)es  in  the  world.  A  brief  text  in  German  and 
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l.iiKlis!’.  touiul  under  eaoli  illu''trati«'ti.  aiul  a  detailed  exidaiia- 
t'on  is  ^ivi  u  in  an  ai>i)endi.\. 

— J.  Knd  Nielsen. 

I’lC'I'FRS,  \V.  1'.  Bericht  iiber  eine  exi>erimentalp,honetische  ver- 

Rleichende  Untersuchung  der  Estnischen  Sprechmelodie. 

Hanil>nrg.  Walter  ILiiii'ert.  1*0/. 

I  >r.  IVter.-..  director  of  the  ]duinetics  laixaatory  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  ()1  'I'artn,  Fsthonia,  first  I'uhlislied  Ids  -tndy  of  the  si>eeeli 
melody  ol  the  h'stliunian  language  in  a  !iu>re  extended  form  than 
this  (iernian  phainplet,  in  an  h'stl  indan  learned  perienlical.  He 
believes  that  lie  has  discovered  in  the  I'^sthonian  speech-melody, 
as  is  the  case  witli  the  majority  of  the  Fast  Furopean  languages, 
a  prevailing  falling  tendency,  whereas  the  languages  of  Western 
Furope,  the  h'rench.  the  Spanish,  and  less  clearly  the  haiglish,  are 
more  likely  to  rise. 

—  R.  r.  H. 

WILHFLM  HOh'LSt'HlL  Lichtglaube.  Stunden  eines  Natur- 
ftirschers.  Reclams  Universal  Hihliothek  Xr,  671-64.  Leipzig. 

X'erlag  von  IMiilipp  Reclam  juii.  1927.  I’aper  1.60  marks, 
linen  2.40  marks. 

Like  his  older  wtirks,  this  new  hook  of  Boelsche’s  interprets 
evolution  in  a  spirit  of  reverence.  While  this  is  no  longer  Christ¬ 
ianity  it  is  certainly  religion.  Discreetly,  Boelsche  refrains  from  the 
willful  gibes  of  his  frieml  Haeckel,  .'^o  he  can  tolerantly  trans- 
ctibe  the  paradise-legend  into  Darwinian  terms,  and  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  “Ignorabimns,”  he  even  clearly  refutes  Haeckel,  postulating 
an  “.^llbewiisztsein,”  e.  i.  a  kind  of  god.  I'lie  rest  of  the  book 
i.s  filled  with  delightful  chats  on  intoxicated  animals,  on  bird's 
eggs,  on  the  pedigree  fif  swine,  on  the  behaviour  of  penguins,  etc. 
The  attractive  volume  will  beguile  many  a  reader's  weary  hours. 
New  York  University.  — Frnst  Rose. 

DR.  FMIL  FROIiiSCH  h'LJs:  Psychologic  dcr  Sprache,  Leipzig 
und  Wien.  1925.  Franz  Deuticke. 

F.  is  specialist  for  speech  defects  in  the  .-^ural  C  linic  of  the 
I  niversity  of  Vienna,  and  has  previously  published  “I.ehrbuch  der 
Sprachheilkunde”  (1913)  and  "Singen  und  Sprechen"  (1920).  He 
holds  that  a  systematic  treatment  of  linguistic  psychology  is  not 
yet  possible,  and  that  there  must  first  be  further  intensive  study 
of  the  different  sub-sciences  which  will,  when  comideted,  make 
uj)  the  science  of  linguistic  psychology. 

riie  jiresent  work,  in  siiite  of  its  comprehensive  title,  is  pri- 
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inarily  dcv«.)ti(l  ti)  the  >tu<ly  ot  aphasia,  whose  forms  “show  a 
stratifiecl  structure  of  lanjiua>,;e"  ( schichtenweisen  Aufhau  <ler 
Spraclie”).  'I'hese  different  >trata  or  aspects  of  langua(;e  are  as¬ 
sociated  witli  different  cortical  areas,  whose  lesion  causes  a  dis¬ 
turbance  or  loss  of  the  corresponding  linJ^uistic  stratum  or  func¬ 
tion,  tiuis  giviiiff  rise  to  the  various  aphasias.  These  various 
strata  emerge  at  different  periods  in  child  language,  whose;  suc¬ 
cessive  iihases  correspond  therefore  to  different  aphasias.  Prim¬ 
itive  folk  speech  likewise  often  shows  partial  forms  of  language. 
Hence  the  study  of  child  ami  folk  dialects  will  throw  light  <m  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  the  different  aphasias. 

F.  himself  writes  the  first  three  chapters  on  “Aphasie,”  “Kind- 
ersprache  (“Aphasie"),  and  "\*olkerpsychologie.”  His  treat¬ 
ment  is  clear  ami  informing,  and  his  presentation  and  critique  of 
Wundt's  ‘ATdkerpsychologie"  is  pat  and  keen.  Chapter  IV.  “Die 
.^prache  aC  psychophysiologische  Funktion,”  by  Dr.  Ottmar  Dit- 
tr'e!’,  i>  based  on  his  well  known  “(irundziige  der  Sprachsycholo- 
gie."  (  N'iemeyer,  PXH).  Chapter  \',  “Die  Sprache  vom  Stand- 
punkt  der  1  ndivitlual-l’sychologie,"  by  Dr.  Ilka  Wilhelm,  is  less 
closely  connected  with  the  main  topic.  Dr.  Wilhelm  defines  lang¬ 
uage  as  “a  function  of  community  feeling”  ( (iemeinschaftsgefuhl”  >. 
and  deals  not  with  individual  but  with  certain  distinctly  social  and 
environmental  develoiunents  of  language. 

rile  work  is  of  interest  to  the  general  linguist  as  well  as  to 
tile  specialist  in  linguistic  pathology,  and  is,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
>trongly  commended. 

('ttawa  (  Kansas)  University.  — Robert  J.  Kellogg. 

l.l'DWKi  WVPLICL.  Wirklichkeit  und  Sprache,  hhne  neue  .\rt 
der  Sprachbetrachtung.  Wien  und  Leipzig.  Franz  Deuticke. 

Professor  Wyplel’s  investigations  and  theories  seem  to  prom¬ 
ise  much  in  the  fields  of  vernacular  and  foreign  language  study. 
He  maintains  that  philology  is  free  only  when  language  is  consider¬ 
ed  from  the  standpoint  of  reality.  Observation  is  to  be  centered 
directly  upon  reality  whicb  contains  all  the  elements  out  of  which 
speech  forms  have  developed  in  the  different  languages.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  “Sprachgefuhl”  is  streiigthenrd  when 
language  study  is  held  in  this  new  relationship.  In  numerous  ex¬ 
amples  from  French,  English  and  (lerman,  Professor  Wyplel  lets 
facts  speak  for  themselves.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  progress  has  been  made  since  the  work  was  published  in 
IMU.  —  W.  A.  W. 
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Das  Hermann  Stehr-Buch.  I•'ine  Auswalil  atis  scincn  wcltanscliaii- 
lichen  DichtuiiKt’”  untl  fiespraclKMi  von  Hans-Christoph 
Kaergel.  Mcrlin-(irunc\\  aid.  Horoii-X'crlaK.  1^27 
riic  prevailing  custom  of  puhlishing  selecfitms  from  the  work 
iii  contemporary  writers  is  higlily  ctnnmendaMe  since  it  enal)les 
the  reader  to  widen  his  literary  horizon  and  to  clioose  with  fore 
knowledge  hef«>re  buying.  Ti  e  present  handsome  booklet  give' 
a  good  introduction  into  the  world  of  ti  e  Silesian  novelist,  who — 
altbough  highly  praised  by  prominent  German  writers  and  critics 
—  has  not  found  the  wide  recognition  he  deserves  since  bis  mystic- 
i'ln  and  supernaturalism,  not  alway>  counter-balanced  by  an 
enually  strong  mastery  of  plastic  form,  makes  great  tlemand  up¬ 
on  a  sympathetic  understanding  on  the  part  of  his  imblic.  "Das 
(iesicbt  des  Satans"  and  “Die  Ciescbichte  vom  Weisskbpfchen" 
show  him  at  l  is  best  and  should  ai)i)eal  for  a  reading  of,  “Der 
fteiligenbof.” 

The  panegyric  tone  of  the  editor  «loe>  not  always  >ucceed  in 
preserving  that  tact  which  the  presentation  of  a  living  author  de¬ 
mands. 

Jolms  Hopkins  I'niversity.  — Krnst  Feise. 

FRIEDKR'H  \'()\  DFR  LKVFX.  Geschichte  der  deutschen 
Dichtung.  Ein  Ueberblick.  Miinchen.  F.  Bruckmann.  1926. 
German  literary  scholarshiji  l  as,  notably  during  the  last  de¬ 
cides.  turned  away  from  the  path  of  specialisation  and  detailed 
investigation.  .\  number  of  wt>rks  have  resulteil,  such  as  Strich’s 
"Klassik  uiul  Romantik."  Korff’s  "Geist  der  Goethezeit,”  Peter¬ 
sen's  “W  esensl)estimnumg  <ler  <leutsclun  Romantik."  and  bio¬ 
graphies  such  as  Gundolf's  "Goethe"  ami  Bertrams  "Xietzsche." 
all  characterized  by  an  originality  of  method,  l)readth  of  outlook 
and  cultivation  of  form.  .An  epoch  of  new  orientation  naturally 
brings  with  it  tl  e  desire  i>f  taking  inventory  and  of  looking  back 
«*ver  the  travelled  <listance:  treaties  revaluating  method'  of  his¬ 
toriography  have  satisfied  this  <lesire  in  the  field  of  theory 
(Petersen.  Merker,  I'nger,  etc.):  surveys  of  literature  have  ac- 
c*»mplished  a  similar  task  in  jiractice. 

The  pre.sent  booklet,  reviewing  within  the  compa>s  of  140 
pages  the  development  of  German  literature  from  the  beginning 
to  the  present  day.  succeeds  in  drawing  a  concise  and  admirable 
outline  of  the  essence  and  evedution  mO  only  (»f  currents  of  thought 
and  their  i)oetic  forms,  but  alst>  in  assigning  to  individual  writers 
their  characteristic  place  of  influence  ami  reacti»ni  and  evaluating 
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.tKMr  work  in  its  ipoolia!  ami  national  l)^‘arin>,^  'I'hits,  instead  of 
f^iviiij.;  a  sterile  index  of  names  and  dates,  Herr  von  der  Lcyen 
presents  a  vivid  and  interesting  account  of  dynamic  forces,  lit¬ 
erary,  religious,  philosophic,  social,  political,  all  active  and  inter- 
(iependeiit  as  woof  atid  warp  in  the  tapestry  of  a  natioti’s  spiritual 
achievement. 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Krnst  Feise. 

()  r  rO  MALLOK,  Brentano-Bibligraphie.  (Clemens  Brentaiio, 
1778  his  1842).  Berlin.  S.  \fartin  Fraenkel.  1926. 

This  biblioRraphy  is  second  in  a  .series  of  bibliographies  of  the 
younger  group  of  launantic  i)oets.  rite  first  volume,  an  “Arntm- 
Bibliograpl  ie,"  appeared  in  1923.  'I'he  third  volume,  which  i' 
ti>  devote  itself  to  Bettina  von  .Arnim.  Sophie  Mereau.  and  Karo- 
line  von  fiiinderode,  is  .scheduled  for  the  present  year.  Together, 
these  three  volumes  replace  the  bihliographies  of  the  Arnini-Bren- 
t.'uo  family  in  (it)edecke’s  (Irundrisz,  2.  editi<’>n.  vols.  5  and  6.  which 
came  out  in  189.?  and  19(U)  respectively. 

N'ew  York  University.  — Krnst  Rose. 

\''.\LTKR  KKHM,  Geschichte  des  deutschen  Romans.  1.  Vom 
Mittelalter  bis  zuni  Kealismus.  .\uf  Grund  der  Mielkescheii 
Darstellung  netibearbeitet.  (Sammlung  (ioeschen  229).  IT. 
V\im  Xaturalismus  bis  zur  Gegenwart.  (Sammlung  Goesch- 
en  956).  Berlin  uml  Leipzig,  Walter  de  Gruyter  &  Co.  1927. 
By  Rehm's  rearrangement.  Mielke’s  work  lost  all  its  clear¬ 
ness.  ri  e  new  edition  omits  the  introductory  definitions  and 
prefers  to  include  as  many  minor  details  as  possible.  Hence 
Kehm  indulges  in  adjectives  ami  pseudo-scientific  slang,  till  his 
sentences  burst.  In  view  of  the  good  example  set  hy  the  colleci- 
tioii  “Aus  Xatur  und  Geisteswelt."  such  an  atrocious  style  should 
not  seem  conceivable  any  more.  Incidentally,  a  number  of  mis- 
c(»nstructed  sentences  could  be  enumerated,  and  a  few  very?  em¬ 
barrassing  misprints  should  have  been  avoided.  Fhe  .\merican 
student  must  be  warned  against  this  treatise  and  be  strongly  ad¬ 
vised  to  use  the  far  superior  works  by  Rausse  and  Borclierdt. 
New  York  I’niversity.  — Ernst  Rose. 

GLlSTAV  KOENNECKK,  Quellen  und  Forschungen  zur  Lebens- 
geschichte  Grimmelshausens,  herausgegeben  im  .\uftrag  der 
Gesellschaft  der  Bibliophilen  von  Dr.  J.  H.  Scholte.  I.  Bd.: 
Grimmelshausens  Leben  bis  zum  Schauenburgischen  Schaff- 
nerdienst.  Weimar.  Gesellschaft  der  Bibliophilen.  1926. 
Since,  in  1925,  Ermatinger  described  C,rimmelshausen’» 


52 


THK  UNIVKKSITV  OK  OKLAHOMA 


“Siniplici>>iinu.s"  as  one  of  the  j^reatest  works  of  Gcrniaii  genius, 
the  interest  of  American  scholars  in  this  poet  is  likely  to  l)ecome 
more  pn»nounce(l.  So  it  seems  t»ppt)rtime  to  iHiint  out  Koen- 
lu-cke’s  painstaking;  collection  of  new  material.  He  I)laze(l  tiie 
trail  for  every  future  biographer.  With  admirable  modesty,  he 
warns  tlie  reader  against  mistaking  his  i>reliminary  researches  for 
the  final  treatment  that  must  be  based  upon  them.  This  spirit 
conforms  to  the  best  traditions  of  (icrman  scholarship. 

New  York  Loiiversit}'.  — h-rnst  Ko>.e. 

I'R.  .XLh'Rh'l)  KNOPF.  Jules  Lemaitre  als  Dramatiker.  Leipzig. 

Richard  Pries.  l‘>2o. 

rile  i>lace  of  Jules  Lemaitre  in  tlie  late  nineteentii  century 
literature  of  France  has  never  been  very  clearly  estahlislied.  He 
has  been  obscured  bj'  contemporaries  who  have  done  more  and 
better  work  in  the  same  field.  However,  what  lie  did  was  valu¬ 
able.  although  not  many  have  attempted  to  pass  a  critical 

judgment  upon  it.  Dr.  Knopf  has  made  a  real  contribution  to  a 
knowledge  of  I.emaitre’s  play- writing.  His  analysis  of  Le- 

inaitre's  dramas  is  exceedingly  well  done.  His  >tyle  is  .attractive, 
and  his  feeling  keen  and  exact.  Rut  lie  hasn't  been  concerned  to 
give  him  any  rank  or  jilace  in  recent  French  literature. 
Perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  so.  Lemaitre  belongs  among  the  lesser 
lights,  whose  brilliancy  depends  too  much  on  time  and  'pace. 
Michigan  .State  Normal  C'ollege.  — R.  Cilyde  Ford 

F’lCH.XRI)  WILHF. LM.  Lao-tse  und  der  Taoimus.  .Stuttgart 
Fr.  Frommanns  X'erlag  (H.  Kurtz).  1925. 

Dr.  Wilhelm  has  done  noteworthy  service  in  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  classical  era  <.»f  t'hinese  culture  by  his  translation  of 
the  Tao-Teh-King,  his  monograiih  tin  C'onfucius  and  the  pres¬ 
ent  book.  The  clarification  of  early  Taoism  is  of  >pecial  signi¬ 
ficance.  I’ntil  recently  (.'onfucianism  held  the  stage  and  few  re¬ 
alized  the  clo.se  relationship  between  early  Taoism  and  classica, 
Confucianism  or  the  vast  difference  between  the  Taoism  of  Lati- 
tse  and  the  popular  Taoism  following  the  Han  <lynasty  and  the 
interpenetration  of  Huddhism.  This  work  is  a  clear  presentation 
of  the  teachings  of  Lao-tse  set  in  its  relationship  to  the  social 
problems  of  the  age  and  to  the  ideals  of  Confucius  directed  to 
ward  the  solution  of  the  same  problems. 

The  heart  of  the  work  centers  in  the  exposition  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Tao.  Through  five  chaj)ters  the  author  deals  v  i*h 
the  meaning  of  Tao.  its  relatioiishii)  to  the  i)henomenal  waarld.  the 
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cxpericiico  (»t  I'ao  and  its  significance  for  ethics  and  pract  cil 
politics.  'I'lie  exposition  is  followed  by  extracts  from  the  T.io- 
Teh-Kinji  to  illustrate  the  interpretation.  (Since  no  word  is  able 
ade(iiiately  to  express  the  meaniiifjr  of  the  Chinese  word  Tao  it 
is  to  he  rej^retted  that  Dr.  Wilhelm  replaces  it  with  the  word 
“Sinn.") 

I*'()ually  important  is  the  third  section  of  the  wt*rk  which 
Paces 'the  thread  of  the  Taoist  dt>ctrine  through  the  centuries 
until  it  begins  to  lose  itself  in  the  maze  of  maKic,  spiritism  and 
the  finest  for  elixirs  of  the  post-Han  period. 

The  social  disorder  of  the  aj^e  of  Lao-tse  challenged  the  an¬ 
cient  faith  in  an  anthropopathic  Heaven  power.  The  facts  of  lif< 
warred  against  belief  in  a  (lod  in  Heaven.  Lao-tse  went  beyond 
this  idea  to  the  ineffable  Tao — the  inscrutable  law  working?  itself 
out  in  freedom  according?  to  its  own  principle  of  purposiveness 
thn>uKh  the  ceaseless  changes  of  the  realms  of  reality.  It  is  not 
dualism.  I  he  Fao  is  actualized  in  the  i)henomenal  world.  It  i' 
not  an  abstract  reality.  luir  is  it  another  realm  t>f  reality:  it  is 
rrther  tl  e  principle  of  pniductiifn  of  the  world  we  know.  Yet  it 
i;  always  heymid  intellectual  comprehension.  The  way  to  reali¬ 
zation  of  the  I'ao  is  by  mystical  inwardness,  allowing  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  life  tf>  have  comiilete  control.  .So  man,  by  doing  nothing 
wins  all  perfection,  by  non-striving  achieves  complete  power,  by 
perfect  yielding  realizes  the  fullness  of  joy.  This  is  the  basis  of 
the  prt>test  of  Lao-tse  against  the  artificiality  of  civilization  as 
well  as  against  Confucius  with  his  ethical  code  and  political  theo¬ 
ries.  'I'o  he  pliable  under  the  control  of  the  ineffable  Tao  is 
much  s.ifer  than  to  trust  any  human  effort  to  cure  the  evils  of  the 
world.  I'his  theory  of  yielding  to  the  cosmic  principle  is  the  key 
t"  the  ethics  and  the  politics  of  Lat)-tse. 

This  work  is  an  excellent  presentation  of  classical  Taoism. 
Dr.  Wilhelm  seems  to  be  justified  in  thinking  that  Lao-tse  and 
('onfucius  were  very  close  together  in  their  world-view  and  that 
the  difference  lies  in  their  methods  of  realizing  the  good  life. 

I'he  source  of  Lao-tse’s  philosophy  remains  a  mystery.  The 
author  feels  that  the  mystical  temperament  of  a  man  of  southern 
culture  working  on  the  Book  of  Changes  in  the  ancient  archives 
ctirrelating  the  signs  with  events  of  history  gave  rise  to  the  sys¬ 
tem.  He  (|uite  properly  dismisses  as  fantasy  the  Chinese  legend 
ti  nt  Lao-tse  taught  the  principles  of  Buddhism  to  the  Last.  But 
i^  it  not  possible  that  south  China  was  in  contact  with  influen¬ 
ces  from  India  and  that  Lao-tse  may  have  been  touched  by  cur- 
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rents  <»l  the  nn>nislic  thinking  u  1  ich  had  cenne  to  <ii^minate  tlie 
northern  area  of  the  Itulian  peninsula?  Many  elements  in  tlie 
system  of  Lao-tse  su^f'cst  this  hypothesis;  unfortunately  tlie 
facts  to  demonstrate  it  are  still  laekinir  and  speculation  is  futile. 

I  niversit\  of  t  hica^o.  .\.  luistace  Haydon. 


HKLMl’  r  ('iKOOS.  Der  deutche  Idealismus  und  das  Christen- 

tum.  X'ersuch  einer  ver^leichenden  I’liaenomenoloKie. 

Miinchen.  Krnst  Reinhardt.  1927.  8  marks. 

Durin.tr  the  last  t\v<i  decades  the  relation  hetween  (lerman 
idealism  and  t'hristianity  l  as  been  much  iliscussetl  in  (lermany. 
A  “hotli-and”  schotd  of  interjireters  including  most  of  (icrmativ’s 
celelirated  sclu»lars  op|)ose  an  "eitlier-or"  j^rouj)  with  scant  or  no 
sympathy  for  idealism.  The  present  investifjation  by  (irons  be¬ 
longs  to  the  second  class  of  studies  and  conclusions,  hixcellent 
in  literary  style  and  arranjjement  and  desirinji?  to  be  an  objective- 
neutral  comparison,  tlie  work  suffers  from  its  determination  of 
what  t'hristianity  is  and  becomes  both  dogmatic  and  apologetic 
in  tone.  It  is  a  popularization  of  the  problem  and  makes  copious 
use  of  diajirams,  circles,  triangles,  arrows.  Its  material  is  grouped 
under  three  heads:  "Welt  und  (lott,"  "Mensch  und  t'hristus." 
"Richtuni;  und  V’ollendunjj;.’’ 

In  introduciiiK  himseif  (irons  informs  the  world  that  his  tol¬ 
erant  father  had  pictures  of  Luther,  (ioethe.  and  Schiller  in  the 
room  where  he  prepared  boys  and  ^jirls  for  c<mfirmation.  Short¬ 
ly  after  his  father's  death,  the  son  had  (ioethe  and  Schiller  re¬ 
moved  from  the  wall.  Martin  Luther  must  not  only  have  felt 
lonely  but  also  out  of  place.  For  he  had  nourished  his  reliRious 
life  in  (ierman  mysticism  and  written  on  "The  Freedom  of  the 
Christian  Man.” 

Groos  finds  that  there  never  has  been  and  never  can  be  any 
relationship  between  (lennan  idealism  and  Christianity.  Ideal¬ 
ism  is  related  to  the  mysticism  of  India,  Greece,  Xeo-Platonism, 
medieval  Christianity,  and  of  ti  e  Renaissance,  but  not  to  Christ¬ 
ianity!  German  idealism  a'Siiciates  (iod  too  closely  with  the  world. 
Christ  with  man.  history  with  eternity.  Christianity  knows  of 
but  one  creation,  one  world,  one  mortal  existence,  ('hristianity. 
says  Groos,  is  static;  (ierman  idealism  holds  to  a  developmental 
point  <»f  view,  Christianity  emphasize.--  transcendence,  dualism, 
two  ways,  two  evcrlastinff  >j;oa!s.  theolojjy,  christoIo>j;y,  eschat- 
(  lo^y;  (ierman  i<lealiMn.  immamnee.  monism,  many  ways,  one 
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cosmology,  aiUhropoloKy.  tck-oIoKy.  (.  hristianity  is  akso- 
liitisiii:  German  idealism,  relativism. 

The  fundamental  mistake  in  Groos’s  method  is  the  over-sim- 
plifieation  of  Christianity,  which  he  derives  from  the  Bible  and 
the  Christian  hymnal!  From  the  hymnal  he  excludes  the  broad¬ 
er  emphases.  This  selective  use  of  the  Protestant  Bible  and 
hymnal  enables  him  to  discover  a  unity  in  early  Christianity 
ulfich  does  not  exist.  Sijice  all  of  Christianity  has  not  been 
taken  into  consideration,  the  “x"  of  Christanity  has  not  been 
sufficiently  closely  related  to  the  “y"  of  German  idealism. 
Rochester  'I'lielof^ical  Seminary.  — Conrad  Henry  \foehlman 

WILHFLM  WIXSCH,  M.  1).  War  Jesus  ein  Nasiraer?  Fine 
Studie  liber  die  Lebensweise  Christi.  5.  ed.  Oldetiburp  i.  O. 

Schulzesche  Hofbuchdruckerei  und  V^erlaKsbuch- 
handlun^,  R.  Schwartz.  1925.  ^  marks. 

In  this  stimulating  little  book  the  author  takes  a  stand 
against  the  use  of  meat  and  alcoholic  drinks.  He  brings  Jesus 
to  his  support  and  shows  rather  convincingly  by  an  accurate  trans¬ 
lation  and  plausible  re-interpretation  of  certain  i>assages  in  tlie 
\ew  restament,  that  Christ  himself  never  jiartook  of  these, 
maintaining  that  the  early  translators  wrote  Xazarene  in  many 
places  for  X'azarite.  Winsch  says  that  this  latter  term  was  used 
by  the  old  Jews  to  denote  individuals  who  observed,  a  rational 
asceticism,  in  particular  the  abstinence  from  meat  and  fermented 
beverages.  His  argument,  based  ui)on  a  thoro  knowledge  of  the 
old  Jewish  customs,  would  go  to  show  that  Jesus  meant  mere 
grape-juice  \\henever  he  speaks  of  using  winV'.  He  adds  that  if 
Christ  had  ever  jiartaken  of  the  latter  and  of  meat  his  enemies 
would  have  ma<le  the  most  of  it.  Most  of  the  events,  for  example 
the  Lord’s  .Supper,  which  might  prove  the  contrary,  are  sati.sfac- 
torily  discussed  and  disposed  of,  s.ave  the,  wine-miracle  at  the 
marriage  at  C'anaan.  His  explanation  of  this  would,  however, 
scare'ely  appeal  to  tlie  ordinary  reader.  The  author’s  main  con¬ 
tention  is  that  partaking  of  meat  and  of  alcohol  prevents  body 
and  spirit  from  attaining  their  highest  development. 

Oklahoma  College  for  Women.  — Margarretha  .Ascher. 

H.\XS  LCDWHi  HELD.  Das  Gespenst  des  Golem.  Fine  Studie 
aus  <ler  Hebraischen  Mystik  mit  einem  Fxkurs  iiber  das 
Wesen  des  Doppelgangers.  Miinchen.  .'Mlgemeine  V’er- 
lagsanstalt.  1927. 

riie  author  interprets  the  Golem  legend  as  a  literalization  of  a 
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mystic  comti>ti(»n  of  a  man  wliicli  i>  hinted  at  in  the  Rahhinic 
writinj^s.  and  which  is  tully  developed  in  tlio  Kal>l)alah.  Accord- 
inir  to  that  conception  it  is  jiossihle  for  the  saint  in  an  hour  of 
xpiritual  illumination  tt)  hecomc  the  Rerfect  Tj-pe  of  man,  and 
thus  resemble  th'e  Original  Man  as  he  came  forth  from  the  hand 
of  (lod.  W  hen  a  saint  ap|*ears,  the  popular  ima^;ination  vaguely 
realizes  that  he  has  succeeded  in  transcending  in  himself  the 
limitations  of  the  imperfect  human  heing.  But,  unable  to  articu¬ 
late  this  realizatii>n.  it  avaiL  itself  of  the  terminology  employed 
h\'  mysticism  to  set  forth  as  best  it  can  its  intuition  of  the  saint’s 
success.  In  that  terminology  Ciod  is  symbolized  by  the  human 
ft»rm,  and  His  attribute"  by  the  various  l)odily  organs.  CousV- 
tpiently.  the  popular  imagination,  seeking  to  express  the  fact  that 
the  saint  has  attained  in  himself  the  divine  attributes  with  which 
the  original  Perfect  Man  has  been  endowed,  weaves  a  stt)ry  in 
wliich  he  figures  as  having  engaged  in  the  act  of  creating  a  hu¬ 
man  heing.  Other  factors  of  an  occult  nature,  such  as  those  de¬ 
rived  from  the  belief  in  ghosts  and  in  thV  spirit  flouhle,  eon- 
trihuted  to  the  ( ioleni  legend  and  added  to  it  features  of  a  magical 
character  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  the<^retical  mysti¬ 
cism  which  constitutes  its  main  source. 

'I'li'e  assumption  upon  which  the  author  base-  hi"  analysis  of 
the  (iolem  legend  is  that  mysticism  is  an  attempt  to  represent 
in  symbolic  form  the  intuitional  grasp  of  reality  as  contrasted 
with  the  ratiocinative.  His  study  is  an  excellent  illustration  of 
the  kind  of  approach  to  folklore  that  is  certain  to  yit'hl  a  deep¬ 
er  understanding  of  the  workings  of  the  popular  mind  than  we 
are  likely  to  obtain  from  a  mere  objective  recital  of  popular  be¬ 
liefs. 

.lewish  'rheological  Seminary,  Xew  York  C  ity. 

— Mordecai  M.  Kaplan. 

• 

\’IC'rOR  VVKISS.  Die  Hcilslehre  der  Christian  Science.  (Christ- 
liche  Wissenschaft).  Darstellung  und  Kritik.  Gotha.  Leo¬ 
pold  Klotz  Verlag.  1927.  6  marks. 

.A  thoughtful  .Swiss  i)astor  who  demands  of  a  philosophy  of 
life  that  it  he  logically  impeccable,  makes  a  patient  and  serious 
study  of  C'hristian  Science  as  a  philosophical  system  and  finds 
it  imperfect  .  'Fhis  was  a  foregone  conclusion.  Mrs.  Eddy  her¬ 
self  wrote  badly  and  was  no  logician,  failings  which  have  laid  her 
work  particularly  open  to  attack.  riiere  is  the  additional  fact 
that  all  religions  and  all  i>hilosophical  systems  show  a  (logically^ 
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fatal  weakness  sotue where,  ('hristian  Science  is  exactly  a.s  easy 
to  (leiuolish  (on  jiaper)  as  Pastor  Weiss’s  KvanjLrcHcal  Prote¬ 
stantism,  and  as  he  expressl}"  declines  ( havinjr  set  himself  an  ar- 
hitarily  limited  task)  to  apply  the  praKinatii  test,  we  have  here 
only  a  record  of  its  lof^ical  inadecpiacy.  Hnt  it  must  be  said  that 
he  l'»as  handled  a  cnlt  which  is  not  his  owti  with  admirable  kind¬ 
ness  ainl  fairness,  and  that  his  example  could  he  followed  with 
l)rofit  by  certaiti  more  excitable  critics  of  Mrs.  Ifddy.  His 
'hrewd  next-to-the-last  parafjraph  is  worth  pondering  by  Christ¬ 
ian  Scientists  who  arc  j^enuinely  desirous  of  keepinj;  life’s  em- 
l)hasis  where  it  helonfis: 

“The  narrow  hut  impassable  harrier  which  separates  Christ¬ 
ian  Science  from  Hihlical  thinkinpf,  becomes  most  evident  from 
an  examination  of  C  hrist’s  phrase  in  Matthew  6,  33:  “Seek  ye 
first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these 
thing's  shall  be  added  unto  you.”  When  Christian  Science  ap¬ 
propriates  this  assurance,  it  takes  on  another,  (jualitatively  dif¬ 
ferent  tone  and  its  intention  is  fundamentally  chaiifjed,  for  its 
sense  becomes:  “Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  IX  ORDER 
THAT  these  things  may  be  added  unto  you.”  ” 

This  sweeping  conclusion  is  a  non  sequitur,  but  it  does,  un¬ 
fortunately,  characterize  some  Christian  Scientists. 

— R.  T.  H. 

DR.  VICTOR  ENGELHARDT.  Die  geistige  Kultur  Aegyptens, 
Babyloniens  und  Judas.  Zweiter  Teil  der  Geschichte  der 
geistigen  Kultur.  Leipzig.  Philipp  Reclam  jun.  P>27 
2.40  marks. 

Although  this  is  the  second  volume  of  “Die  geistige  Kul¬ 
tur”  it  is  complete  in  itself.  The  first  volume  traced  the  spirit¬ 
ual  life  of  India  and  East  Asia  and  appeared  a  year  ago. 

Not  much  more  than  a  handbook,  this  book  analyzes  criti¬ 
cally  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  experiences  and  dei>osits  of 
the  Egyptians,  Babylonians,  and  Israelites.  Dr.  Engelhardt 
stresses  the  evidence  of  spiritual  developments  among  Near 
Eastern  ancients  as  a  foundation  for  Jewish  and  Christian  Mono¬ 
theism.  It  is  a  theological  work  and  the  author  shows  nice 
judgment  in  selecting  data  which,  in  the  historical  and  religious 
life  of  those  immediate  forerunners  of  Christianity,  laid  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  interesting  Christian  developments.  The  style  is  clear, 
the  Gothic  type  excellent  and  the  price  very  reasonable. 
University  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell 
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OTTO  KOyLFTTlL  Waldmeisters  Brautfahrt.  Lcip/iji.  I’liilipi) 
Rcclaiii.  rU)un<l,  80  ptciuiiffs. 

Otto  Rocjuottf,  youiiK  Fast  (icrinan  of  F'roiicli  extraction, 
hurst  into  spontaneous  song  under  the  inspiration  i>f  liis  first  visit 
to  the  pleasant  Rhine  country,  and  c*>niposed  one  of  those  whini- 
>ical  verse  narratives  which  in  tin*  middle  of  tlie  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  were  al)le  to  take  Germany  i)y  storm.  I'lie  Nachwort  ac¬ 
companying  tin's  rei)rint,  hy  Dr.  \V.  Greiner.  deal>  solely  with 
the  Ro«iuette  of  "Waldmeisters  Brautfahrt."  .\  few  sentences 
about  the  rest  of  his  work  and  his  life  would  have  heen  welcome. 

--R.  T.  H. 

K.XRL  ('iOLl)BFRG.  Deutsche  Balladen.  h'ine  .Xuswahl  fiir 
Schule  und  Haus.  Leipzig.  Phil.  Reclam  jun. 

The  principle  according  to  which  the  selection  of  this  anthology 
was  accomi)lished  is  not  evident  nor  does  the  individuality  of  the 
editor  give  it  a  certain  chariK  ter.  Some  of  tl  e  old  masterpieces 
are  inclutfed,  some  arc  missing  (as  for  instance  Goethe’s  "Rrl- 
konig”).  There  are.  however,  a  numher  of  excellent  modern  bal¬ 
lads  reprinted  .so  that  the  hook  is  not  without  value  although  its 
choice  cannot  he  called  truly  representative.  The  latter  is  reg¬ 
rettable  since  Reclam  is  the  treasure  of  the  i)oor. 

The  John  Hoi)kins  l'niver>ity.  — I'.rnst  Feise. 

Die  Vergessenen.  Hundert  deutschc  Gedichte  des  XU.  Jahr- 
hunderts.  .\usgewahlt  von  HF'NRICH  FISCHER.  Berlin 
Paul  Cassirer  Verlag.  1926. 

Germany’s  real  contribution  to  the  world’s  spiritual  output 
in  the  17th  and  early  18th  centuries  is  to  he  sought  not  in  liter¬ 
ature  hut  in  music  (Bach,  Hiindel,  Gluck)  and  architecture 
(  Fischer  von  h'rlacl*.  Poppelmann,  Schliiter,  etc.).  Yet  our  grow- 
ii.g  understanding  of  the  long  neglected  era  of  German  baroque 
art  has  opened  our  ears  for  the  AVortkunst’  of  forgotten  i)oets, 
aiid  the  bestial  catach'sm  of  the  world  war  has  (|uickened  our 
imagination  to  a  comprehension  of  their  distressed  outlook  on 
life.  Fischer's  anthology  is,  no  doubt,  a  result  of  this  revaluation. 
.Among  the  early  i)oems  I  miss  i)assages  from  Martin  Opitz’ 
Trostgedichte  in  Widerwartigkeit  des  Kriegs.  The  important 
discoveries  are  Eschenburg,  Cramer,  Goeckingk  and  Fernow. 

The  e<liting  and  th-e  bookmaking  are  a  credit  to  editor  and 
publisher. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  Univi.r>ity  — FCrn>t  F'eise. 
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Hafis  Biicherei.  Leipzig.  H.  Finkentscher  X'erlag. 

I'iie  ptihlisher  TL  Finkcntsclier,  wlm  issued  a  year  ag»)  an 
e.\celle!it  popular  edition  of  Goethe’s  works  edited  and  tersely 
annotated  I)y  George  Witkowski,  has  now  launelied  upon  a  new 
vtnture,  namely  to  i)r«;sent  the  masteri)ieces  of  the  world’s  liter¬ 
ature  in  handsomely  hound  vf)lumes  of  about  320  i)ages  ami  at  the 
a>tonisl  ingly  low  price  of  one  mark  and  thirty  pfennig  f  =32c). 
Paper  and  i)rint  are  excellent  and  the  correctne>s  of  the  text  is 
vouchsafed  by  scholarly  names.  To  judge  from  the  volume  at 
hand,  ((ioethe's  ‘Werther’)  there  is  nothing  on  the  market  that 
c;m  vie  with  the'e  editions  at  an  ecpial  price. 

So  far  thirty  volumes  have  appeared,  among  wliicl,  are  works 
o.  Goethe,  Schiller,  Kleist,  Storm,  Keller,  Morike,  Wagner,  Zola, 
Dickens,  de  Coster,  Mark  Twain  and  others.  Since  they  would 
be  admirably  suited  for  outside  reading  in  our  college  classes  I 
have  no  doubt  the  publisher  will  welcome  suggestions. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  Cniversity.  -Frnst  Feise. 

\IKLAUS  BOLT.  Dramatische  Bilder  aus  ‘Allzeit  Bereit’! 
Stuttgart.  J.  F.  Steinkopf.  1926. 

This  is  a  dramatization  of  the  book  the  French  version  of 
vl.ich  was  reviewed  in  the  last  i-stie  of  “Books  .Abroad"  under 
tbi  title  of  ‘Toujours  I’ret!'  It  overflows  with  beautiful  moral 
'entiment.',  some  (piite  admirable,  others  somewhat  doubtful,  as 
for  instance  the  ma.xim,  “Wir  stammen  von  Gott,  nicht  vom  Go¬ 
rilla  ah."  But  they  all  float  in  the  air  like  the  legends  of  medi¬ 
aeval  pictures  or  of  newspaper  cartoons  without  any  necessity 
of  being  attached  to  any  one  per.son;  and  it  seems  extremely 
doubtful  that  they  will  ever  enter  anyone’s  ear  (especially  a  boy’s) 
and  be  converted  into  moral  energy. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise. 

HERMANN*  Sl’DERMANN.  Der  Hascnfellhandler.  Schau- 
spiel  in  vier  .Akten.  Stuttgart  und  Berlin.  1927.  J.  G.  Cotta’- 
scl'.e  Buchhandlung  Nachfolger. 

In  the  scenes  of  poignant  realism  Suderniann  once  more  re¬ 
veals  some  fundamental  antagonisms  of  life.  For  the  sake  of  hon¬ 
or  a  baron  deprived  of  his  inheritance  refuses  to  compromise  and 
becomes  a  dealer  in  rabbit  skins  to  tide  him  over  while  awaiting 
justice,  the  attainment  of  which  is  facilitated  by  the  return  of 
Egon  who  brings  to  the  family  council  the  element  of  fair  play 
and  spiritual  freedom.  The  baron  stages  a  return  to  the  ances¬ 
tral  castle,  but  justice  has  come  loo  late,  the  hold  of  the  years 
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spent  in  pnilctarian  activities  and  associations  has  made  him  the 
1  Insterinj>;  and  i»t)\verlcss  master  of  the  Kowayen  lu^usehold.  This 
is  a  new  phase  of  what  has  I»een  so  aptly  calle<l  Suderman’s 
trajjedy  of  return.  It  is  found  in  "Der  Katzenste^'.”  “Es  war," 
"Ehre,”  “Heiniat,”  “Das  Gliick  im  Winkel;"  hut  in  the  present 
instance  social  degeneracy,  not  larger  experience  and  enlighten¬ 
ment,  is  the  cause  of  the  tragedy.  'I'here  is  of  course  Egon,  ti  e 
dashing  young  idealist,  who  returns  frt*m  abroad  tti  the  stifling 
atmosphere  of  family  pettiness  and  prejudice,  hut  his  return  is 
ni>  tragedy-  he  does  not  come  to  stay!  Like  Magda  in  "Heimat," 
lu)me  is  no  longer  fi>r  him.  And  yet  h!gon  as  well  as  the  dealer 
ill  rabbit  >kins  represents  the  conflict  of  the  individual  with  so¬ 
ciety,  a  fav(*rite  theme  with  Sudermann.  He  is  U)nd  of  pitting 
l)rinciple.  duty  ami  freedom  against  conventional  honor.  The 
emling  of  the  play  is  too  weak  to  balance  with  the  excellent  ex¬ 
position  in  which  the  authi>r  has  brought  to  l)ear  the  powerful 
peculiarities  of  h'ast  Prussian  dialect. 

-\V.  A.  \V. 


ENKK'A  VOX  HAXDEL-MAZZETTI.  Karl  Sand  Trilogy. 

Miinchen.  Verlag  J«>sef  Kdsel  und  Friedrich  Pustet.  Das 
Rosenwunder.  1926.  7.50  marks.  Deusche  Passion.  1925. 

8  marks..  Das  Blutzeugnis.  1926.  9.50  marks. 

.•\t  a  time  when  the  Cierman  Hurschcnscl'aft  is  degenerating 
into  a  reactionary,  sham-duelling  and  Jew-haiting  organization, 
the  Barone.'S  Hiindel-Mazzetti  raises  her  voice  to  remind  the 
( ierman  Academic  3'outh  of  the  idealistic  spirit  of  the  first  Bur- 
>chcnschaftler.  The  trilog.v  deals  with  Karl  Sand,  executed  in 
1920  for  his  assassination  of  the  playwright  Kotzebue.  I'l'e  his¬ 
torical  truth  is  preserved,  hut  Kotzebue’s  services  to  the  spy  sys¬ 
tem  of  the  Russian  Tzar  and  his  efforts  to  limit  academic  free¬ 
dom  are  mentioned  only  slightly,  while  strong  emi)hasis  is  laid 
on  the  obscenity  of  some  of  his  plays  and  on  his  own  laxity  of 
morals.  Obviously,  the  author  wishes  to  combat  the  newer  ten¬ 
dencies  in  sc.x-relations  which  are  as  loud  in  riermany  as  in  our 
own  country.  That  is  why  the  two  central  figures — Karl  Sand 
and  Else  Walch — are  supremely  chaste,  even  ascetic  personal¬ 
ities.  Else  Walch  is  a  saintly  Catholic  maiden  who  becomes  a 
glorified  martyr.  Karl  Sand  is  also  a  saint  in  his  way,  but,  being 
a  Protestant,  suffers  from  self-righteousness  and  pride,  whereas 
all  Catholics  in  the  novel  benefit  bj’  the  proper  spirit  of  humility. 
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I'lu-  author  does  not  make  any  secret  of  I;er  l)ias  for  tlic  Catholic 
(  hurcli. 

'I'he  Baroness  Hanciel-M  azzetti  is  the  author  of  many  long 
'eiitimental  novels  with  a  teiulency  toward  preaching  religious 
piety,  moral  puritj’  and  patriotic  devotion  to  the  Fatherlaml.  Her 
novels  are  written  in  a  leisurely,  drawn-out  manner,  with  a  ver- 
hi*'ity  that  detracts  from  elocjuence.  Fhe  trilogy  under  considera¬ 
tion  also  aliounds  in  tearful  exclamations  concerning  the  char¬ 
acters’  acticuis.  sufferings  ami  mental  processes;  in  long  prayer>, 
Iiotl.  improvised  and  standard,  litanies.  Bihle  (|Uotation^  and  ser¬ 
mons,  while  by  insisting  on  olivious  conclusions  and  explaining 
tvery  sentence  of  the  dialogs  and  every  motion  of  tlie  characters 
tile  author  shows  a  very  unflattering  estimate  of  the  reader’s  in¬ 
ti  lligence.  The  trilogy  would  decidedly  gain  in  iiersuasion  and  in 
tin*  jiower  to  interest  the  reader  if  it  wa>  cut  to  about  one  sixth 
(  f  it'  jiresent  formidable  proportions. 

— Sophie  K.  A.  Court. 

i'RNS’l’  /.\HX.  Der  Liberi.  Die  Geschichte  einer  I^I  e.  Hamburg- 
<  irosshorstel.  Verlag  der  Deutschen  Dichter-Ciedachtnis- 

Stiftung.  No.  68.  Linen.  2.8(1  marks.  Waterproof  library 
binding,  2.50  marks. 

The  handsome,  carefully  made  and  inexpensive  series  of  the 
Dichter-(iedachtnis-Stiftung  has  added  the  story  of  Ernst  Zahn’s 
which  by  his  own  confession  marks  the  beginning  of  his  second 
jitriod.  'I'he  second  Zahn  is  a  'Fhackeray  without  'riiackeray’s 
lambent  humor.  He  loves  all  his  characters  as  a  mother  loves 
even  her  less  gifted  children  and  her  wayward  children.  He  is 
too  much  the  artist  and  too  much  the  realist  to  make  concessions 
to  a  “moral,”  hut  his  later  stories  do  show’,  as  life  shows,  that 
character  is  stronger  than  circumstances.  This  sad  but  inspiring 
record  of  the  unhappy  marriage  of  the  Swiss  Gemeindeschreiber 
l.iberius  Arnold,  of  his  unhappy  love  for  his  slowly-dying  wife’s 
i  rphaned  American  niece.and  of  his  quiet  victory  over  the  twin 
temiitcrs  love  and  I  .ate,  is  one  of  the  noblest  contributions  to  re¬ 
cent  fiction.  — R.  T.  H. 

(ilLS'F.AV  REXKER.  Der  sterbende  Hof.  L.  Staackmann.  Leip¬ 
zig.  1927.  6-7  marks. 

A  wonderful  characterization  of  the  Karntner  Kleinbauer 
who  is  losing  ground  daily  and  dying  out.  owing  to  the  inroads 
of  modern  civilization.  'Fhe  plot,  well-knit  together,  runs  along 
simxithly;  every  character,  the  dreamer,  the  would-be-socialist, 
the  rich  son  in  the  valley,  the  old,  old  mother,  all  deeply  rooted 
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ill  tlu-  .stand  out  inarvelloii.'ily  chiselled. 

<  iklal'.oina  (.Vdle^e  for  Women.  — Marfraietlia  Ascher. 

FRANTX  ADAM  HFVKRLFIX  Kain  und  Abel.  Leipzig. 

Koehler  iX  .\nielan>.?.  1926.  5.50  marks. 

Fran/  .\dam  fU-yerlein  became  well  known  thru  his  novel 
“Jena  oder  Sedan,'*  an  analysis  of  German  political  conditions 
at  the  conclusion  i>f  the  jtreat  war  "Kain  und  Ahel"  is  a  poli- 
tu  o-idealistic  novel  w  ith  a  distinct  purpose.  It  treats  of  conflict- 
iiiff  charactirs  in  contemjiorary  (ierman  political  life  and  is  aimeil 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  itreat  war.  “Kain  und  Abel"  is  a  poli- 
“the  German  destiny."  it  portrays  the  threat  of  civil  war  as  a 
result  of  post-war  chaos.  General  strikes  and  i>etty  political  ri¬ 
valries  are  to  be  abandoned  in  common  service  to  the  fatherland. 

The  Jost  brothers — Ma.x  and  Willy — are  apparently  types  of 
tiermans  assuming:  antagonistic  attitudes.  The  concluding  moral 
is  that  not  only  natural  brothers  are  brothers  but  that  all  Ger¬ 
mans  are  brothers.  Civil  war  is  indeed  fratricidal  and  weakens 
an  already  anaemic  state.  In  the  midst  of  threatened  civil  war 
^■ranz  Heyerlein  stands  as  a  prophet  of  unity  and  harmony  against 
fratricidal  tendencies  and  hate.  Civil  war  must  not  become  the 
fate  of  Germany!  Being  a  novelist  and  not  a  scientist  he  pre¬ 
sents  a  sclieme  of  >entimental  ideas  which  will  find  hard  sk«l- 
ding  in  .such  a  pragmatic  milieu  as  politics. 

I  niversity  of  Maine.  — H.  C.  Mitchell. 

.STFF.-W  ZWEIG.  Veriwirrung  der  Gefuehle.  Drei  Novellen. 

Leipzig.  1927.  Insel-Verlag.  7  marks. 

Heinrich  von  Kleist’s  tragedies  start  with  a  confusion  of  tl  e 
F.erf)'s  feelings.  Zweig,  who  included  in  his  “Kampf  mit  dem 
I'niemon"  an  admirable  essay  on  Kleist.  develops  his  stories  in 
the  same  way.  .\  siuhlen  revelation  changes  the  aspect  of  the 
Iwro’s  life  and  brings  him  face  to  face  with  grim  tragedy.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  the  author  aFo  learned  from  Kleist’s  style, 
telling  his  tales  as  his  heroes^  e.xperience  them  and  not  as  a  l(is- 
passionate  onlooker  may  witness  them.  Like  his  model,  Zweig 
employs  as  little  conversation  as  possible,  rather  tending  towards 
indirect  discourse.  In  order  to  expose  the  flow  of  passion,  he 
often  breaks  up  his  construction.  Of  the  stories  thus  revealed 
the  last  one  seems  to  be  the  most  powerful  one,  centering  in  a 
university  professor  torn  between  true  pedagogy  and  homosexual 
impulse.  The  selection  of  this  theme  indicates  that  Zweig  also 
learned  from  Freud. 

New  York  Ihn'versity.  — Ernst  Rose. 
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IIKINRR'H  VOX  SCHriJJCRX.  Klcinod  Tirol.  Roman  aus 
(lem  .sinkcndtMi  Mittelaltcr.  Innshruck-Wicn-Miinchen.  Ver- 
lagsan5>talt  I'yrolia.  7.20  marks. 

Why  in  times  like  ours  when  national  minorities  are  denied 
tlie  use  ot  their  own  lanmiaK*-'  and  the  enjoyment  of  their  ven- 
eiahle  customs  the  writer  of  a  'I'yrolese  novel  should  clothe  the 
love  for  his  country  in  the  scurrilities  of  15th  century  court  cere¬ 
monies  and  a  laufjuajje  which  he  has  to  explain  in  brackets  is 
more  than  I  can  fathom. 

To  wit:  “Mofjist  (kannst)  unsorKlichen,  lieher  X'ater,  weilen 
ich  sehre  >>:elucklich  bin." 

Tlie  author  evidently  believes  that  the  diction  and  spelling 
oi  scribes  of  that  time  represent  its  true  vernacular. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Fei.se. 

.\IAX1FRK1)  KYBER.  Unter  Tieren.  Erster  Band.  Stuttgart 
und  Heilhronn.  Walter  Seifert  Verlag.  1026. 

Manfred  Kyher  is  a  philosopher  who  has  chosen  as  vehicle 
lor  his  musings  that  literary  genre  which  attracted  Aesop  and 
I.al'ontainc.  .-Mmost  as  simple  in  diction  as  the  old  Greek  slave 
and  almost  as  sprightly  as  the  French  rhymester,  his  simplicity 
and  cheerfulness  cover  a  depth  of  thought  and  an  intensity  of 
feeling  which  arc  .sometimes  powerfully  impressive.  This  score 
of  whimsical  narratives  of  talking  animals  wdio,  as  he  reminds 
us,  are  exactly  like  human  beings  in  their  mental  condition,  hut 
whom,  although  he  does  not  say  so,  he  appears  to  rank  higher  on 
the  whole  than  the  “nackte  Zweiheiner,”  are  generally  amusing — 
his  humor  does  have  a  way  of  becoming  a  little  too  insistent — and 
»Tten  carry  a  compelling  lesson.  And  the  man’s  sympathy  for  suf¬ 
fering  and  I'is  passion  for  justice  are  even  more  appealing  than 
his  literary  gift. 

— R.  T.  H. 

•MARTIN  RiCll.\RI)  MOEBIL’S.  Verwiinschtes  Gold.  Berlin. 

V’erlag  Die  Schmiede.  1927. 

During  the  retreat  of  Wrangel  in  Ukrania  a  German  jour¬ 
nalist  finds  the  golden  armour  of  a  Scythian  king  in  a  grave 
which  has  been  torn  open  hy  Russian  shells.  With  a  French 
ther  he  succeeds  in  transporting  the  treasure  as  far  as  Constanza. 
where  the  plane  is  wrecked  and  the  Frenchman  killed  in  the  crash. 
I'he  gold  is  now  alternately  lost  and  regained  in  a  duel  of  in¬ 
trigues  and  theft  between  the  discoverer  and  an  adventuress,  and 
when  it  is  finally  sunk  and  scattered  in  a  torrent  hy  mishap  we 
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Iiicatlu*  a  of  rcHot  with  the  luro,  who  is  thus  liberated  from 

a  defjradin^  slavery. — (lood  readinfi  for  the  dog  days,  but  writ¬ 
ten  with  enough  realism  to  serve  even  after  they  are  over. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  I'liiversity.  — Ernst  Feise. 

HTGO  LINDEMAXN.  Die  sieben  Schlosser  des  Melik  Schah. 
Orientalische  Marchen  frei  bearbeitet.  Gustav  Kiepenheuer 
X’erlag.  Potsdam.  1926. 

“Die  sieben  Schlosser  des  Melik  Schah”  is  a  collection  of 
"i.xteen  stories  similar  to  the  ".Arabian  Xights.”  They  are  Arab¬ 
ian  stories  adapted  l)y  Hugo  Lindemann.  The  collection  is 
bcund  together  by  being  about  or  being  told  to  Melik  Schah. 
They  contain  magic,  the  Oriental  philosophy  of  life,  and  much 
l»eauty,  adventurous,  courtly  men,  beautiful  women,  splendid  pal¬ 
aces,  meadows  blue  with  lilies.  This  is  a  charming  volume  for 
the  per.son  who  enjoys  “The  Thousand  and  One  Xights.” 

— Minnie  May  Forbes. 

FR.ANK  THIESS.  Abschied  vom  Paradies.  Stuttgart.  Engelhorn. 

1927. 

.\n  episode  from  the  life  of  a  fourteen  year  old  boy,  deal¬ 
ing  with  his  vacation  in  the  Harz  Mountains,  the  formation  of 
his  first  masculine  friendship  and  the  raptures  and  pangs  of  pup- 
l)y  love.  Charmingly  written,  with  a  good  deal  of  insight  into 
boyish  psychology,  and  a  fine  sympathy  for  the  very  real  suf¬ 
ferings  of  adolescence. 

Oklahoma  City.  — Kenneth  C.  Kaufman. 

ERNST  HEILBORX.  Tor  und  Torin.  Mit  einem  Xachwort  von 
Wilhelm  von  Scholz.  Leipiz.  Philipp  Reclam  jun.  1.20  marks. 

The  reader  of  this  Xovelle,  the  latest  addition  to  the  Reclam 
“Moderne  Erzahler”  series,  will  find  it  difficult  to  subscribe  to 
the  statement  of  W'^ilhelm  von  Scholz  addressed  to  its  author: 
“Doch  sind  Sie  kein  Romantiker!"  In  spite  of  the  realistic  setting 
of  the  tale  in  the  Berlin  of  today  it  employs  the  romantic  pseudo¬ 
scientific  paraphernalia  but  presents  it  in  the  up-to-date  form  of 
suggestion  and  psycho-analysis.  In  true  romantic  fashion  the  hero 
and  heroine  live  much  in  the  realm  of  reminiscence.  Erinnerung 
is  regarded  as  life’s  most  precious  possession  and  Sehnsucht  as 
its  chief  propelling  force.  The  course  of  true  love  witl^  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  hypnotism  and  several  obliging  minor  characters  runs 
to  a  happy  even  if  unconventional  ending,  the  heroine  seeming  to 
prefer  a  Verhaltnis  to  mere  Philistine  marriage.  The  story  is  not 
always  easy  to  follow  but  it  holds  the  attention  and  contains 
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rU'Scriptive  passages  ttf  lyric  beauty  over  which,  one  loves  to  linger, 
I'niversity  of  Kansas.  — Harry  C.  Tlnirnau. 

KM  MY  HKNNIXGS.  Der  Gang  zur  Liebe.  Kin  Buch  von 
Stadten,  Kirclien  mid  Heiligeii.  Miinchen.  Vorlag  Josef  Kosel 
K-  FriedricH  Pustet  K-G. 

Italy  and  especially  Rome  is  the  setting  for  this  naive  talc, 
a  twentieth  century  sentimental  journey  with  an  ecclesiastical 
hackground.  A  devout  young  woman  visits  and  admires  various 
churches  and  the  representations  of  the  saints  therein.  .\  great 
hmging  for  the  deep  spiritual  life  they  typify  fills  her  mind  and 
heart.  She  wishes  to  “live"  her  journey,  not  to  spend  her  time  in 
mere  sight  seeing,  and  for  her  to  “live"  means  to  “love"  as  the 
saints  have  loved.  She  reaches  the  end  of  her  “Gang  zur  Liehe” 
during  the  touching  ceremonies  of  Holy  Week.  The^4e  thoughts 
intermingled  with^  many  ejiisodes  are  expressed  w'ith  greatest 
simplicity  in  a  ramhling  romantic  and  at  times  tedious  style. 
I’liiversity  of  Kansas  — Rose  (lahisch. 

H.\NS  JANOWrrZ.  Jazz,  Berlin.  Verlag  Die  Schmiede.  1927. 

pretty  red  cloth  hinding,  excellent  paper  and  good  print; 
hut  the  hook  would  lose  none  of  its  value  if  the  latter  were  miss¬ 
ing. 

'ri  e  Johns  Hopkins  I'niversity. 


•Ernst  Feise 


liOOKS  IX  SPANISH 

ANl’EL  (lAIA  KZ.  El  solar  de  la  raza.  Madrid.  Saturnino 
C'alleja.  4.50  pt.-i. 

“He  pretendido  rcvelarte  c!  alma  de  uii  j>ueI)lo".  says  the 
famous  .Xr^entine  iioveli-t  and  aiit!u>r  of  "Xaelia  l\e;iule'"  (recently 
puhlished  in  I'nylisli  translation)  in  Ids  "final  word-"  to  the  reader 
of  this  book;  and  in  another  i)lace  he  write-.  ".Xntes  de  ])enetr;iren 
la  raza  era  preci-o  coiioci  r  -n  -tdar".  It  i.-  hecJ.n-e  lie  p^t-sesses  ;i 
high  degree  of  skill  in  oh-ervation,  analysis,  an  1  interiirettition — 
not  to  mention  a  style  of  real  beauty  and  distinction — that  Calvez 
has  been  able  to  fathom  and  interpret  the  illusiv«*  Sjianish  soul  in 
the  setting  of  the  ancient  home  of  the  race,  to  produce  th;it  is.  in 
the  words  of  Ricardo  Le<'m.  "ohra  a  la  vez  de  pens.iniiento  y  de 
corazon”.  and  "una  de  las  mas  ardiente-  y  conmovedoras  apolo¬ 
gias  que  han  podido  hacerse  del  alma  .tacit>nal." 

Only  a  writer  of  genuine  merit,  an  observer  who  combine. 1 
the  best  qualities  of  the  "i>ractical  man"  and  of  the  artist — even 
of  the  dreamer — could  have  produced  a  book  of  such  fascination 
and  charm,  the  obvious  sincerity  and  sympathy  of  which  so 
readily  bridges  the  gap  between  his  own  nation,  with  its  modern¬ 
ity  and  energy,  and  the  stock  from  which  that  n:itit>n  originally 
sprang,  with  its  reverence  for  tradition,  its  unworldliness,  its 
spirituality.  Tt  is  precisely  these  c.liaracteristics  of  the  Spanish 
race  that  the  author  emphasizes,  not  only  in  the  splendid  essay  on 
“El  espiritualisnm  espanol"  to  which  about  one-fifth  of  the  book 
i>;  devoted,  hut  in  his  descrijuions  of  Segi>via.  of  'Toledo,  of  Sevilla, 
of  Sigiienza.  of  Santillana.  even  of  Harcelona.  Hnt  he  is  not  un¬ 
appreciative  of  other  (pialities — of  the  energy  and  industry  of  the 
Hasques,  who  are  to  infuse,  he  believes,  new  vigor  inti>  Old  Spain 
as  they  have  into  the  great  republic  of  South  America:  an  1  of 
the  progressiveness,  the  optimism,  the  "alegria",  the  civic  pride,  of 
the  Catalans.  In  fact,  he  seems  to  feel  a  responsive  vibration  of 
his  heartstrings  wherever  he  travels  in  Spain  (and  he  covers 
practicall}’  all  of  it  except  Galicia  and  Extremadura)  with  but 
one  exception,  which — strangely  enough — is  Granada.  It  is  the 
landscape,  rather  than  the  handiwork  of  man,  that  entrances  him 
in  Granada;  he  confesses  a  disappointment  otherwise. 

Each  region,  each  city,  calls  forth  a  vivid  phrase,  for  each  he 
finds  a  personality  and  significance  wholly  its  own:  and  in  some  in- 
•tances  he  finds  its  qualities  best  summed  up  in  an  individual 
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character  from  story  or  legend,  in  poet  or  painter  or  thinker  or 
saint.  In  Avila,  it’s  Saint  Theresa;  in  the  Basque  provinces, 
Loyola;  in  Barcelona,  Maragall;  in  Santillana,  not  Gil  Bias  but 
that  famous  old  Marques  dc  Santillana  who  sang  of  “serranas” 
and  “vaqueras”.  But  it  is  not  description  only,  or  national  and 
regional  psychology,  that  Galvez  gives  us;  his  book  is  crammed 
with  keen  judgments  on  painting,  and  architecture,  and  applied 
arts,  and  music,  and  poetry,  and  philosophy,  and  esthetics — 
estimates  of  El  Greco,  of  Valdes  Leal,  of  Zuloaga,  of  Unamuno, 
of  the  great  founder  of  the  Jesuit  order,  of  Saint  Teresa.  One 
of  the  finest  chapters  is  that  on  Holy  Week  in  Seville;  another, 
that  on  “Tierras  de  Castilla” — that  austere  soil  which  Galdos 
calls  “el  desolado  taller  de  nuestra  historia”. 

The  atmosphere  of  a  pilgrimage  attends  Galvez  throughout 
the  book,  but  it  is  not  a  pilgrimage  of  unreasoning  faith.  If 
“Espana  vieja”  means  for  him  “lo  mas  noble,  lo  mas  heroico,  lo 
mas  espiritual  que  ha  habido  sobre  la  tierra”,  he  is  no  less  readv 
to  rejoice  at  the  “naciente  energia  espanola”,  the  new  Spain  ot 
mines,  of  factories,  of  commerce,  of  economic  progress;  and  he 
is  even  capable  of  believing  that  “Otra  cosa  fuera  Espana  si, 
decidiendose  a  cfejar  siempre  sus  suehos  de  conquista.  matara  al 
Cicl  que  lleva  dentro,  y  reemplazara  el  heroismo  militar  en  Africa 
por  el  heroismo  del  trabajo  en  sus  gloriosas  tierras.” 

“El  solar  de  la  raza”  is  not  merely  a  significant  book,  it  is  a 
work  of  art  of  permanent  interest  and  merit. 

(ieorge  Washington  l^niversity,  — Henry  Grattan  Doyle 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Estat  Catala,  “La  Catalogue  Rebelle”,  i’ari>.  .\gence  Moiuliale 
de  Librairie.  1927. 

The  hook  is  published  by  the  Nationalist  group  Estat  Catala, 
an  organization  mder  the  leadership  of  Co’onel  Francisco  Macia. 
It  contains  a  brief  sketch  of  Catalonian  history;  notes  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  frustrated  Catalonian  conspiracy;  a  biographical 
revieV;  summary  of  the  criminal  proceedings  carried  on  in  Paris 
against  Macia,  his  followers  and  Ricciotti  Garibaldi  and  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  the  C  olonel. 

This  book  is  of  particular  interest  at  the  present  moment  of 
.Spanish  history  because  it  hints  at  a  stirring  of  the  national  life 
which  the  present  political  regime  assi  ’uously  keeps  secret,  since 
i’  ’s  j)owerless  to  stifle  it,  also  because  it  insinuates  turbulences 
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of  international  politics  which  the  submissive  press  of  Spain  and 
Italy  by  eulogies  to  its  directors  strives  to  conceal. 

In  the  exposition  of  the  proceeditigs  a  defense  of  the  (juixotic 
gesture  of  Macia  and  a  vigorous  censure  of  the  base  servility  of 
Garibaldi,  Mussolini's  spy,  are  clearly  evident. 

Macia  explains  the  motive  and  the  untimely  failure  of  his 
movement,  ami  reaffirms  his  Liberal  and  Separatist  creed,  which 
is  an  expression  of  the  already  historic  determinism  of  the  Cata¬ 
lonian  region. 

L^niversity  of  Kansas-.  — .lo>e  M.  de  Osma 

K.\F.\EL  1)1*'  X()(!.\LKS  Cuatro  anos  bajo  la  media  luna. 
Madrid-Berlin-liuenos  .\ires.  I'ditora  Internacional.  1924. 
Rafael  de  Xogales  is  a  native  of  \’enezuela.  In  1924  he  tried 
to  join  the  allied  forces,  but  found  that  he  would  have  to  forfeit 
his  citizenship,  to  enter  anything  except  the  I'oreign  Legion. 
Conse(iuently  he  joine ’.  the  Turkish  army,  where  he  became  in¬ 
spector  general  (d  the  forces  in  .\rmenia  and  military  governor 
of  Egyptian  Synai.  He  directed  the  siege  of  \'an.  the  capital  of 
.Vrmenia.  and  was  chief  of  staff  of  the  Turkish  cavalry  in  Egypt. 
He  was  the  last  'I'urkish  official  to  uphol(^  the  Sultan's  authority 
in  the  land  of  the  Pharaidis. 

Xogales  is  only  4(>  years  ohl  now,  and  is  still  adventuring. 
He  arrived  recently  in  Xew  York  after  shooting  his  way  through 
Xicaragua.  When  he  hears  of  fighting  anywhere,  he  goes  there, 
for  he  does  not  believe  in  missing  any  worth-while  war. 

“Cuatro  anos  bajo  la  media  luna”  is  a  diary.  It  l)egins  wich 
the  year  1914  and  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  author's  ex¬ 
perience  during  four  years  in  the  Turkish  army,  d'he  volume  is 
beautifull}'  bound  and  illustrated.  .\n  edition  in  English  is  pub- 
lishe  1  by  Scribner’s. 

— Gladys  .\.  Barnes. 

ROMCLO  CTIX E()-\’ 1  DAL.  Vida  del  Conquistador  del  Peru. 
Don  Francisco  Pizarro,  y  de  sus  hermanos  Hernando,  Juan  y 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  y  Francisco  Martin  de  Alcantara. 
Historia  de  las  Guerras  de  los  Ultimos  Incas  Peruanos  cdntra 
el  Poder  Espanol. 

Barcelona.  Casa  Editorial  Maucci.  [1925?]  10  and  5  pesetas. 

These  two  books  by  a  prominent  member  of  Peru’s  literary 
aristocracy  rei)resent  the  effort  of  one  familiar  with  the  geographj' 
an  1  ancient  languages  of  Peru  to  narrate  the  life  of  Pizarro  and 
his  relatives  together  with  the  fate  of  the  Incas  who  opposed  him. 
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The  author  spent  much  time  in  Spain,  not  only  consulting  the 
archives  in  Seville  and  Madrid  but  also  visiting  the  ancestral 
home  of  the  Pizarros  and  obtaining  much  interesting  local  color. 
As  a  result  both  volumes  contain  numerous  illustrations  which 
would  add  a  great  deal  if  it  were  not  that  the  cuts  are  ,»oor  and 
the  paper  not  adapted  to  them.. 

Senor  Cimeo-Vidal  seems  to  be  especially  given  to  an 
ctynudogical  interpretation  of  history.  .  Accordingly  the  student 
of  Peruvian  history  brought  up  on  Prescott  and  Markham  will 
enjtn-  the  original  if  not  entirely  acceptable  explanations  for  the 
origin  of  ‘‘Kl  Dorado”  and  “Las  Amazonas".  He  will  also  enjoy 
a  rather  different  characterization  of  the  Pizarros,  especially  Her- 
nan.lo,  and  the  Incas,  .Atahualpa  and  Huascar.  In  the  second 
volume  chapters  with  new  viewpoints  are  entitled.  “Cahuide" 
(X),  “La  Muerte  de  Hanco”  (XIII),  “Copacabana  *lel  Inca’ 
(XX). 

rile  author’s  chief  thesis,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  ‘s  a  desire 
to  remove  the  taint  of  cowardice  and  military  incapacity  from 
the  ancient  Peruvians.  This  he  does  bj'  showing  clear’y  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  aid  Pizarro  secured  through  his  success  in  get¬ 
ting  fir.st  one  and  then  another  faction  of  the  Incas  to  support 
the  Spanish.  .  .This  point  is  esiiecially  stressed  in  the  second  vol¬ 
ume  which  in  some  respects  in  only  an  annotated  genealogy  of 
the  Incas  from  Manco  II  to  Tupac  Amaro  1. 

The  mechanics  of  the  books,  at  least  from  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  standpoint,  leave  much  to  be  desired.,  'I'here  is  no  index — 
the  “indice”  is  merely  a  table  of  contents.  There  are  no  foot¬ 
notes.  There  is  no  bibliography  and  no  discussion  of  sources. 
.\lmost  every  sentence  is  printed  as  a  separate  paragraph,  which 
tends  to  give  the  reader  a  feeling  of  jerkiness  altho  the  wide  mar¬ 
gins  and  abundant  space  between  the  sentences  make  reading 
easy.  Much  of  the  statistical  and  genealogical  material  could  well 
he  put  in  foot-notes,  thereby  avoiding  the  constant  feeling  of  in¬ 
terruption.  The  reader,  especially  one  who  has  not  traveled  in 
Peru,  would  be  greatly  helped  by  a  map,  for  many  of  the  places 
mentioned  are  not  on  modern  maps,  an  1  if  they  are,  do  not  now 
bear  their  ancient  names. 

Occidental  College.  — Osgood  Hardy. 

.ALBERTO  GERCHUNOFF,  La  Jofaina  Maravillosa,  Agenda 
Cervantina.  3a  ed.,  Buenos  Aires.  M,  Gleizer .  1927.  $2.50. 

This  little  volume  contains  many  pages  of  great  charm  and 
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originality.  It  is  tlic  work  of  a  striking  personality  which  mani- 
lots.  itself  in  depth  of  feeling  and  which  voices  extensive  ex¬ 
cursions  into  worlds  of  much  knowledge  and  experience..  Ger- 
clninoff  migrated  as  a  hoy  .'o  the  Aigentine  where  he  has  worked 
by  turns  as  a  smith,  printer  and  weaver,  and  on  the  great  plains 
he  lived  the  free  life  of  a  “gaucho”.  His  style  is  full  of  color  and 
imagery  which  are  the  natural  e.xpression  of  his  race  and  the  fruits 
of  varied  employments  and  travels..  His  hook  is  not  limited  to 
the  “On'jote”.  of  which  he  discusses  interesting  features,  hut  in¬ 
cludes  >uggestive  animadversions  on  the  author  and  his  ])rinci]ial 
works.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  today  so  many  feel  them>elves 
<|ualified  to  speak  authoritatively  on  Spain's  master  writer,  the 
lack  of  pretentiousnes.'  in  this  Iiook  is  refreshing. 

University  of  California.  — Rudolph  Schevill. 

1'. I'GKXK)  Gl'ZM.KX.  El  “Quijote”  y  los  libros  de  Caballcrias. 

Barcelona.  Casa  editorial  Maucci,  lh2<).  2  i)esetas. 

I'he  author's  purpo>e  is  to  present  the  “real"  Quijote.  to  elu¬ 
cidate  the  real  thoughts  of  Cervantes,  which  have  been  so  wofully 
misinterpreted  by  all  previou>  commentators.  He  says  (p.  3.H 
that  he  desires  to  demonstrate  the  fundamental  errors  into  which 
the  most  illustrious  of  modern  “cervantistas"  have  fallen,  and  in- 
c'  'entally  in  them  refute  the  fal’acies  adojited  from  all  these  pre¬ 
decessors.  This  naturally  clears  the  ground  to  enable  the  author 
to  spreatl  before  the  reader  “the  true  meaning  of  Don  Quijote". 
If  we  .ire  not  overwhelmed  by  this  i)retentious  program,  we  may 
gather  enough  courage  to  suggest  to  him  that  many  works  have 
been  written  i)n  “Don  Quijote".  that  the  third  volume  of  the  Rius 
bi!)l'ography  mentions  scores  of  them,  and  that  very  many  have 
already  i)resented  the  author's  'iscoveries.  Xo  doubt  Kugenio 
Guzman  has  had  much  personal  satisfaction  in  thus  i)arading  his 
superiority  over  other  w<)rker>  in  this  field.  Kortunately  the  i)rice 
of  bis  ideas  is  not  excessive. 

l'niver'it\  of  (.  alifornia.  — Rud(di)h  Schevi’l. 

SALVADOR  DK  MADARIAGA.  Gufa  del  Lector  del  “Qui- 
jote”,  Ensayo  psicologico  sobre  el  “Quijote”.  Espasa-Calpe. 

S.  -A.  Madrid.  Barcelona.  1926.  5  i)esetas. 

We  have  in  recent  years  had  several  “ensayos  psicologicos" 
not  only  in  connection  with  individual  authors,  but  dealing  with 
the  Spanish  j)eople  as  a  whole.  A  similar  attempt  by  Madariaga, 
whose  “Genius  t)f  Spain"  received  such  well  deserved  praise,  is 
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therefore  worthy  of  careful  consideration.  .  His  critical  acumen, 
his  unusual  tif  expression  in  Knjflish  no  less  than  in  his  native 
speech,  his  cultivated  mind  a’so  justify  the  reader’s  expectation. 
In  this  particular  hook,  however,  the  achievement  of  the  author 
seems  very  uneven;  the  hook,  a  “guide”  to  “Don  Quijote”,  aims 
very  high  and  if  there  are  pages  which  convincingly  illuminate 
tlie  mind  and  art  of  Cervantes,  there  are  a’so  self-evident  proposi¬ 
tions  hacked  hy  unnecessarily  lengthy  quotations  which  have  the 
impression  of  fillers.  It  is  also  perplexing  that  Ma  lariaga  should 
liave  accepted  in  such  an  uncritical  manner  the  assertion  that  the 
opening  episodes  of  "Don  Quijote"  are  taken  from  a!i  anonymous 
"Kntremes  de  los  romances"  when,  in  my  judgment,  every  sound 
argument  points  to  the  oppi>site  conclusion  that  some  unknown 
"entremesista"  found  a  happy  hunting  ground  among  the  ideas 
of  tlie  “Quijote".  Cervantes  never  worked  in  such  a  slavish  way. 
Madariaga’s  hrilliant  mind  has  also  led  him  into  some  para¬ 
doxes  in  such  chapters  as  “Dorotea  o  la  listeza",  "Cardenio  o  ia 
cohardia",  "Kl  \*erdadero  Quijote",  etc.  Even  if  we  grant  the 
widest  latitude  an  ]  freedom  of  judgment  to  every  sincere  critic, 
wlu^  shall  say  definitively  that  such  a  genius  as  Cervantes  had 
tile  rather  limited  purpose  of  making  a  specific  character  creation 
stand  for  a  definite  moral  attribute?  But  Madariaga  is  always 
interesting,  even  when  one  disagrees  with  his  point  of  view,  be¬ 
cause  he  is  stimulating  reading:  that  is  a  rare  gift  to  be  com¬ 
mended  and  encouraged  and  we  are  deeply  grateful  when  we  find 
it. 

Cniversity  of  California.  — Rudolph  Schevill. 

ALICIA  LARDE  DE  VEXTURINO.  (Series  “Las  Mejores 
I’oesias  liricas  de  los  mejores  poetas".  Xo.  LI  11.) 

Bilitorial  Cervantes. 

.\n  appealing  tinj-  volume  of  the  collection  planned,  and 
until  his  death  supervised,  hy  the  poet  Fernando  Maristany.  The 
San  Salvador  poetess  Alicia  Larde,  married  to  a  Chilean,  was  the 
piide  of  two  Latin-American  republics,  and  is  as  a  matter  of  fact 
one  of  the  purest  poets  of  a  race  of  poets.  She  is,  moreover,  though 
painfully  intense  when  she  is  not  blackly  discouraged,  totally  free 
from  the  wearisomely  ostentatious  Byronisni  which  vitiates  the 
work  of  so  many  Ibero-Americans..  The  foreign  student  of 
Latin-American  poetry  might  well  begin  his  study  with  her 
simple,  genuine  verses. 


— R.  T.  H. 


THK  rXlVEKSlTV  OK  OKLAHOMA 


JOSK  H  KISS  A.  Parnaso  espanol  contemporanco.  Harcelona. 

Maucci.  6  pesetas. 

A  very  complete  and  carefully  selected  collection  of  modern 
Spanish  verse.  Jose  llrissa,  who  has  faith  in  a  Renacimiento  of 
Spanish  poetry,  has  in  this  volume  of  more  than  five  hundred 
l)aj4es  included  the  most  characteristic  poems  of  contemporary 
poets  whom  he  deems  worthy  of  the  name,  so  that  as  a  whole  the 
collection  mi^ht  he  said  to  define  "la  sensacion  i)oetica  cspahola” 
of  the  i)re'ent  day. 

— h'rances  Benge. 

.\LFR1H)<)  R.  Bl'F.WO.  Tierra  de  Huarpes.  Buenos  Aires. 

Editorial  Tor.  1927. 

.\  ctmipanion  volume  to  "Poemas  dc  Cuyo".  The  poet  has 
filled  his  verses  with  colorful  descriptions  of  nature,  inspired  by 
the  mountains  and  rivers  of  Mendoza. 

— Todd  Downing. 

XUX)L.VS  I’RIOS  AXDRFl’.  La  Bandera  Argentina.  Poe- 
sias.  Buenos  .\ires.  Editorial  Tor.  1927. 

Tins  patriotic,  well-meaning  poet  sings  in  a  rather  thin  voice 
the  mo't  worthy  sentiments.  He  glorifies  the  perennial  themes: 
women  are  like  roses  with  thorns,  life  is  hut  a  dream,  man  should 
treat  his  fellow-creature  as  a  brother,  this  world  is  a  “vale  of 
tears”.  Xor  does  he  startle  us  with  his  personal  convictions: 
he  is  not  an  atheist,  he  loves  the  Argentine  flag,  and  he  sings 
the  jiraises  of  Buenos  .\ires  as  a  city  in  which  many  become 
rich. 

Nowhere  does  the  author  rise  above  the  commonplace 
whether  in  inspiration  or  in  diction.  We  search  in  vain  for  the 
transmutation  of  feeling  into  poetry,  and  for  that  reason,  many 
of  his  honest,  unassuming  lines  fall  flat.  However,  he  is  never 
overeloquent,  and  his  style  is  striking  because  of  its  very  simpli¬ 
city.  We  may  consider  the  author  not  a  poet  of  simplicity  like 
Jammes,  but  rather  a  poet  of  simpleness. 

New  York  University,  — Barbara  Matulka. 

Washington  Square  College. 


R.\F.-\EL  ALBERTI.  Marinero  en  Tierra.  Poesfas.  Madrid. 
Biblioteca  Nueva.  1925. 

Perhaps  under  the  constant  obsession  of  the  “Bateau  Ivre” 
of  Rimbaud,  where  the  drama  of  internal  life  unrolls  under  the 
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puisc  of  the  Boat  and  the  Sea.  so  here  this  poet’s  restless  yearn¬ 
ing  for  the  I’nknown  and  the  far-off  adventures  of  imagination, 
is  clt)thed  in  the  synihol  of  the  Sailor  on  Land.  This  strange 
(!reajn-life  discloses  itself  in  a  succession  of  pictorial  images: — 
the  sea  hides  in  its  depths  the  garden  of  his  hopes,  a  garden  of 
white  seaweed  stiff  with  frozen  dewdrops;  there  he  sees  also 
castles  of  mother-of-pearl;  his  boat  cuts  the  sea  as  it  is  drawn 
by  sirens’  tresses;  the  cold,  glass}'  ice  of  the  Poles  surrounds  the 
fruitful  tropical  sands.  He  rediscovers  in  himself  the  hoy  who 
wanted  to  be  a  sailor,  but  whose  sailor  suit  has  been  locked  away 
forever..  Through  all  these  symbols  he  describes  the  tenuous 
travels  of  his  soul  over  the  thirty  seas  of  his  fantasy. 

'I'he  result  is  a  poetry  refined  and  esoteric,  while  at  tlie  same 
time  i)rofoundly  simple — with  that  strange  simplicity  of  a  child’s 
mind  for  which  the  impossible  and  the  unattainable  are  vivid  and 
tangible  realities.  His  style  is  sometimes  stilted  to  the  point  of 
imitating  Gdiigora.  while  often  it  remains  as  simple  as  a  ballad. 
But  has  not  a  critic  said  that  Gongorism  is  a  style  natural  to  the 
traditions  of  Southern  Spain?  This  volume  recalls  the  complex 
style  of  the  ,\lhambra.  at  the  same  time  naive  and  over-jeweled. 

However,  instead  of  attributing  this  solely  to  the  Stnith- 
.Siianish  “psyche”,  for  Alberti  remained  deeply  steeped  in  the 
J^panish  tradition,  we  may  point  out  that  he  has  read  Rimbaud, 
Mallarme,  and  Baudelaire.  The  comple.x  aspect  of  his  poetry 
could  be  equally  well  exj)lained  on  these  literary-historical 
ground's.  Even  his  child-poetry,  such  as  the  delicate  and  airy 
jioems  on  garden  flowers  and  insects,  chimes  in  with  the  current 
towards  primitivism  in  modern  European  ixoetry,  with  the  same 
stress  on  the  spontaneous  and  childlike  vision  of  the  artist  as  can 
be  found,  for  example,  in  the  paintings  of  the  Douanier  Rousseau 
and  a  number  of  the  Expressionists. 

But  all  this  does  not  detract  from  the  value  of  this  personal 
volume  of  verse,  vibrating  with  fresh  imagery.  Although  not 
ultramodernistic  since  it  contains  even  sonnets,  it  mirrors  closely 
the  changing  aesthetics  of  our  times..  Its  winning  of  the 
National  Prize  of  Literature  for  1^24-25  argues  well  for  the  poetic 
understanding  of  the  jury  which  did  not  fear  to  crown  a  work 
that  can  never  win  the  applause  of  the  greater  masses. 

New  York  Ihiiversity.  —Barbara  Matulka. 

Washington  Sipiare  College. 
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GODOFREDO  CHAUCER.  Los  Cuentos  de  Cantorbery.  Ver¬ 
sion  directa  del  ingles  antiguo  con  una  introduccion  y  notas 
por  Manuel  Perez  y  del  Rio-Cosa,  Doctor  en  Letras,  con 
un  Prologo  de  Adolfo  Bonilla  y  San  Martin,  2  tomos. 

Madrid,  Edit.  Reus,  1921.  17  pesetas. 

For  the  first  time  ihis  noted  work  can  be  read  'ntirc  in  Span- 
i.sh.  The  original  is  rendered  in  prose,  but  the  iianslator  has  with 
fiequency  caught  the  poetic  charm  of  Chaucer’s  language;  he  has 
wisely  refrained  from  attempting  to  reproduce  any  archaic  fea¬ 
tures  of  14th  century  English.  An  introduction  of  143  pages  con¬ 
tains  a  very  extensive  study  of  Chaucer’s  works,  and  numerous 
notes  accompany  the  text.  No  doubt  the  translator’s  indebtedness 
to  Skeat  and  other  Chaucer  specialists  is  very  great.  Chaucer  has 
often  been  compared  with  his  Spanish  contemporary  Juan  Ruiz, 
the  Archpriest  of  Hita.  It  is  now  possible  for  Spaniards  to  com¬ 
pare  these  two  great  pi>ets.  without  having  to  turn  to  the  diffi¬ 
cult  English  original. 

University  of  California.  — Rudolph  Schevill. 


GOETHE.  Hermann  y  Dorotea,  Poema,  Poesias  varias.  \  er- 
sion  directa  del  Aleman,  con  Introduccion  y  Notas  por  Man¬ 
uel  Perez  y  Del  Rio-Cosa,  Doctor  en  Letras.  Madrid. 

Edit.  Reus.  1924.  7.50  pesetas. 

The  author  is  well  justified  in  selecting  for  translation  this 
poem,  for  it  is  one  of  the  works  which  Goethe  himself  prized 
most  throughout  his  life,  and  has  always  enjoyed  an  unusual 
popularity  among  foreign  peoples.  The  introduction  is  extraordi¬ 
narily  complete  and  many  helpful  notes  elucidate  the  text.  The 
lyrics  which  occupy  the  last  80  pages  are  also  rendered  in  prose, 
but  are  not  so  satisfactory,  (ioethe’s  poetic  thoughts  without 
their  musical  form  arc  hound  to  leave  something  to  be  desired. 
But  the  translator  is  to  he  commen  led  for  liis  understanding  and 
devotion. 

University  t>f  California.  — Rudolph  Schevill. 

AMALIA  DOMINGO  SOLDER.  Cuentos  Espiritistas.  Barce- 
ona.  Casa  Editorial  Maucci.  1927.  6  pesetas. 

This  book  is  made  up  of  a  number  of  very  short  independent 
essays  and  a  larger  number  of  narratives  recounting  the  author's 
contacts  with  a  great  variety  of  individuals.  It  is  a  book  of  propa¬ 
ganda.  written  to  further  belief  in  Spiritualism.  S(uue  deep 
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pliilosopliical  and  metaphysical  problems  are  suggested  hut  not 
discussed  at  length.  The  author  contends  that  the  life  we  now 
live  is  the  natural  conse<iuence  of  a  previous  existence.  In  this 
way  only,  she  maintains,  can  we  find  a  satisfactory  explanation 
for  the  trials  and  suffering  of  good  i)eoplc. 

— Louis  B.  Fritts. 


PIO  B.\R()J.\.  Las  Veleidades  de  la  Fortum.  Madrid.  Editorial 
Caro  Raggio.  1926.  5  pesetas. 

Two  young  Si)anish  women  traveling  through  Europe  with 
a  talkative  and  sophisticated  cousin  discuss  n  any  subjects:  the 
cities  of  Europe,  the  peculiarities  of  race,  women,  religion,  the 
Re(iV.  democracy,  .\natole  France  and  Galdos.  D’Annunzio  and 
Mussolini.  They  are  the  mouthpiece  of  the  author  and  he  is  a 
thoroughly  disillusioned  yi>ung  man  who  believes  in  nothing.  One 
feels  an  “anti-yan(|ui"  seentiment  in  the  few  comments  that  are 
made  on  American.s. 

— Dorris  R.  Suavely. 

K.\MON’  M.\R1.\  DEL  \'ALLE  INCLAN.  Aguila  de  Blason. 

Sociedad  General  de  Lihreria.  Madrid.  Romance  de  Lobos. 

Idem.  I  lem.  Cara  de  Plata.  Renacimiento.  Idem. 

'I'he  first  twi>  of  these  “Comedias  Barbaras’’,  which  are  pri¬ 
marily  reading  plays,  represent  X'alle  Inclan  at  his  best.  He 
has  comprehended  and  found  means  to  recreate,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  the  feudal  Spanish  noble,  strong,  cruel,  brave, 
lustful  and  despotic,  with  a  touch  of  madness  and  an  unconfessed 
substratum  of  sentiment  and  tenderness.  It  should  be  noted  that 
it  is  the  spirit  only  of  the  past  with  which  he  is  concerned.  The 
portrait  of  Don  Juan  Manuel  Montenegro  is  laid  on  the  canvass 
with  the  brush  of  a  master  in  “Aguila  de  Blason’’.  Surrounded  by 
his  mistresses,  his  jester,  his  dogs,  hor.ses  and  servants,  at  war 
with  his  seven  unnatural  sons,  he  is  a  figure  of  power  as  well  as 
of  pathos  and  potential  tragedy.  The  tragedy  develops  in  the 
>econd  play.  “Romance  de  Lohos’’,  where,  in  the  end,  Don  Juan 
Manuel  gives  his  property  to  the  poor  and  deliberately  sets  out  to 
starve  himself  to  death,  partly  for  the  sake  of  a  charity  inspired 
by  repentance,  partly  to  thwart  once  more  the  woT-pack  which 
he  had  begotten.  To  the  last  he  remains  a  consistent  personality. 
His  sins  have  been  the  product  of  an  excessive  vitality.  They  arc 
l)uni>hed  by  the  degeneration  of  his  blood  in  his  sons.  The 
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touches  of  mysticism  and  religious  insanity  of  his  final  hours  arc 
fundamentally  in  keeping. 

“Cara  de  Plata’’,  written  much  later  than  the  other  two,  is  to 
some  extent  superfluous.  It  recounts  certain  earlier  inci  lents  in 
Don  Juan  Manuel’s  life,  and  while  in  the  same  manner  as  .^guila 
de  Blason  and  Romance  de  Lobos,  is  appreciably  weaker. 
I'niversity  of  Kansas.  — Arthur  L.  Owen. 

K.\M()N  (iOMEZ  DE  LA  SERNA.  El  Torero  Caracho.  Paris. 
.Xgencia  Mondial  de  Libreria.  1926. 

In  the  terminology  of  the  author,  this  is  a  “novela  grande”. 
It  suggests  subjectivity  rather  than  definite  characterization  but 
it  is  rich  in  values  of  expression  and  reveals  true  modernity. 

Caracho,  as  a  character,  is  familiar  to  us.  He  is  the  obscure 
son  of  the  common  people  whose  arbitrary  and  valourous  deeds 
made  him  a  hero  and  thus  lives  in  our  emotional  inner  world. 
.\dmiring  lips  have  spoken  apologetically  of  him.  In  a  world 
like  ours,  where,  perhaps,  the  real  and  the  imaginary,  the  emo¬ 
tional  and  the  purely  intellectual  arc  found  more  confused,  the 
romance  of  the  toreador  was  conceived  and  found  humorous  ex¬ 
pression.  Caracho,  whom  we  knew,  as  suggested  by  the  author 
does  not  need  to  be  defined. 

l-nivcrsity  of  Kansas.  — Jose  M.  de  Osma. 

RAMON  GOMEZ  DE  LA  SERNA.  “Gollerias”,  \  alencia. 
Editorial  Sempere.  1926.  Illustrations  by  the  author. 

The  prologue  states  that  this  book,  republished,  is  a  com¬ 
panion  of  others:  “Disparates”,  “Caprichos",  etc.  Gomez  de  la 
Serna  is  at  his  best  in  these  caprices  which  are  commonly  known 
as  “ramonismos"  and  represent  his  very  personal  arbitrary  and 
caricatural  vision  of  the  real  and  the  imaginary.  The  salient  note 
is  wit  provoking  laughter. 

University  of  Kansas.  — Jose  M.  de  Osma. 

hWUS'J'O  BURGOS.  Coca,  Chicha  y  Alchohol.  Buenos  .\ires. 
Editorial  Tor.  1927. 

.\  group  of  stories  of  country  life  in  Argentina,  dealing  with 
an  unpleasant  degree  of  realism  with  the  effect  of  using  the 
beverages  listed  in  the  title.  The  vocabulary  bristles  with 
localisms. 


— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 
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MANRIQUE  BALBOA  SANTAMARIA.  El  Pais  de  Montiel. 

Buenos  Aires.  Editorial  Tor.  1927. 

The  author  of  this  volume  of  “f?aucho”  sketches  and  stories 
has  endeavored  to  throw  more  light  on  the  character  and  cus¬ 
toms  of  this  picturesque  persm  than  have  done  the  many  poets, 
novelists  and  dramatists  who  have  concerned  themselves  with 
him.  The  scene  is  Entre  Rios  and  the  action  ranges  from  the 
turbulent  days  of  the  wars  between  “blancos”  and  “colorados”, 
when  “caudillos”  like  Goro  and  Crispin  lorded  it  over  the  country¬ 
side,  to  the  beginnings  of  the  present  century,  when  the  “gaucho” 
was  vainly  struggling  against  advancing  civilization  in  the  person 
of  the  more  industrious  immigrant. 

— Todd  Downing. 

WENCESLAO  FERNANDEZ  FLOREZ.  Las  siete  columnas. 

Madrid.  Editorial  Atlantida.  1926. 

According  to  this  novel  the  seven  cardinal  sins  are  seven 
columns  which  support  civilized  society.  The  devil,  at  the.  re¬ 
quest  of  a  holy  recluse,  agrees  io  banish  sin  from  the  lives  of 
men.  As  a  result  the  zest  goes  o«t  of  life  and  all  the  world  asks 
that  sin  be  restored. 


— Gladys  A.  Barnes. 


HOOKS  IN  RUSSIAN 

J  U  ICJ)  1 XSK 1.  Nedela.  l’o\t*st.  ^  izdaiiic.  Iz<^.ltelstvu 
M(iSl‘S  “'rrud  i  Knifia”.  Moskva,  1920.  75  kop. 

All  absorliiiii;  story  of  considcralile  literary  merit.  “Nedela" 
(‘‘A  week")  is  the  tale  t>t  a  turlialent  week  in  a  small  town  in 
Kastern  Russia,  wlien  a  life-and-death  stru},(jj:le  lietwcen  the  com¬ 
munists  and  the  \Vhite>  of  all  shailes  placed  the  town  alternately 
in  the  power  of  the  one  side  and  o'  the  other  until  the  final  victory 
of  the  liolsheviks,  of  whom  only  i  handful  survive.  An  admiralile 
array  of  characters,  all  depicted  with  literary  skill  and  psycholo¬ 
gical  insifilit,  true  to  life  and  perfectly  human — a  feat  not  achieved 
by  many,  even  greatly  admired,  communist  novelists. 

— Sophie  K.  .\.  C'ourt. 


VL.  LI  DIN.  1.  Veliki  Matcrik.  tiosudarstvemioye  Izdatelstov. 

1929.  1  rul).  25  kop. 

2  Rasskazi  o  dvandtzatom  godie.  lliblioteka  "Ogonek",  1925 
No.  21.  Izdatels^'o  “Ogonek".  15  kop. 

The  first  of  these  hooks  comprises  three  stories  of  unequal 
length:  “Morskoy  Skvozniak"  (“The  Draught  from  the  Sea"), 
Arkhipelag  (“The  Archipelago") — and  “Bratya"  (“Brothers"). 

The  first  story  is  a  kind  of  a  bird’s-eye  (or  aeroplane?)  view 
of  post-war  Europe  in  tht  feverish  days  of  the  unparallelled 
instability  of  the  German  nark  and  the  unknown  to-morrow  of 
Russia’s  internal  and  external  affairs.  As  in  a  movie-show,  we 
are  taken  from  Riga  to  Berlin  an.!  London,  back  to  Lithuania 
and  Poland,  to  Berlin  again,  and  often  we  arc  made  tt)  see  the 
life  and  struggles  in  all  these  places  at  the  same  time.  The 
author's  definitely  ironic  tone  brings  about  the  effect  of  assumed 
colcfness  under  which  a  stioldering  glow  of  symi)athy  is  felt. 

The  .second  story  maces  of  Hamburg  the  central  island  of  a 
gigantic  archipelago.  In  the  spring,  all  countries  send  their  ships 
there  and  receive  ships  from  there.  The  radio  connects  all 
countries  and  all  ships,  an!  a  Russian  steamer  lost  in  the  retie 
receives  the  news  of  Lenin’s  death,  while  a  Bolshevik  leader  in 
an  Arctic  city,  four  thousind  miles  away  from  Moscow,  is  trying 
to  carry  out  the  electrification  project  in  his  district,  when  the  sad 
news  reaches  him.  In  Hamburg  wild  beasts  are  unloaded  and 
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kept  all  winter,  to  be  distributed  in  the  spring  to  different 
countries. 

“Bratya"  (“Brothers”)  consists  of  two  pictures — one  of  war, 
the  other  of  a  peace  celebration.  It  is  a  very  effective  satire  on 
the  slogan  of  “war  for  the  brotherhood  jf  nations”. 

The  other  little  book  by  the  same  author  consists  of  .several 
very  short  stories  of  the  years  1919-1922  in  Russia,  all  very  well 
written,  and  most  of  them  dealing  with  the  unfortunate  situation 
in  w’hich  the  “bourgeoisie” — in  this  case  the  former  small  trades¬ 
man,  the  former  houseowner,  the  former  woman  of  means — ■ 
found  themselves  when  the  Bolshevist  power  had  been  firmly 
estaldished. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 


A.  .SKR.\FIM()\'ITCH.  Zhelezni  Potok.  (iosudarstvennoye 
Izdatelstvo.  1920.  Sobranie  Sotchineni.  Tox  X.  Iz 
tzikla  "Borba”.  1  rub. 

This  iu>vel  constitutes  the  tenth  volume  of  the  collected 
works  of  tlie  author.  The  title  (“The  Iron  Stream”)  refers  to  a 
Mspossessed.  dissatisfied  horde  of  men.  women  and  children,  with 
their  meager  belongings,  going,  in  the  Caucasus,  under  Kozhu- 
kh’s  iron  leadership,  to  join  the  Russian  communists.  Through 
hostile  Cossacks’  villages,  through  well-equipped  enemy  lines, 
tbrougb  inaccessible  mountains,  over  the  death-harboring  easterti 
shore  of  the  Black  Sea.  the  "iron  stream”  makes  its  progress  with 
trenieiKious  sacrifices  in  human  life  and  property,  in  the  face  of 
unspeakable  fatigue,  starvation  and  danger. 

Here  and  there  we  find  in  the  book  useless  insistence  on  (d)- 
vious  conclusions,  repetition  of  detail,  and  perhaps  too  much 
l)roniinence  given  to  military  glory.  But  there  are  also  beautiful 
l)assages  of  i)oetic  descrii>tion.  stirring  scenes  and  interesting 
^ilhouette>  of  folk-type^. 

Kozhukh  is  hardly  human;  his  iron  will,  his  unwavering  de¬ 
termination.  his  fearlessness,  vigilance,  j)resencc  of  mind,  energy, 
his  (juick  judgment  and  endurance  make  him  almost  a  prodigy 
of  activity,  perseverance  and  leadership. 

The  author  has  well  seized  the  mob  spirit  and  the  narrow 
cotifines  of  the  understanding  of  the  mob-average. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 
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AI  FKSAXDR  NKVKROV.  Tashkent— Gorod  Khlebni  (Tash 

kent,  the  lircad  City.)  “Zenila  I  Fabrika”.  Moskva — 
Leningrad.  1927.  50  kop. 

Tlie  sad  background  of  the  prc-Ncp  Russian  peasantry  of 
1921  reveals  famine,  filth,  a  stui)endous  rate  of  mortality,  un¬ 
imaginable  hardships.  And  yet,  a  spirit  of  hopefulness,  a  sincere, 
wholesome  optimism  pervades  the  little  novel.  The  main  charac¬ 
ter  is  a  charming  figure — a  clever,  energetic  little  boy  of  twelve; 
there  is  a  great  variety  of  other  characters,  both  children  and 
adults,  each  deftly  an’l  clearly  delineated  in  a  few  masterful 
strokes  or  in  a  simple  incident. 

The  book  has  all  the  high  qualities  of  the  best  of  Russian 
folklore.  The  same  musical,  rhythmic  prose;  the  same  use  of 
colorful  synonyms;  the  same  picturesque  epithets;  the  same  touch¬ 
ing  subjectivity  coupled  with  an  attitude  of  philosophical  con¬ 
templation.  No  conscious  imitation  could  have  produced  -tiese 
effects  in  this  degree.  The  i)roletarian  literature  has  laid  its 
cornerstone  as  such  in  this  work.  In  places,  however,  it  has  the 
touch  of  polish,  the  finished  qualit}’  of  an  author  who  has  bene¬ 
fited  by  some  education;  in  these  places  it  is  reminiscent  of 
Gogol’s  famous  descriptions. 

No  wonder,  “Tashkent — Gorod  Khlebni”  has  won  the  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  Politprosviet  and  has  been  placed  on  the  reading 
list  of  elementary  and  secondary  schools  and  put  into  public 
libraries.  It  is  safe  to  predict  that  it  will  soon  l>ecome  a  classic, 
perhaps  with  some  pages  expurgated:  those  where  the  nauseating 
details  of  the  physiological  results  of  malnutrition  and  of  the  lack 
of  sanitation  are  too  prominent  and  too  vivid. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 

ALEKSEY  TOLSTOY.  Povest  o  Mnogikh  Prevoskhodnikh 
veshtchak'h.  (Detstvo  Nikity).  Gosudarstvennoye 
Izdatelstvo,  1923.  30  kop. 

The  author  is  of  the  same  stock  as  the  great  Tolstoy  and 
ic  often  confused  wdth  his  double  namesake,  a  great  Russian 
writer  of  the  19th  centur3',  whose  “Tzar  Fedor  Invanovitch”  is  per¬ 
haps  the  best-known  of  his  works.  The  present  writer  had  won 
fame  in  pre-revolutionary  times,  and  has  continued  his  literary 
activities  throughout  all  the  turbulent  recent  years.  Among  his 
latest  works  are  some  which  portray  the  new  Russia. 

But  “Deststvo  Nikity”  (“Nikita’s  Childhood”)  deals  with  the 
quiet  countryside  of  tzarist  Russia,  in  the  district  of  Samara. 
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Written  with  considerable  talent,  it' has  permanent  value.  The 
beautiful,  elegant,  easy  style  is  a  relief  from  the  jagged,  heavy 
language  of  most  of  the  newest  writers;  the  incidents  of  a  happy 
and  healthy  childhood  are  full  of  humor;  there  are  also  dramatic 
moments  and  stirring  little  adventures.  There  are  lively,  vivid 
descriptions  of  country  life,  realistic  without  insisting  on  un¬ 
esthetic  sides  of  it,  full  of  local  color  without  being  loaded  with 
boring  details.  Seen  through  the  eyes  of  a  little  boy,  the  charac¬ 
ters  are  skillfully  portrayell.  Like  Leo  Tolstoy’s  “Childhood,  Boy¬ 
hood  and  Youth”  it  is  delightful  reading  for  all  ages;  but  it 
differs  from  the  work  of  the  earlier  writer  in  that  there  is  more 
action  and  no  brooding,  truth-seeking  and  mental  anguish  in 
“Detstvo  Nikity”,  and  that  the  local  color  and  background  of 
folk-life  are  more  prominent. 

— Sophie  R.  A*.  Court. 


L.  SKVFI'LLIXA.  Sobranie  Sotchineni.  Tom  1.  Pravonoru- 
shiteli.  Closudarstvennoye  Izdatelstvo.  1926. 

This  is  the  first  volume  of  the  collected  works  of  Lydia 
Nikolayevna  Seyfullina.  It  consists  of  several  short  stories  and 
is  prefaced  by  a  biographical  sketch  by  Valeryan  Prav.Uikhin. 

Seyfullina  is  partly  of  Tartar  descent  and  is  by  ties  of  blood 
and  by  memories  of  childhood  strongly  imbued  with  a  love  for 
and  knowledge  of  Russian  folk-life  and  folk-lore.  She  received 
a  good  education  and  showed  literary  inclinations  and  abilities 
from  the  age  of  nine. 

A  prolific  writer,  she  has  met  great  success.  Some  of 
her  stories  won  prizes,  and  .>ieveral  of  her  works  have  been  trans¬ 
lated  into  German.  French,  and  Yiddish.  “Pravonarushitei”, 
(■‘The  Lawbreakers"),  which  gives  the  volume  under  considera¬ 
tion  its  title,  has  appeared  in  KngHsh  in  the  collection  “Flying 
Ossip”  (International  Publishers,  New  York,  1925.  $2.50). 

.Ml  the  stories  of  “Pravonarushiteli"  deal  with  pre-Nep 
revolutionary  times  in  Russia,  and  the  scenes  are  laid  mostly  in 
Siberia.  Central  Asia,  and  the  Eastern  part  of  European  Russia. 
Revolutionary  activities.  Civil  war,  homeless  children  provide 
the  topics.  But,  unlike  most  works  by  other  writers,  inspired  by 
the  same  themes.  Seyfullina’s  stories  do  not  bear  the  stamp  of 
propaganda  and  do  not  sacrifice  psychological  truth  to  communis¬ 
tic  bias. 

The  volume  is  a  valuable  addition  to  Russian  literature.  Most 
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oi  the  stories  are  real  works  of  literary  art,  throbbing  with  liuman 
interest,  emanating  sympathetic  understanding  of  human  nature, 
telling  thrilling  tales,  presenting  vivid,  life-size  portraits  of  in¬ 
teresting  characters,  and  kindling  in  our  hearts  a  warm  love  for 
the  suffering  and  the  downtrodden. 

— Sophie  R.  A.  Court. 


THIS  AXD  THAT 

THKKK  HAS  HKKX  Sl’CH  A  DEMAND  FOR  THE 
THIRD  (Jl'LY)  NUMBER  OE  BOOKS  ABROAD  that 
we  have  allowed  the  issue  to  become  nearly  exhausted.  All 
charitable  readers  wbo  will  return  that  number  to  as  are  warmly 
thanked  in  advance. 

Our  collaborator  Professor  Maximilian  Rudwin,  of  Baker 
Universit}',  published  in  the  June  number  of  “la  Grande  Revue”, 
Paris,  a  lonjj;  article  on  “Romantisme  et  Satanisme",  which  was 
partiallj"  reprinted  in  the  Paris  daily  “Journal  du  Peuple”  for 
July  30. 

.\ccordinK  to  an  article  in  “El  Hogar”  of  Buenos  Aires  for 
July  8th,  the  inventor  of  the  linotype  machine  was  the  Peruvian 
poet  Jose  Arnaldo  Marquez. 

BOOKS  ABROAD  is  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  interestiiifj 
new  Mexico  City  monthly  Revista  de  Curiosidad  y  Critica. 
“Ulises”. 

Stefan  Zweig’s  phenomenally  popular  “Verwirrung  der 
Gefiihle”  and  Lion  Feuchtwanger’s  powerful  “Jud  Siiss”  have- 
been  published  in  English  translation  by  The  Viking  Press,  New 
York  City. 

Blanco-Fombona’s  new  novel  “La  mitra  en  la  mano”  was 
published  simultaneously  in  Madrid  and  Buenos  Aires. 

Marcel  Rouff  has  returned  to  the  behind-the-scenes  of  the 
League  of  Nations,  the  theme  of  his  last  year’s  “Sur  le  quai  Wil¬ 
son”,  in  a  new  novel  called  “Les  Etrangles"  (Paris,  Emile-Paul 
Freres.) 

An  interesting  “.\nthologie  des  poetes  hongrois  contempor- 
ains”,  published  under  the  direction  of  Bela  Pogany  and  Geo. 
Charles,  comes  from  the  press  of  Les  Ecrivains  Reunis,  Paris. 
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The  Cooperativa  Editorial  “Buenos  Aires”  has  issued  the 
third  volume  of  Roberto  F.  Giusti’s  ’’Critica  y  Polemica”.  This 
volume  has  essays  on  Benito  Lynch,  Victor  Guillot,  Manuelita 
Rosas,  etc. 

The  recent  studies  of  the  new  Academician  Abel  Hermant 
are  Robert  Peltier,  “Abel  Hermant”,  Paris,  La  Nouvelle  Revue 
Critique,  and  Andre  Therive,  “Essai  sur  Abel  Hermant”,  Paris, 
Societc  d’Edition  “Le  Livre”. 

J.  Ferenezi  et  Fils,  Paris,  now  have  a  long  list  of  eminent 
names  in  their  collection  “Le  Livre  Moderne  illustre”  at  the 
mo  lest  price  of  3.50  francs. 

The  Argentine  Republic  has  entrusted  a  committee  of  musi¬ 
cians  with  the  revision  of  her  national  hymn. 

Georges  Clemenceau  hopes  to  live  long  enough  to  write  a 
history  of  his  native  province  of  La  Vendee. 

The  Deutsche  Verlags-Anstalt  of  Stuttgart  features  a  Ger¬ 
man  translation  of  Judge  Ben  B.  Lindsey’s  “Revolution  of 
Modern  Youth”. 

Luigi  Russo’s  “Italienische  Erzaehler”  (Heidelberg,  Julius 
Gross)  is  the  completest  survey  of  modern  Italian  narrative 
literature  which  has  appeared  up  to  the  present  in  German. 

The  B.  Westermann  Co.,  New  York  City,  have  launched  a 
promising  little  German  monthly  magazine  for  American  students 
of  German,  called  “Das  Deutsche  Echo”. 

Gieorg  von  Ompteda  has  published  another  mountain-climber 
novel.  This  one  is  called  “Der  jungfrauliche  Gipfel”  (Stuttgart, 
Deutsche  Verlags-Anstalt). 

In  his  book  “Sur  les  bancs  de  Flandre”  (Paris,  Editions  de 
France),  Paul  Chack  has  celebrated  the  heroism  of  the  French 
marine  during  the  late  war. 
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The  seventh  series  of  Remy  de  Gourmont’s  “Promena.les 
Litteraires”  is  announced  by  Editions  du  Mercure  de  France, 
Paris. 

The  Belgian  diplomat  Jacques  Crokaert  pays  his  respects  to 
American  Imperialism  in  a  volume  called  “La  Mediterranee 
Americaine  (Paris,  Payot). 

Jean  Royere’s  magazine  “Le  Manuscript  autographe”,  Paris, 
reproduces  its  manuscripts  in  facsimile.  It  sells  for  110  francs  a 
year. 

Carlo  Alberto  Lenmann’s  problem  novel  of  Buenos  Aires 
society,  “El  empresario  del  Genio”  (Buenos  Aires,  .\gencia 
(»encral  de  Libreria  y  Publicaciones),  has  been  much  <fiscussed. 

The  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  in 
Paris  of  the  Dominican  Preaching  Sisters  is  celebrated  by  Dr.  L 
l.tirber  in  his  volume  “Les  Filles  de  la  Croix”  (Paris,  Perrin). 

Hachette’s  series  on  “Les  Caracteres  de  ce  temps”  (Paris) 
has  adde  !  Maurice  Larrouy’s  little  volume  on  “Le  Marin”. 

Recent  publications  of  “Nosotros",  Buenos  .\ires,  are:  a  Span¬ 
ish  version  of  a  volume  of  the  poems  of  Ada  Negri;  “Catamarca”, 
a  collection  of  village  stories  by  Ramon  Suaiter  Martinez;  Alfredo 
Colmo’s  “Politica  cultural  en  las  paises  latinoamericanos”;  and 
Julio  Noe’s  “Antologia  de  la  poesia  argentina  moderna”  (1900- 
1925). 

Leon  Treich’s  popular  “Collection  d’Anas”  (Paris.  Gallimard), 
has  added  a  classic  number  in  “L’Esprit  de  Voltaire”. 


In  France,  the  publishing  house  G.  Cres,  of  Paris,  is  doing 
for  the  novels  of  Jack  London  what  the  Universitas  Verlag  of 
Berlin  is  doing  for  them  in  Germany.  London’s  vogue  in  western 
Furoi)e  is  phenomenal. 

A  vigorous  attack  on  war  is  Max  Barthel’s  novel  “Die  Miihle 
zum  Toten  Mann”,  published  by  the  Arbeitcrjngend- Verlag  of 
Berlin. 
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Albert  LaiiKen,  Munich,  publishes  the  (icrinan  version  of 
•  iiiiiner  ( iiinnarson's  “Die  Leute  anf  liorK”.  hailed  in  sonie  <piart- 
ers  as  the  tir>t  ijreat  Iceland  novel. 


Julius  I'eterson  an  !  \\’.  von  Olshausen  have  been  workinjr  for 
fifteen  years  on  a  nioiuuuental  edition  of  the  works  of  Lessinjj, 
the  final  v»diune  tu'  which  has  on\v  recently  appeared  (llerlin, 
Mouk  I'e  Co.) 


Carl  Maria  Kaufman  has  brought  Egyptian  excavating  into 
fiction  in  the  novel  “Die  verloretie  Stadt”  (Herlin,  Verlag  der 
(lermania  A.-G.) 


A  useful  supplement  to  the  older  matiuals  is  H.  Petriconi's 
"Die  spanische  I.iteratur  der  Gegenwart  seit  1870"  (Wiesbaden, 
Dioskuren-\'erlag). 


Students  of  modern  Spanish  poetry  will  welcome  J.  F. 
Montesino’s  “Die  moderne  spanische  Dichtung’’  (Leipzig,  I>.  G. 

J'euhner). 

An  ultra-modern  title  and  an  ultra-modern  treatment — Gerard 
d'Houville's  play  “Je  crois  que  je  vous  aime”  (Paris.  Artheme 
Fayard). 

The  Deuxieme  Serie  of  Charles  dtt  Bos'  “Approximations” 
(Paris,  Cres)  contains  suggestive  notes  on  Stendhal,  Gerard 
d'Houvillc.  Marcel  Proust,  Jacques  Riviere,  etc. 

A  novel  which  is  at  the  same  time  a  work  of  innocent  pro¬ 
paganda  is  Raymond  Postal’s  “le  Roman  de  I’Alsace”  (Paris,  Edi¬ 
tions  de  la  vraie  F'rance). 

The  Larousse  “Annuaire  general”  for  1927  (Paris,  Librairie 
Larousse)  contains  1150  pages,  and  gives  statistical  information 
under  three  heads:  “Donnees  internationales”,  “Organismes 
internationaux”,  “Les  Puissances”. 
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The  third  volume  of  the  late  Emile  Faguet’s  “Histoire  de  la 
Poesie  fran^aise”  appeared  recently  (Paris,  Boivin).  It  deals 
with  the  “Precieux  et  Burlesques”. 


Emile  Henriot  has  written  a  lively  little  lxx)k  on  the  troubled 
friendship  of  ‘‘Voltaire  et  Frederic  11”. 


Leon  Daudet  was  imprisoned  on  the  day  when  his  collection 
of  essays  ‘‘Etuefes  et  milieux  litteraires”  appeared  from  the  press 
of  Grasset,  Paris. 

Maxim  Gorki,  who  now  lives  in  Sicily,  is  writing  a  historical 
novel  which  deals  with  the  catastrophe  attending  the  coronation 
of  Nicholas  II. 

The  struggle  between  the  dialects  and  the  standardized 
German  language  are  recounted  by  Professor  E.  Tonnelat  of 
Strasbourg  in  his  ‘‘Histoire  de  la  Langue  allemande"  (Paris, 
.•\rmand  Colin). 

The  beginnings  of  the  French  Third  Republic  live  again  for 
us  in  the  caricatures  of  the  famous  Andre  Gill,  in  the  volume  con¬ 
secrated  to  his  work  by  Ch.  Fontaine  (Paris.  Aux  Editions  de 
•ribis”). 

Christian  art  brought  down  to  date  is  Maurice  Brillant’s 
“1‘Arf’  Chretien  au  XXe  siecle”  (Paris.  Blond  &  Gay). 

The  newest  volume  of  the  stimulating  ‘‘Wege  nach  Orplid” 
series  (Augsburg,  Orplid-Verlag),  is  ‘‘Das  Asiatische  Gesicht 
Russlands  in  der  jungen  Russischen  Dichtung”. 

Guillaume  Apollinaire’s  prose  masterpiece,  ‘‘Le  Poete 
assassine”,  has  been  reprinted  in  an  inexpensive  edition  (Paris. 
.\u  Sans  Pareil). 

Readers  who  are  also  diners  will  be  interested  in  E.  Blan- 
card’s  ‘‘Mets  et  Produits  de  Provence”  (Paris.  Maison  du  Livre 
Fran<;ais). 
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The  fortunes  of  a  curious  little  North  German  peasant  repub¬ 
lic  are  s\-nipathetically  depicted  in  Alof  liartels  “Die  Dithmar- 
schen”  (Hanihur^,  Hanseatische  Verlajisanstalt). 

Pierre  Souday  prefaces  the  new  Kinile  Ha^an  edition  of 
X'oltaire’s  “Mcmoires”  (Paris)  with  an  essay  on  “Voltaire 
Demiurge”. 

Julien  (ireen’s  “Le  \’oya>j[eur  sur  la  terre"  (Paris,  Nouvelle 
Revue  Fran<;aise)  takes  for  its  scene  an  American  University  and 
for  its  theme  the  recent  suicide  epidemic. 

Charles  Maurras’  “le  Chemin  de  I’aradis”  has  been  reprinted 
in  a  de  luxe  edition,  one  copy  of  which  is  priced  at  12,000  francs. 

Mysticism  in  all  apes  and  among  all  peoples  is  the  theme  of 
Dr.  Georg  Mehlis’  “Die  Mystik”  (Mimchen,  F.  Kruckmann). 

Alexandria  as  a  literary  center  is  treated  in  detail  by  A. 
Korte  in  his  “Die  Hellenistische  Dichtung”  (Leipzig.  Alfred 
Kroner), 

The  intellectual  life  of  central  Africa  is  informingly  treated 
by  Leo  Frobenius  in  his  “Dichter  und  Denker  im  Sudan"  (Jena, 
Kugen  Diederichs). 

The  Typographic  Frangois  liernouard  of  Paris  promises  the 
definitive  critical  edition  of  the  complete  works  of  Emile  Zola, 
to  be  contained  in  50  volumes. 

Shakespeare’s  “Hamlet"  in  Turkish  has  been  enjoying  re¬ 
markable  success  in  Constantinople. 

The  Deutsche  X’erlags-Anstalt  of  Stuttgart  has  published 
under  the  title  “Amerikanische  Briefe"  the  travel  letters  of  Kurd 
von  Schdlzer,  written  from  Mexico  during  the  years  1869-1871, 
and  from  Washington  from  1871-1881. 

A  cheerful,  unprejudiced  view  of  the  relations  between  Italy 
and  Germany  is  voiced  by  Georg  Lichey  in  his  “Italien  und  wir. 
Eine  Italienreise"  (Dresden,  Karl  Reissner). 
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A  Jew  uriiinj'  Jews  to  amaljjaniate  with  the  Gentiles  is  Ernst 
Berii  writiiifj  the  little  volume  “Wohin  treiht  Juda?”  (Leipzig. 
1-hnil  Krug,  Diskus-\’erlag). 

Xorhert  Jacipies,  the  adventurous  Luxemhourg  ex-peasant, 
tells  of  his  latest  sea-experiences  in  “Mit  dem  Stunnhlock  durch 
den  Stillen  Ozean”  (Hamburg,  Hanseatische  \’erlagsanstalt). 

Toni  .'^chwahe  has  added  to  the  long  list  of  Goethe  novels  one 
hearing  the  title  “Der  Aushruch  ins  Grenzenslose”  (Miinchen, 
Albert  Langen). 

Haehvtte's  i)aradoxical  Series  of  “Kloges”  has  been  enriched 
with  a  sprightly  “Eloge  de  la  curiosite”  by  the  novelist-historian 
I'.mile  Henriot. 

In  “Terre  d'amour'*  (Paris,  Elammarion)  the  popular  novel¬ 
ist  and  journalist  J.  Kessel  describes  his  last  year’s  travels  through 
Palestine  and  Syria. 

The  end  of  the  Stone  Age  is  the  date  at  which  occurs  the 
action  of  Kurt  (ierlath's  ambitious  novel  "Ragnarok”  (Hellerau 
bei  Dresden.  Hellenhaus-\’erlag). 

\*allecchi  of  Elorence  publishes  I'erdinando  Paolieri’s  pleas¬ 
ant  half-novel  half-autobiography  “Xatio  Borgo  Selvaggio”. 

I'he  son  of  Adam  Muel’er-Guttenbrun  has  edited  material 
left  by  his  father  into  a  biography  called  “Der  Roman  meines 
l.ebens"  (Leipzig,  L.  Staackmann). 

I'he  supernatural  visions  of  the  thirteenth  century  nun 
Mechtild  von  Magdeburg  are  recorded  in  “Das  fliessende  Licht” 
(Gotha.  Leopold  Klotz). 

The  Deutsche  X'erlags-Anstalt  of  Stuttgart  now  publish  the 
works  of  Eichendt>rff  in  one  substantial  volume,  edite  1  by  Martin 
Lang. 

An  addition  to  the  long  list  of  F’rench  literary  prizes  is  the 
Prix  Rejane,  to  be  awarded  for  the  best  play  of  each  year. 
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KiiKcnc  Dicderichs  of  Jena  publishes  a  collection  of  the 
ballads  and  poems  of  tlie  musical  poetess  Lulu  Strauss  und 
'I'orney.  It  is  entitled  “Keif  steht  die  Saat”. 

Professor  Harry  Maync  of  the  L'niversity  of  Bern,  author  of 
biourraphies  of  Miirike  and  Immermann,  has  published  with  the 
X'erlair  Huber  &  Co.,  of  Frauenfeld  and  Leipzig,  a  voluminous 
Life  of  Conrad  Ferdinan  !  Meyer. 

In  the  August  number  of  “Die  Literatur”,  Stuttgart,  Rudolf 
Kavser  writes  somewhat  skeptically  of  the  results  of  recent  liter¬ 
ary  jirizes. 

Carl  Hauptmann  calls  his  strange  quasi-novel  “Tantaliden" 
(  Bcrlin-Grunewald,  Horen-X’erlag).  a  “Romandichtung”. 

(iuglielmo  Ferrero's  "I'l'nite  du  Monde”  appears  in  a  French 
version  from  the  press  of  Kra.  Paris.  Recent  critical  biographies 
of  Kra’s  publication  are  s-tudies  of  Marcel  Proust,  Andre  Gide  and 
Paul  X’^alery  by  Paul  Souday,  and  of  Henri  Bremond  by  Maurice 
Martin  du  Gard. 

The  Serl)ian  Alexandre  Arnaoutovicb  has  written  three  sturdy 
volumes  on  the  melancholy  I''rench  dramatist  Henry  Beccpie 
(Paris,  Presses  universitaires  de  France). 

Heinrich  Scharrelmann  lias  prepared  two  attractive  children's 
books  for  Georg  Westermann.  Braunschweig.  They  are  “Billi 
der  Hund”  and  “Geschichten”. 

Georg  Westermann.  Braunschweig,  has  an  attractive  new  list 
of  translations  from  the  Xorthern  countries.  Among  them  are 
Ernst  Didring  (Swedish)  "Mann  auf  Posten”,  Marie  Bregendahl 
(Danish),  “Jungvolk”,  and  Maila  Tabrio  (Finnish)  “Die  Glocke”. 

Jean  Kerouan’s  “La  Fortune  de  Chienfou”  (Paris.  Hachette), 
is  probably  the  only  novel  ever  written  whose  theme  is  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  postage-stamps. 

J.  M,  Carretero,  “El  Caballero  Audaz”,  has  sold  200,000  copies 
of  his  “La  Dama  de  Media  Noche”,  and  Baudiniere,  Paris,  has 
published  a  French  translation  of  it. 
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Our  abject  apolof^ies  to  M.  Marius  Audre,  author  of  the 
"Cliristophe  C'olomI)"  reviewed  on  pp.  17  ff.  of  this  issue,  and  to 
Dr.  Brandon,  the  reviewer,  for  invertinjj  M.  Andre’s  name.  The 
error  was  not  discovered  till  it  was  too  late  to  correct  it. 

riie  I’niversity  of  Amsterdam  is  the  latest  European 
institution  to  establish  a  chair  of  Spanisli  literature.  Dr.  J. 
A.  van  Praajj;  inaujiurated  the  new  course  with  a  lecture  on  Pio 
Baroja. 

.\n  exposition  of  Si)anisli  manuscripts  formed  part  of  the 
l-'iesta  del  Li!)ro  held  recently  in  Madrid.  The  manuscripts  were 
put  on  sale  from  Oct.  12  till  Oct.  19. 

riie  lure  of  Soutli  America  has  again  brought  to  its  shores 
the  Spanisli  litterateur  and  critic  Jose  M.  Salaverria,  who  is 
touring  the  Argentine. 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Juan  Valera 
was  observed  recently  by  his  native  town  of  Cabra  (Cordoba). 

I'he  (Juintero  brothers  continue  to  show  an  ine.xhaustible 
fecundity.  Their  latest  play,  "La  Cuestion  es  pasar  el  rato", 
first  saw  the  boards  at  the  Teatro  Infanta  Isabel  in  Madrid. 

I‘ierre  Borel's  “Le  Destin  tragique  de  Guy  de  Maupassant"- 
is  issued  by  Les  Editituis  de  France.  Paris. 

I'erri-Pisani’s  ".\u  Pays  des  Amazones’’  is  a  vivid  and  not  al¬ 
ways  flattering  picture  of  these  United  States  (Paris,  Les  Edi¬ 
tions  de  France). 

T.  S.  Kapsalis.  in  "La  Balance  des  comptes  de  la  (irece 
(Lausanne.  Payot)  exjiresses  the  conviction  that  Greece  is  on 
the  eve  of  a  remarkable  industrial  development. 

Students  of  art  history  should  know  L.  Bordes,  "Vingt 
Lec'ons  d’histoire  de  I’art”  (lavishly  illustrated,  Paris,  J.  de 
Gigord). 

Jacob  Burckhardt's  letters  to  his  friend  Friedrich  von  Preen 
are  iniblished  by  the  Deutsche  Verlagsanstalt  of  Stuttgart. 
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THE  ROMANIC 
REVIEW 

F(»uinletl  hy  Henry  Alfred 
TiMld.  Edited  l>y  f’rofessor  John 
I..  (leriR.  of  f'olumltta  I’niver- 
'ity. 

THE  ROMAN  It'  REVIEW  is 
the  only  t>eriodical  published  in 
Kniilish  which  is  devoted  solely 
to  the  Romance  lanKuages  ami 
literatures.  It  contains  schol¬ 
arly  articles  based  on  oriKinal 
research  in  this  field,  and  also 
reviews  of  i>ertinent  new  Iwioks. 

Subscription  price.  $4.00  per 
year  for  all  countries.  Sample 
c  >pies  will  be  sent  on  request. 


NEW  COLUMBIA 
BOOKS  IN  THE  RO¬ 
MANCE  FIELD 

Tru.  _  A.  I...  Introduction  a 
i’ Explication  dc  Textes.  In  press 
Matulka,  H.,  I’arictics  of  Ro¬ 
manticism  _  In  press 

Van  Roosbroeck,  (1.  L.,  Persian 

Letters  before  Montesquieu _ 

-  In  press 

Vaillant.  R.  E.  tl.  and  Muller, 
H.  F.,  Games  for  French  Clubs 

_  In  press 

Harr.  M.  M..  Bibliography  of 
I’oltairc,  1825-1927  __In  prep¬ 
aration. 

Jones,  S.  1‘.  Bibilography  of  the 
18th  Century  French  Soi’cl.  In 
nreparation. 

Merrill.  R.  M..  A  List  of  Am¬ 
erican  Doctoral  Dissertations  in 
the  Romance  field,  1876-1926. 
Paper  $1.00. 

Van  R(H>sbroeck.  (i.  L..  Bibli¬ 
ography  of  Pierre  Payle _ In 

Preparation. 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  PRESS 
New  York 


Huges  Lapairc's  latest  contriltution  tt>  legendary  lore  is 
“I, a  nierveilleiise  legende  de  Sainte  Solange”  (  Paris,  J.  Gamher). 

Claude  Farrere  has  completed  Pierre  Louy's  famous  un¬ 
finished  novel  "Psyche"  (Paris,  Alhin  Michel). 

Marcel  Biron's  biography  of  "Bartolome  de  Las  Casas,  Pere 
des  Indiens”  appears  from  the  press  of  Plon,  Paris. 

A  timely  study  is  the  "Histoire  des  peuples  Mayas-Quiches’ 
by  J.  Genet  and  P.  Chelhatz  (Paris,  Genet). 

Andre  Maurois’s  “Ktudes  .\nglaises"  (Paris,  Bernard  Gras- 
set)  handles  Dickens,  Horace  Walpole,  Ruskin.  Oscar  Wilde, 
and  a  group  of  young  contemporaries. 

The  Brazilian  thinker  Joao  Ribeiro  Pinheiro  reaches  a  larger 
audience  through  the  translation  into  French  of  his  essay  "La 
Theorie  des  Genies"  (Paris,  Editions  de  la  Penscc  Latine). 

Francis  Pichon  proves  conclusively  (for  those  who  were  al¬ 
ready  of  that  opinion),  that  ‘‘La  Republique  a  fait  faillite” 
(Paris,  Eugene  Figuiere). 
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*  * 

:  ITALIANA  i 

*  Rfji.  I’.  S.  Pat.  Oft.  * 

*  * 
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THE  ITALIANA  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

An  Indc.x  to  Hot>ks  in  the  Enfrlish  Lanjiuajic 
Relating  to  Italy 

Issued  Annually — Two  Dollars  Per  Copy 

BULLETIN  AND  ITALIANA 

An  Index  to  the  Current  English  Literature 
Relating  to  Italy 

Issued  Monthly — Two  Dollars  Per  Year 
Sample  Copy  upon  Request 

THE  ITALIAN  LITERARY  GUIDE  SERVICE 

T.  \V.  Huntington.  Jr. — Director 
Brookside  Studio 
Darien — Connecticut — U.  S.  A. 


We  index  the  available  literary  information  and  news 
announcements  relating  to  Italy. 

■  -  . .  'I 

.\mong  interesting  items  in  the  annual  volume  of  miscell¬ 
any  called  “Staackmanns  Almanach”  (Leipzig,  L.  Staackmann), 
arc  Adam  Miiller-Guttenbrun’s  “Begegnung  mit  Bismarck” 
ami  (iustav  Renker’s  “Die  Lutherbibel”. 

-\  pretentious  volume  on  New  York,  with  lithographs  and 
a  portfolio,  by  "Reno”,  is  issued  at  600  and  1,000  frances  by  Jean 
Budry,  Paris. 

Louis  Bertrand’s  “Saintc  Therese”  (Paris.  Artheme  Fay- 
ard)  is  the  first  popular  Life  of  the  Saint  which  is  at  the  same 
time  a  work  of  real  art  and  real  documentary  va'ue. 

Franz  Rosenzweig's  translation,  with  commentary,  of  92 
hymns  and  poems  of  the  old  Hebrew  poet  Jehuda  Halevi  (Berlin, 
Lambert  Schneider)  is  enthusiastically  quoted  by  German 
critics. 
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THE  GERMANIC  REVIEW 

Issued  Qimrterly  by  tlie  Dcpartniont  (U'  Ciermanic 
Lanpuaues.  Puhlislu-d  hy  I'ohinihi'a  Ibiivorsity  I’ress 
COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
The  only  pcrio-’ical  in  America  devoted  exclusively  to  re¬ 
searches  in  Germanic  lanpuapes  and  literatures.  Many 
prominent  scholars  are  cotitrihutors. 

Editorial  Committee:  Robert  H.  Fife.  1'.  \V.  J.  Heuser. 

A.  E.  J.  Remy 

Subscription  rates  $4.00  per  year.  Advertising  rates  on  ap¬ 
plication.  Sample  copy  on  retpiest. 

.\ddress  all  business  communications  to 
OTTO  P.  SCHINNERER 
Business  Manaper 
The  Germanic  Review 

COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY,  NEW  YORK  CITY 

-  ■  ■  - -  ■  — It 


THE  HISPANIC  AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL  REVIEW 

JAMES  A.  ROBERTSON. 

Editor-in-Cbief 
J.  FRED  RIPPY. 

Associate  Editor. 

For  the  promotion  of  pood-will  amonp  the  A:neric:in 
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TO  MODERN  LANGUAGE  TEACHERS: 

Do  you  know  the  Modern  Language 
Journal,  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  of  Modern  Language 
Teachers?  It  is  the  only  journal  which 
will  keep  you  abreast  of  the  latest  thought 
in  methods  and  of  all  the  movements  in 
this  field. 


Price  $2.00  a  year,  or  you  can  get  it  and 
membership  in  your  local  state  modern 
language  association  for  $2.00  a  year.  If 
you  are  interested,  a  post  card  request  to 
the  Business  Manager  will  bring  you  a 
sample  copy  of  The  Journal. 


Address: 

C.  H.  HANDSCHIN,  Business  Manager 
Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio. 


G.  E.  STECHERT  &  CO 


(ALFRED  HAFNER) 
With  foreign  offices  at 
LONDON,  LEIPZIG,  PARIS 


Having  acted  as  agents  for  Colleges  and  Public  Lib¬ 
raries  tor  fifty  years,  are  in  a  position  to  offer  prompt,  in¬ 
telligent  service  at  low  rates.  They  occupy  six  floors  in 
their  own  building  and  carry  a  very  large  stock  of  books  and 
periodicals,  new  and  second-hand,  including  foreign  text¬ 
books  which  are  used  in  American  Colleges. 

By  ordering  by  radio  they  are  prepared  to  supply  with¬ 
in  three  weeks  foreign  books  which  may  not  be  in  stock. 

Catalogue  D,  containing  chiefly  language  books,  will  be 
sent  upon  request. 

The  following  titles  may  be  of  special  interest: 

Xouveau  Petit  Laroussv  lllustre,  1927,  bound _ S  2.00 

Pequeno  Larousse  Ilustrado,  1926,  bound  _  2.50 

II  Nuovissimo  Melzi,  Dizionario  Completo,  bound _  2.00 

Thieme,  Guide  Bibliographique  de  la  Litterature 

Frangaise  de  1800  a  1906,  1907,  bound _  2.50 

Constans,  Chrestomathie  de  I’Ancien  Frangais, 

(IX-X\’e  Siecles)  1918.  bound  _  2.00 

Godefroy,  Lexique  de  IWncien  Frangais,  1901,  bound.  5.00 
Koerting,  Lateinisch-Romanisches  Woerterbuch, 

1923,  bound _  6.00 

Meyer-Luebke,  Grammaire  des  Langues  Romanes. 

4  vols.,  bound  _  15.00 

Barja,  Libros  y  Autores  Clasicos,  1927,  bound _  2.50 

Barja,  Libros  y  Autores  Modernos,  bound _  2.00 

Fitzmaurice-Kelly,  Historia  de  la  Literatura 

Espanola,  1921,  bound  _  2.00 

Domestic  Books — Foreign  Books 
Subscriptions  to  Foreign  Periodicals. 


G.  E.  STECHERT  &  CO 
31-33  East  10th  Street. 


